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Wiashington, DC 20071

Dear Hs. King, e
L write this not hoping for publication of it but in the hope it will not be a futile

iffvft to get you to ruthink en:ttitude v. ilec,’{:ed in wiat you publish that results in

! w

re,jud:z.(e if not worse, dishonesty. It certainly results in misleading the people and

th,..t frustrates the working of ernderatic society.

Selecting RicH ard Gid Powers to review llem;&ggjw 5 Scare assured a very
predudiced and I believe dishonest review. For him not to do thet would be gsking him to
vrite a review contrary to the preconcpetion rellected in his own HEX subtitle, "The
History of American Anticommunism,"

Host of those he denigrates were not and never had been Commnists. Most were the
vietims of hysterin. Host of {lu: hysteria had a political objective that is contrary
to the most basic of dmerican political belief, the basis for creating this country and
its concepis of freedom and wha? democralic society requires.

Much of Powers' diatribe and pplitical essay is devoted to denouncing the USSR, That
has nothing to do with whether or not there was an inquisition. .And what he feally dbes
is what you should have anticipated in selecting him for that review, seek to justify
that cannot be justified in any decent society. One \e(}ample of which it just happens the
Post did wonderfully well snd honestly with in its magazine of the same issue, the John
¥airbanks case. vy

That not atyplcal case also illusrates what the priBfessional exploits/of our tragic
history avoid, the enormeus hard done to our contry by den&:Lng’:l.t the gservices of those
fine and inforred mind%}io were vigtimized and who feared seeking government employment
because of fear they would be victimized. The great tragdies wep, suffered in Asia be-
cause the policies of those who did the victimization proveils”is but one illustratione
Oner purpcse and certainly one result was to control American policy with terrible traged-
ies coming from that. It:msured that there would be no gquestioning of their policies that
ha%g cgeen proven to be wrong and terribly, terr:.b‘y costly in many ways.
4Here are soie reflections of Powers -pen b/l 49 /é

ees the full wonder of the veneration he pewers) accords these 'victims' of 4meri-
can anticommunisge.."

By what rational standard, :ssuming the rest is faithful to Feriello's book, can it
be implied that they were not victims?

Yessthe blacklisted Hollywood screenwriters (which by the vigy, all vere not), have
gotten more mileage from their predicament thon other writers got from a beer with ¥sxzmg
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That "mileage" was what they wanted? It did them any 2ood? ':'t was on their initiative?
14 is a fair or an honest way of referring to them? Or to what happened to them? Or to
those who did it? Particularly Hariin Dies?

Diminishing the terrible things done by J. Bdgar Hoover by refering to them as "evil
dpells” that only the victims to whom he r((»:fﬂerf* dis'guaginglj-r;;s "the enlightened elect"
who alone"can perceive the truth," Powrs ;!, that this, "unfortunetly, was the recourse
of almost all leftists (sic) intervieved by Fariello. As a result of their proud certi~
tufle there is little insight here." )

What in the world can reasdnably be expected of those were were really the victims,
and that in a blatant departure from all basic American concepts, including {(311’(’ Consti-
tution? Host of whom were not Ymmuwnists in gﬁy event,

Powers refers to the "moral validity of the case apgains comminism," which that kyxe
sad period of our history was not, "by allowing its defenders to bask in »zmickmsim
vietimhood in a culture that has come incr:asingly to regard victimization as a blanket
absolution for all middeeds."

his is truly outrageoustShame on you for publishing it}

Their persecution had nothing at ali to do with "validating the case asainst com—
munism,"

Whatever Poverc may have mecnt by "ba8k in the rectitude of victimhhod,” which
nope Fs_é-w?sought, and "bask" yet aftér what bappened tu them. Power also assumes ni.g-
deeds by them, and that is straigk{;ou‘t; dishonest. Hobody was fired or blacklisted for
an -"nu‘.sdeods.'t ) de 4 77 ” /71 7

Hou can %Sfi.ast quotation from his propaganda guised as a review w-hen—-in.ﬁac#ﬁt’
Ao his effort to defend himself and his writingy be justifieds

"ewe it would have been wise for “ariello to acknowledge that the moral stance of
nis 'victims of the american inquisition' is not abovgj'%oproach."

Fariellp's subtitle copld not have been wmore £ ’1‘1.% descrif)tivo of his approach.

and what!;it iy ; the position of those'a‘i‘riehéti%gi,‘d/i}:l‘?or said that should be re-
proached? -hat is prong with the "moral stance" that they were wictimized by thosc of

the anti-am rican mindeset of' thoze like Powers who exploit and commercialize it?
*nherent in this gross and disgustin: dishonesba)is the assu.br:l;ion that all those
pcoPle lere criminals of onme kind ox another and vere a great danger to this c:;-uyﬂry and
its institutions. That was not so. The dinger was from those who persecuted them then
and {rom the Poulerses of todaye \‘{ho do not believe in the wicdom of those great men
sho wverc our foundine fathers oa;*bhe institutions they ceeated or the rights they established
or the lixz‘d.tatioﬁs’ laced on government,

Dalton’[rumbo? who won Uscars under assumed names after he was blacld.istcc/‘x nceded
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that imagined "mileage” Pouers sefers to with such indecency?

Arthur Hiller was a%ftist,ﬁ vnich Power: uses as synoMfinmbus with Communist, who
wrapped hims B in "fact -proof certitude" and his parsecytors, like Hartin Dies, were
not the real danger to the country ?

Pete Seeger and “inus Pauling were a menace to the countyy and its institutions
and the louge Un Americans:erc not? Yr Yairbanks? Ur.,grv*iue and others?

Lou have cdited yuurfection with a consistent biss in support or errant govern—
ment and that is not the wey tu i:;iv"orm people s¢ they can partiBipate in government and
it is not the way the press should bring to lighi government errors

As a personal experience of wiich L nover complained to you or to the Post, ybu
hee reviived books that support the officisl JFK assassination but not those that do note
Tne most rocent case was the large attention gkmwxgk you gave Yerald Posenr's outrageously
d}.shonest and Imoz:ing%istitled Case Closed whitle refusing to review my exposure/o){ it,
Case Open. (About which I've hnd not a peep of complaint from him of his publisher— who
is one of your major advertisers - or froma on, law};ar spegking for either. Nqr did he
have a single complaint in wiat healded to his paperback reprint, OF W M”t/o‘ et

My eighthbools on the JI‘ﬁFqssassina‘biou is duc to apiar this monthe. The Fost has

/*
yet to review any ons of themednd the fact is that they are the basic books on the sub-
Jects I've not had a lebler or afall from auy of the hundreds of whom I write critically
couplaining of eithor unfair triatment of incorrectness. 4nd the J()’ﬂpartment of Justice
itself, representing the FBI in one of my many FOIA lawsuits, J.c—thn, cpurt in one that
L mou More about the JIK assassination tha%l anyons vorking for the IBI.
So what else disqualifies ny books for reviewing? Afhr by Hw ﬂ'j 7 'ﬂ7"
If you lived throug: those days ol lysteria as I did, if you saw that the hgsteria
was indtiated by and pursued by those of authoritatain mind and bolief who wanted to
chenge cur form of givernment awnl, to a degrec did, who persecuted those who believed in
democracy as they did not, you not have commissioned any Powers and you certainly
would not hnve published any éuch dishonest, unfair and propa{»;mldizing:; ovieve
So intendedly murtful to those authentic Singevely, .
vietins and o their fawilics. : M,{/%p

i-laribld lieisberg




Becuuse ny typing cannot be any better, and I dg pologlze for it, when I con I
let it wait for a whilc hoping where wildl be les.S confabulation when i read #nd cor—
rect it. In tTat time I dewided o add a litile nore because I doubt you were awnre
of what was happening to ug in thoje yars.

AllL those firings werc under laus since found to be unConstitutional, as they

-
g0 obviously were on enactment and on enforcement. But it was For most legn./e.ators

wthe

politﬂ' al sulcide to op'->0‘ ¢ them. Some werec not even laws in the usua .»endse. ..—her:

‘Wn\'ﬂ 1at fimeriforn na./;n Pat HeCarran of levada. He had riders attached to bills that
could no% be vetoed. I was fired under one of thram. 'That rider permitted certain
a,{;&zncie:,:,.blike State, where 1'd boen ttansferred with that part of the 0SS, to fire
anyone al any tive withoul any reason e.cisting, stated or needed and &{thour chyrges,
hecrings of apyeals. That ds Amcricanisn? Other than to thé Povwerses who live by
sing that approach?

In the division in uhich I worhc, Lwere four of the ten thus fired in the first
major “securlty" case that was no “such thing at all. The other three were eminent
scholars, two Yrotee;es of Hargaret lead. liy jnb was to do what the legrned and the
intellectuals could not do.all four of usd weie Yous. Ho accidant,

I got them to agree for ¢ to get us counsel. I got Thurman arnold, who had known
ve when he headed anti-trust in Justice and I took Iim all my research for a magazine
series on Haxi cartels. That was, by the way, during what was known as the "shibboleth"
p:riod 0f the Yazi-Soviet pacte dnd at the suggestion oi one of lhis assistance + had
violated the law and become an u.nTxO egistcarer/ Brit ‘agent in economic warfare. I'd lmow@’
Paul Po&F Porter a .L:LIH, 3] a)utor he it the FCC where, I believe he had been s comnissioner.
I dld not lmow Abe Fortas. oeﬁ;guntgan Mw “1:11911 young firm that deiended us.

tne of them intdrested the &epublican wner of the E’ epublican New Hork blt_ag_ﬂd..
Tribune in this as a story. She agsipgned her Yashington Bureau chief, Bert indrews to
ite e did a series of wlich the Post publinhed. at least one, the one in which J. Edgar
ﬁoover told him there was nothing at all on any of us@. was not mentioned in it because
I'd hod no hearing he could cite, havin, had no charges made at all.

When the Andreus weries was published State was 80 embarrassed it made a de.l with
our lawyers to rchire us—uith am public apologm -~ and then we redipned. Andrews made that
séries into a book end it got the Pu.lﬂczz.r.

of ‘the ten, ni\eﬁ were Jeus, 'I‘he other was a\fase of mistrtken identity! 4 man was
fir.d by mistake! Ingtead on an anti-Communist woman with whom I worked. Mer gsin wag
that she do, not like the Peron digbatorship in &rgentina and did not coulor her research
1@ make him look better.

e were all La.lln aunericanistse. The dneirinazis in State "security" and in the House

blackmailed Goorge *arshall to agree to ths firings, The chairman of the House appropri-

| . .



iations comidttee was in the idegl spot to do thut, and he did. Within State the

activist honcho in "security" was John Peurifoy. 4nd {ive years later he was ambastg-

dor to Guntenala and part ol <h: overhhrow of the democratically clected government.
Does the curvent newyg about Guatemala suggest anything to you?

It did not hapsen theve alons in Guatemala and the people who brought it to
pass dld not ont as}? honest rosearch and intelligence regching policy makers. So
they trwiped up & phond "security" case under a I-icf{é.rran rider and got rid of their
ideologues' problem that way,

I don't think you want mors and + do not went to spend more time on thise I can
adso t:ll you more about the Edvord Dmytryk so noble a man to Powers. In uy contact
with him he was not a\fa.'l.l nobte. He doublocrossed his co.panions in that awful tling.
The conditions wler z-xlﬁ.cm» c.re toree ne do suggest that he wgs a Eomnuniste What
he then did suggests that,is when he stoppeu. being cnece

It is bad enough when out govermasnt debsses and violates every A%rican principle

but it is, I think, worse for tuat to be portrayed }1190{/ other than it was and for
Americans to have their minds and their uwndersbanding of our systey corrupted by those
who {ind the violation of emerican belief and coMcepts of freedom g & mam= me:ns of
making a living and uc}‘ﬁ.evﬁn@: o 114415 Paentue.

In all of wlich you becanme a particip:nt and made that contribution to it
possible.

I gincereny hope this was not your intention.

[



THU"MAN' ARNOLD
ABE FORTAS

PAUL A PORTER
WALTON HAMILTON
MILTON V. FREEMAN
NORMAN DIAMOND
REED MILLER
L.A.NIKOLORIC

ARNOLD, FORTAS & PORTER
1200 EIGHTEENTH STREET, N. W,

WASHINGTON 6, D. C.

November 28, 1947

Dear HMr. Welsberg:

We want you to know how deeply we
appreclate your kind and generous gesture in
gsending us a glft and the warm sentiments
wvhich accompanled 1t. You know 1t was a
pleasure to be of service to you and your own
calimnesgs and dignity under the most adverse
ciroumstances were in no small measulre
respongible for your ultimate vindication.

Sincerely,

St

Thi maﬁ?Arnold
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AbélFortas
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Paul A. Porter

V\W

Mllton V.

Hrr. Harold Welsberg
2322 H. Hottingham
Arlington, Virginla

Freeman -

TELEPHONE
DISTRICT 3251



