Letters to the editor
The Washington Post
1150 15 St.,
Washington, D¥ 20071

I realize this is longer than the letters you use,

However, I think it is past time for the truth about this matter to be
known.

The Posf did report as truth Richard Helms' falsc testimony about it to the
House assassins committee and the lie appeurs in numberless bookse |
If the Pust would care to use this any other way, it should feel free to
;Ziit it as it{ﬁ goes fit or to aslc‘ for more than the copy of the CIA records I
refer to that are enclosed.

That ama'lzvul ish plot came to light and was aborted by the amatydrish job
done by the profess ion/ Wircman the CIA'd hincho on that deal), mmt Robert Haheu, got
to do a favor for Sam Homo Giancana. Ho believe/%hat Phyllis HcGu}re vas twotiming
him with Dan Martin and asked Ilahgé‘ to get it all on tape for hi(nzz%: caught in the
act. Thus the CIA's misleading title,"Unauthorized Publication of Use of Communica-
tions" for its assassinatioj plot. |

I have two fat FBL files on that caper if it is of interest.

Sincerely,

/ %/b////ﬂ,&u/ﬂ/f

H.a.rold Weisberg

I ggg%ggg a copy for Robert Sherrill and a letter to him. Will yo;x{:lease
be kind enough to foeward them to him? Thanks.

Sorry my typing cannot be any better. I'm 82 and limited in what I can doe
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Robert Sherrill begins his review of Ronald Goldfarb's book gawing Yhe did
not intend to include a theory about the Kemnedy assasssinations - whq dl:d. them and
why. But in fact most of 'Perfect Villaing, Imperfect Heroes' seems tonsiructed for
the very purpose of supporting an assassination theory, which Goldfarb givés .us at the
end,"

Sherrill also quotes Goldfard as saying that "once" Kennedy was in "the
White House" he- ‘rthe smart alecks at CIA, with his approval ~called on the mob
to try to “get” Fidel Castro. It is likely that Bobby, who really hates the Cuban
revolution, may have had some dealings along those lines, too."

The best reviewers cawnot know all there is to know about books they review
but we do have the right to expect those who write what they say is nonfiction not to
make up what they believe can sell their books or excite readers or make them appear
to be real-life Perry Masoh/\@.

What Golc@f:ards vwrites is false. Records the CIA was compelled to give me by the
Department of Justice in response to my FOIA efforts prove foldfarb wrote v?;mb:
false. Opce given to me those records were publicly 4vailable in the Department's
public reading room and im the FBI's,

Robert Kennedy's first knowledge of that CIA Keys?one Koppery was in 1962.
He then demanded an accounting from Sheffield Edwards, fhe CIA's direcctor of security .
Clagsifying it Top Secret the CIA's general counsel, Lawrence Houston, sent the Edwards
Bemo eJ‘fO Kennedy on May 15, 1964(Depar"c%nt of Justice File 82-46-5).

In it Edwards says that he was "approached" in dugust 1960 "b? Mr. Richard
Bissen, then De@puty Director for Plans of the CIA to explore the possibility of
mounting this sensitive operation against ﬁdel Castro." Edwards then sags "it was

Juat
thought :mé " the mafia Jwhich had had “certain gambling interests" in Cuba, might bé

able to ket Castro knocked off.



August 1960 was before John Kennedy was elected, not when he was in the
White Housee That was a plot of the Eisenhower administration.

Edwards also stated thaéxknowledge of thig project during its life was kept to
a total of six persons,” all high CIA officials, " and there were no memoranda gf% the
project nor were there written documents or agreements. The project was approved by
the said senior officials of the Agency."

As the experienced lawyer he is Goldfyab did not have to have these available
CIA records to be aware that at best his';E;rwriting was irresponsible, that he was
explo:ji:ing and commercializing the assassinations.

When lawyoers lack eye-witnesses or tangible proofs they resl%t to mothve,
means and épportunity to nake their cases.

goldfggb addresses but one of these, motive. Hundreds J% not thousands had
the motive he attributes to the mafia only. leans and opportunity are conteolling.

versiond vk JFK

For all the justified dissatisfaction with the officiaij//sassination there
is an abundance of s0lid information about it that ldng has been publicly avallable.

4 decade and & half ago I had and made available to all writing in the field about a
quarter of a million pages of previosuly-withheld FBY pages alone.

Anyone intendéng serious writing on the subject could not and cannot do it
with total disregard of this official evidence. Not theories, evgdencé\from this
official eWidence it camnot be shown that the mafia had the magns and the opportﬁ.ni‘l:y.

Writing about the assassination of a President or of any other public figure
ought not be a fun~and-games project. The people ought not be deceived and misled by

it. And ceéritainly the dead who are not able to defend themselves pught not be malig-
ned to puff authors up or sell more of their books.

The plain and simple truth- the official truth\(‘\:/s that no Kennedy had either
involvement in or even knowledge of that CIA plot to knock “astro off, the plot of the

Eisenhover administration.

We get in this, too, another peek into the CIA. Its concept of its "amecurity"
was to have its office of security provide assassins.
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14 FEB 1080
Harold Weisberg .
7627 01d Receiver Road

Frederick, MD 21701
Reference: F80-1042

Dear Mr. Helsberg:

In the course of their processing your Freedom of Information Act (FOIA)
request regarding the John F. Kennedy Assassination, the Department of Justice
located two CIA documents and referred them to us for our review.and direct -
response to you. R T

We have completed our review of the documents and have determined that a
letter with attachment dated 23 September 1965 may be released in its
entirety. A copy of the document is enclosed at Tab A. '

We have further determined that a memorandum with attachment dated
14 May 1962 may be released in segregable form pursuant to FOIA exemptions

(b)(3) and (b)(6). A copy of the document and an explanation of exemptions
are enclosed at Tab B, ’

The official responsible for this determination is Lee E. Carle,

. Information Review Officer, Directorate of Operations. You have the right.to

appeal this decision by addressing your appeal to the CIA Information Review

Committee, in my care. Should you decide to do this, please explain the basis
of your appeal.

Sipcerely,

’
John H. Wright
Infor on and Privacy C nagér

Enclosures




MEMORANDUM FORThe Hond ble Robert F, Kennady .
: The Attorney Gonoral
w‘.h‘nu‘on 25. Do c_c - )
[
In accordance with your roquoot of 11 May '
1962, 1 am forwarding herowith, in tho attached
scalcd envelops, & Top Seerot memorandum by
Colonel Shefficld Fdwards, Director of Sceurity, -—
setting forth the facts on which we brlofed you on ]
. 7 May,1962. ——% __" 2
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" but would seck to establish capabilities in Cuba to pexform the

. CENTRAL INTE AGENCY
. " WASHINGTON 28, D, C,
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD:

SUBJECT. Arthur Jamel Balletti /t al - Unauthorised Publicctlon

or Uu of Communications

'
i",’ .S\v..; .
,.- ’ A

l. This memorandum for the record is prcpircd at the

roqueat of the Attorncy General of the United States following a -

complete oral bricfing of him rclative to a scnsitive CIA opcration N
‘conducted during the period approximately August 1960 to May - &
1961, In August 1960 the undersigned was approached by Mr. - e
Richard Bisscll then Deputy Director for Plans of CIA to explore N ‘ZM%"{
the possibility of mounting this scnsitive operation against Fidel ac“‘ ‘J '
Castro. It was thought that certain gambling intercsts which had

formerly been active in Cuba might be willing and able to asuint

and further, might have both intelligence assets in Cuba and
communications between Miami, Florida and Cuba. Accordin«ly. H. Hnghs
Mr. Robert Maheu, a private investigator of the firm of Maheu .- (

and King was approached by the undersigned and asked to establish
contact with a member or members of the gambling syndicate to F

. explore their capabilities. Mr. Maheu was known to have accounts H. B

with several promment business men and organizations in the

United States. Maheu'was to make his approach to the syndicate

as appcaring to represcnt big business organizations which wished

to protect their interests in Cuba. Mr. Maheu accordingly mot

and establishcd contact with onc John Rossclli of Los Angcles. .

Mr. Rossclli showed interest in the possibility and indicated ho

had some contacts in Miami that he might usec. Maheu reported

that John Rosseclli said he was not interested in any remuneration _
desired project. Towards the end of September Mr. Maheu and - \ab0
Mr. Rosselli procceded.to Miami where, as reported

e
" introduced to Sam Giancana of Chicago. Sam Giancana a.rra.ngedf' 2- 5/ 6

for Maheu and Rosselli to meet with a “courier" who jwa Hoin mPtzuu ol usuc
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and forth to Il.wvana. From information roccived back by the : 1
_couricr the proposcd operation appecarcd to be fecasivle and it -~ . N" ‘
was dccided to obtain an official Agency approval in this rcgard, M1
A figure of onc hundred fifty thousand dollars was sct by the Agency
as a payment to be madc on complction of the gperation and to be
* paid only to the principal or principals who would conduct the

opcration in Cuba. Mahcu rcportcd that Rossclli and Giancana

emphatically stated that they wished no part of any payment. The
-~ undersigned then briefed the proper senior officials of this Agency
on the proposal, Knowledge of this project during its life was kept "NV:SQ

to a total of #ix persons and never became a part of the project w
(¥~ currentat the‘fime for the invasion of Cuba and there were no ‘
ft:ﬁfg' memoranda onL‘thc pProject nor were there other written documents 7 .
14

“ &

or agreementss The project was duly oxally approved by the said
(senior officials iof the Agency. ' T A

A
A

2. Rossclli and M.ahcu spent considerable time in Miami
talking with the couricr. Sam Giancana was prescnt during parts
of these mcetings. " Sceveral months after this period Mahou told me

A :-.L\btha.t Sam Giancana had asked him to put a listening device in the
|- ei Ml Wroom am
A At that time it was reported to me that Maheu passe e matter

: WY‘. M;x«..“{ . over to one Edward Du Boise, another private investigator., It .
A appears that Arthur James Balletti was discovered in the act of 4 .
installing the listening device and was arrested by the Sheriffin =~/

..+ Las Vegas, Nevada. Maheu reported to me that he had referred
the matter to Edward Du Boise on behalf of Sam Giancana. At the
time of the incident neither this Agency nor the undersigned knew

", of the proposed technical installation. Maheu stated that Sam
Giancana thought that ight know of the proposed
operation and might pass on the information to

At the time that Mahcu reported this

-to the undersigned he reported he was under survcillance by agents

of the Federal Burcau of Investigation, who, he thought, were -
exploring his association with John Rossclli and Sam Giancana

W incident to the project. I told Maheu that if he was formally ap~-
w\\‘!i AN proached by the FBI, he could refer them to me to be bricfed that -
'+ . | he was engaged in an intelligence operation directed at Cuba.

3. During the period from September on through ApFil .
~ efforts were continued by Rosselli and Maheu to proceed with the
- operation. The first principal in Cuba withdrew and another principal

7 o _‘
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was sclected an has boen briefed to Tha Alornay Genaral, Ten

thousand dollars was pansed for expenses to the sucend px"iuclp;u,

He was further furnished with approximatcly ono thousand dollarg

worth of communications cquipment to cstablish communicationg

between his headquarters in Miami and asscts in Cuba, No

monies were ever paid to Rosselli and Giancana, ‘Maheu wag

paid part of his expense money during the periods that he was in

Miami. After the failure of the invasion of Cuba word wWas sent” | -

through Maheu to Rosselli to call off the operation and Rosselli 1 .

was told to tell his principal that the pProposal to Pay one hundred , -

fifty thousand dollars for completion of the operation had been

definitely withdrawn., e i

U7 4, Inall this period it has been definitely established from = /.4 41
other sources that the Cuban principals involved never discovered (}‘" .‘,,‘ﬂ’

or believed that there was other than busincss and syndicate intcrest "’H it

in the project. To tho knowledge of the untersigned there were ng

“leaks' of any information concerning the project in the Cuban

community in Miami or in Cuba, -

. 5. Ihave no proof but it is my conclusion that Rosselli
. and Giancana gucssed or assumed that CIA was behind the Pproject.
I never mot either of them, co

6. Throughout the entire Period of the project John Rosselli -
. Was the dominant figure in directing action to the Cuban Principals,
Reasonable monitoring of his activitics indicated that he gave his -
best efforts to carrying out the project without requiring any come .
mitments for himself, financial or otherwise, . .

7. In view of the extreme sensitivity of the information : °
\ 8et forth above, only one additional copy of this memorandum has
"been made and will be retained by the Agency,

.
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Mr. Jonathan Yardley, book roviewer Harold Weisberg

The Mashington Post 7627 Old Recelver Rd. -
1150 15 St., IV Froderick, MD 21702
Washington, D 20071

Daar br. Yardley,

If you are also the daily book-review editor the enclosed mg'r be of interest
to you.

Yy books are the only ones based on the official evidence.

A few pretend to be and sZ.me do succeed in giving that impression. But those
that do nake use of some of it distort vwhat they use and its meaning in puvsuance
of the preconceptions with which they bgin.

If you will read ~ and 1'm not asking if you will review, only if you will
read it- I'll be glad to send you'a cdpy of wy more or less current HuVER AGAIN!

Iﬁ apveared in April and * know of no mention of it anywhere.

I think you may find the information in it of use if other books supposedly

on the agsassination reach you.

Sincercly,

Harold Weisberg



12/5/95
Dear Mr, Sherrill,
I do not knou whether our mutual friend Mo Waldron ever mentioned me or
my work to you but he did tell me that tie last tiume he was to have visited us both
thé:Times sent him to Tampa to recover Jimmy Hoffa's body from the waters in which
it had been told the body was floating. Mo then phoned from I think Hey West to say it
had not yet gotten there., He had had to chase it elsewhere and then he was taken ill.

411 of the books suppoedly on the JFK assassination other than my eight on
it are not based on the established facte It praises them to call them theories. They
are not even that. And this is true of both sides of th*omtz%ersy.

I do%t the Poot will use a letter of this length. I've told it to feel
free to do what it wants if it would like to %ke any other uses of it, To the best of
my knowledge the full story has never been told and ¥ know that nobody has ever used
those FBL Belletti files I have, on the Vegas caper and low he managed to go free.

And, Rogselli and Giancana were both offed.
Rogselli had also leaked g bit of it through his lawyer to Drew Pearson.

I have the FBI's report on that and on that My lawyer, Ed Morgan as I

recall the name,

These records can be retrieved easily from our basement to wiich L no longer

have access because stairs are too unsafe for me.
If you might be interested, or if you know anyone else who might be, in it
or in anything else * have, we also have a copier that can be used,

Best wishes W

Uarola Weisberg



