HAROLD WEISBERG

7627 Old Receiver Rd. -
Frederick, MD 21702 ~

Hr. Courtland lilloy , Hawd 5/1/94
The Washington Post

1150 15 St,, ¥

Yashington, DC 20071

Dear ¢, “illoy,

If rou were not a black writer on whose word other blacks dﬂ;pend 1'd not take this
time at 81 and in ililpairc'l ho \lthe Which explaing wy t sping, for which I apologize

Are you as a concern }al‘;ul’ willing to allovw the assassination of Ur. Bing to be
regarded as solve(;’w;v..thout any trial at all and with the accused man claiming he did' not
do it and was coerced into accepting a guilty plea? .

Have you ans basis in fact fpr what your diatribe in today's Post really is?

Have you made any effort '1:'5 learn what fact there is, fact that is established in
th: dmerican way, in open court and subject 4o cross-examination?

1 présume th:_ﬁ: :_Vou vrote your column off the top of your head, without seelding any
irnformation. Tou uould have ownd it in the Post's morgue. Check :f for 1474, Dr ii Paul
Valentine is sti L wiith tho Post in l"‘n_lm_morc, call him yp. lie was there and if his
recollection is clear enough he 11 tell you that in those two wecks of evi dentiory
hearing Ray was enculpated and the phony liberal judge held that guilt or innocence
VQ@ immaterial on what wagy br‘fbrc himn - vhether Kay would get a trial.

1ou refer to a "ncw tricl.” e had none and he seeks one,

I uonted our system to vork. I did not want a leg gal lynching when a man lil-:e.,ﬁiigg
f:'Lng was assassinated. %o I arranged for Ray to have pro bono countel and I was hi.s in-
vestigator. I conducted the habeas corpus investigation that succeededs I then céhducted
the investigation for the hearing that vas to determine whother Ray would get,the trial
he never had. Jin Lesar (373-1921) was the junior member of the legal end d&F th defense.
lie also didmost of the work at the hearings. le and * both have transcripts. fou are
welcome to read mine whenever you mey want toe

Jin and + had two days for giscovery before the hearings. Chief counsel was abroad
He has since died. Yith what we got in those two hectic days we divided the pubpqratlon
for the hearing this way: Jia would do the law and L would do the fact,

Yercy Fprewan, then the country's most famous criminsl lavyer, was the one who did
coerce fay ‘nto the guilty plea. It fell to me to prove that Ray had not had the effective
assistance o counsel, onc of the tvwo bases of his claim to a triale How docs one prove
that tlx}wuntvy s most fanous criminal lewyer did not do his job? I decided thal the only

Wa_g to do that was to in effect put the case on that 'oveman failed to do. And, subject
to crossenanination by the State of Kentbucky, whose assistant attorney general fhreatened
me in the presence of another for what L was doing, we did e:';culpeite #ay. Under botter

Coz‘1diti0n)/[e could have donc it more effectively. Jiu souwetimes had to question witnesses



-
he'd never laid eyes on, based on svggestions I typed for him during the wee hours when
ha had to be wor!sng on somothing olse. But denpite that we did put on so persuasive an

exculpatory case the judge had to say that guilt or innocence wéfe irmaterial to whether

=

of notv he would order a trial for Qp.y. and ip the fac® of all the evidence he held that

Ray's counsel had rondered eficctive assistance and that they did not have the very mhx

o@viouc; couflicta of intirest they all did have. (llis earlier counsel was leil:t wr Yanes,
. . B u - ’
Birminghan's nayor vhen those dog: ond firehoses were Jurned sn demonstrating blacks )

In all the nonths Po.eron representtd eay Vlhe spent only 10 hours with him and he
spent much of that little time trying to persuade him to agce to cop a plea for the
crime Ray insisted he did not commite Ile finally got “ay to do itJ by threatening his
family. The S-tatemm the FBI could not place Ray at the scene of the crime at the
iime of the crime. 1 proved hé"'v;.aé not there, witli witnesses who withstood cross- exami-
nation. I also proved that the crime could not have been perpetrated as the State and
the FBI claimed j.'t.\'fas.

At the time I mode the efTort L did there was only one way to try to solve the
IKing assassiw.atiéx‘l‘ so that the people could be satisfied and that was to get a trial
for Qay. It 1'.cm'1ins the only possible way, only now he nust produce'new evidence."

Undei!(@elmessee law he could invoke# the "new t#ial" provision within 30 days if he
ontered a plea but he could ho't do that if convicted Ly a jury. So, lknowing that he hoed
to get rid of IMoveman, who had lis oun complications to vorry, about, he finalla did
agree to thr plca and as you know,as soon as it was physically possible did notify the
judge of his intention to seek a "new" trial. If the judge had not droppred dead of a
heart attack while going over those very papers Ray would have had a trial, autoffatically,
Trou the cowrse he opted. The lav was rewritten in cdirt later when a new Judge held that
the law could be invoked only by the 'bJ/l\al Jjudge, who was safely dead. ‘e

Late: I sued the government under 1'0I4 for its records. I got about 60,000 .ages that .
not a single black has ever cone hereto look at. F mak’% them all available to all wri{ing
in thdis field or aboul the JFK assassination, rclating to which L have many more reocords.

Lavson knows about that hearing and what we\Qdduced at it. You are quite unfair to

liime
There could be onc hell.uva book in wha“:’ iphave. The main reason I've devoted iyself
to the work I can do on the JFK assassinatior_l‘ is black indifference.

x . . . .
ou have also been mnfair to your trusting recaders and I believe to yourself.

& Valentine kinous me frow th: past. So does lardner, who is off writing a books Of
those on the Post now who can give yed an idea of what I have and do, I thdink thnt on

Outlook Jelf Yrank and in re earch anne Bisele mey be wllling to. ’
Wz .
Sincercly ’w
VA W W

Haro1d Jeisberg



" No Sylﬁtpathy
For a Murderer

couldn't believe my.eyes: James Earl Ray was
‘up for parole last week. The inan who =
pleaded guilty 25 years ago to assassinating
Martin Luther King Jr actually had the gall to
sk to be set free.
And if that wasn’t shockmg enough, civil nghts

i ,speak on Ray’s behalf. Lawson was the strategy

" that prompted King to make his fateful tnp to
A Memphls in April 1968.
< With a news photographer capturing the
- obscene moment for all the world to see, Lawson

s> gunman’s hand, .
What is wrong with our people? How many
¥ ¥5ways can we come up with to make ourselves
| I look totally stupid?
:. Hosea Williams, another assocxate of King's
e dunng the 1960s, also showed up to temfy on
Ray s behalf. -
"&i “Tknow in my heart that Ray didn’t pull that
" tngger. Williams told the parole board, i -

e ""ﬁWilhams knows something about the
assassmatlon, he ought to give it up, Or j ]ust be .
+ quiet.: -
"q In 1969, Ray admitted that he killed King.
Before sentencing Ray to a 99-year sentence,
riminal Court Judge Preston Battle repatedly
ked Ray if he understood that hisplea = -
precluded appeals. Ray said he understood.
. That should have been the end of Ray. But -
three days later, he tried to retract that
.- confession and began seeking a new trial. Ray,
e 66, now contends that he was pressured to
!, confess and says he just wasn’t * assertlve o
f < venough to resist,
: That is ludicrous. Here is a man who was °
-% -assertive enough to live the life of an armed
robber. He was assertive enough to elude

See MILLOY, D6, CoL. 5 _

:Jeader James Lawson showed up at the hearing to-

+chairman for the strike among sanitation workers .- =

walked over to Ray and aﬂectlonately slfook the o

- In his heart? What kind of evidence is that? If

L adnutted pulling the trigger. .

COURTI.AND“MILLOY :

‘" MILLOY, From D1

" capture for 14 months after
King's assassination, assertive
-+ enough to escape from prison.
_ after being convxcted of | the
* crime. . - -
Moreover, a House Select
Committee on Assassinations
concluded in 1978, after a

“two-year investigation, that Ray
¢ killed Martin Luther King, .7~ °

v uThere may have been a ;
../ conspiracy, the committee ¥

v hoted, but Ray was telling the,

+- truth, the first time; when he

- Lately, however, there ha'é
been a steady parade of black
-civil rights activists acting as if
Ray has beén as wronged 2 as '
Nelson Mandela. "' i

-“If Dr. ng were ahve, he !
would be appailed that a person

< could be imprisoned for 26 years
“’having had no trial,” Lawson
said. Never mind that people -
.~ who plead guilty don’ t llave a
need for jury trial. . .
- Jesse L. Jackson, a longtlme

axde to Martin Luther King, even

. wrote the foreword to:Ray’s
autobjography. The book was a

blatant attempt to cash in on the -

~ killing. It was titled “Who Killed
i Martin Luthey ng?“ As if Ray
dld ot know, ' i ¥

- Meanwhile, Hosea thhams
has been going around talking ‘
‘* about evndence hldden in his
heart PR

.The fact ls, anew tnal for Ray -
would do nothing but give the -

v ;convict a chance to. wriggle free
on a technicality. For all of the
-talk by Rayslawyersofa o
conspiracy that a new trial
supposedly would uncover, ‘some

" of the first words but of Ray's
' mouth at the parole hearing last

“ week were: “I wdsn't involved in
' - any type of collusive activity to

kill him. In other words, I wasn’t
some type of accomplice.”

- Therefore, Ray’s lawyers
would have no reason to link him
- to a conspiracy. They'd simply ’
try to confuse a jury by raising’

* the possibility that someone else
- did the shooting, °

* Memphis District Attomey
John Pierotti seemed to be the
only one making sense about the
case when he said Ray’s

ui t.

No Mercy for Assassin:

supposedly new evidence is 5:
either fabricated or unprovable,z

“I could be doing a lot of otheii'
things that would be more !

‘productive than baby-sitting thig*

,Senseless case,” he said. “The 2~

‘whole thing is garbage.” L

And it’s a stench that is gomg
to be with us for quite some ..
time, oy

Although Ray has been s
eligible for parole before, last: ' >
:Wednesday was the first time o A

' the Tennessee Parole Board - ‘=

agreed to hear arguments on hxs~

. .release. In the past, all of Ray’s su.
... requests were denied w1thout; s
oral presentations, . 3 .n i

* This time, the vote was 3 to Qo

.- against parole. Ray needed foqr ~

- vates. One of the seven board o
members had mvestlgated e

King’s assassinationand -
disqualified himself. The -}, % i
remaining three decided not tg"

. vote-when it became clear Ray ™
- had lost his bid, . ¥

: /. l«-w-
But two of those whé voted + omd
against Ray last week said theyam
.would favor his release when he.
comes before the parole board: 2=
again in 1999. The very though
is nauseating. "‘"
Did Martin Luther King Jr oo
have a chance to explain why hew
ought not have been Voo
assassinated? Did he get tocall [
witnesses to say what a good '~
father e was and how much hlgm

', -childeén loved him? - - - fong

" Did he get the opportunity tos

_speak before a panel to say howre
- " much his people needed him and*
" tell what a loss it would be to >

s

. have us deprived of hls , ,:_‘“ fowind
_ leadershlp? T e

" No, he did not. And the man >~
who shot him down.in cold blood=

» Wewloe

on a balcony that day in' "t ;%22

. Memphis shouldn’t have another

chance either. i,
"I could understand W:lhams i

. and Lawson showing some |5~

. ‘n-fu

compassion if Ray, having
confessed, had expressed great )

* remorse and sorrow. You could. ¥

shake his hand on the way to the ey

" gas chamber. L

But to offer a hand of support -
to an unrepentant sinner? Come ~=.
on, Rev. Lawson. Sometimes wé_5.

- bend over backward so far to 5

appear forgiving that we end up™
lussmg our own behinds, - -




