4/15/94

ire Stephen Rosenfeld, oped
‘the Washington Post

1150 15 St., LW
Washington, DC 20071

Dear Iir, Rosinfeld,

This newest unnecessory tragedy in Iraq peminded me of the problem the military
had getting \‘Ioz;lcl Var II pilot= to use IFF,

I started to urite a letter on i% and theon realized that it was going %o be too
long and wicht not be consider:d appropriate for a letter to the editor.

So, instead of throuing it away, nerhaps some of vou who were not aroun;B( then
might find it a little interastirig or amusing or Loth,

Henry's easel was no mor: than 10 feet from Biro Saarinen's,

His first big job aftr his 0S. hitch was the Pulles airport,

When I was in that part of «HER OS5 we were then in the old Washington Auditorium.
It was betwern 19 and 20 above Hew York “ve.

In m.ny ways it was a much different world then,

Best wishes,

s

rey .
arold Veisbers
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MenWashington Post .
150 15 St., W .

Hashington, DC 20071 The If in IFF .

The mors things change the more they remain the srime —with wpe,

When it was invented durine World Warr II #he necd came frow the influence of the
macho movies and novels on the youthful pilo'ts of what was then knoun as ThebvArmv Air
%pz Corpd. They all wunted to be the horoes of the do,g',n‘.'ightgig which théy won by
what was known as "flying by thg seat of th: pants.”

Vhich are not for flying and flying by which cost us many pilots and planes, -
' ,/4;,&:1-/

When all 9ther efforts to persuade the pilots to use and trust the then new rr,
the problém was bounced 4o the brafh of the 0S5 in which Tyserved.

1 -

Much of its vork was to male vresenthens in various forms that vere convincine or -
rersuasive,

Our brauch vas roushly divi@ed roughtly into two shops, of artists and of writers,
rrr part. Lony of us, il not most, wers detniled from the military. Ve cone from all walks

of life. and of all of us who were enlicted nen, I was the only one who had had basic
training. I had bheen in a theater of war overseas.

While I was in that branch there uas but one military formhtion. When it was announ-
ced it caused consteration. I was the only one who lmev the formations and what the com-
mands meant.

n/ -

Our entirely untraine:t first seggeant, the Hollywood writer pick Wilson, had me fall
in dircctlg in front of him so I could tell him and the other men what each order meant!

Uf the others I romember the Hollywood ﬁrites Tan “unter)and. Robdpt ‘ogers. logers
had been an cditor for whom I worked. Later he saved WM, remaned it WGHS, and theh he
headed the Hational Symchony.

e . ]
He was o mmAr sorgeant and was one of those then orgered to take basic training.

It happened that I then had an assigmnent nearby, yar"t’ of my work to prepare the muiixi

wuhy
classified study on The Secret History of #% 053, as I remember the title. aithough
HO'S.(‘;" Lesne, J:

A ~ > .
clssified it was 4bei‘ore long a movie{starving; Jimmy Cagney,\ B-fore going there, with a

civilian pxotogr.:zpher end a chaufieur who was a first lieutenant P-driving a buck private—



who was the bee boss//I had Deu': bakory on Penngylvin Penngylvania Avenue o few blocks
% .
wost of th White House bake ha:m/a( cake in which was enrbedded hacksow blades.

When the officor in chuarge of that base neer Quantico pulled rank on me and mzzde
my time there a futility I roported that and withim 48 hours he was on his way over-
seas, 1 vas mv.dg a corporal and put in civilian clothes.

The 0SS was that way. The wvork was to be done, 1‘e;f_z;ardless of rank, and no officer
was to keep a private from hic assien~d £ aske.

The hero of IFIF, the man who solved tht problem at least to begin with, also .was
a private. le was lenry Koerner, an Austrian refugee and an artist. He was told to find
a way to teke the ""7' " fromn Li"b‘»in the pilots winds and attitudes.

Hnf'ry, vho aftér the war was a successful %tists who anong ofher things did a
number of LIE covers, lmeu hou {to reach the seat of the pantd. Yr close to it, anyway.

He painted an overseas USO chov. The Undiged Sorvice Organization provided entertainers
for the tropps. llot all vere Bob Hopes.

In Henry's painting, looting from backsbage al all those wide-eyed GIs with thedr

9 awlSiysy . . bt S

tongues out ,/li;here was a naked wonan doncing. Between her buttocks and her shetiders
Henry supdrimposed the hollow letters, large, "IFF."

lic had a caption at th: top teading "The equipment is good."

His caption at the bobtom was "Use It!"

Hade into a poster that paintgé‘tkwas ploaced above the urinals those pilots used.

It did get their attention. The losses went down significantly and ivmediately.

Too Lad none of Henry's posters were above the urinals used by the pilots involved

in the trogedy in Iraq April 14 when two of our helicoptérs were shot down by tuo of our

fighters, kilding 26, oi vhom 15z were Americanse



