Jeffref} Frank, ublook 3/15/4
The Wasl@ngkon Post

1150 15 9., 1N

“ashington, DC 20071

Dear Jeff,

Iiy apologies for not asm-leringfﬁlo question one of you had asked me about the massive
disclosur: of records and Tor net finishfthe ‘Txplanation T'd begim sbout the professionals

like doctors being too Lindted in shoir knoulddze of the aveilable fact.

I was somdfulvt disconcerted. Whon we left the restaurant wy loft big toe, which had
had soue work done on it that norning by the podiatrist, was lrlrting. When you left we
looked at it and found +thn support I wear rather bloody. e returned to the podistrist,
b did more uncomfortable work on it, and ‘old me to keep it modst for the rest of <he
Jday while kecping i% clevated. It was still uncomt'ortable when + got up, so I wasnr"t
really focused on the correctio: and insertion of which + mailed ydu a copy when L left
b7 my early-mornim: walling. I hed to cut it short. But while walling I did recall that
vhen §osupested $hat we go look at the volume of records in the basement it vas part of
Oy ansver to the question one of you had asked about the recent records disclosures.

Of cours: I am all fov all the disclosure posuible. But that does not mean it was
done well and 1% doer uob mean that L expect nuch to come of ite. Save for the @rre few
lile Joln Heuman, L do not. And L do not like the way it was done even though it would
not have been done any otler 1-Ia.y.4//fﬁ1— alf fhex Yed,

The ronson L wanted ou Loth to see tho volume in our celler is for you to get a
notion of the grim fact that massive disclosures sre theuselves a means of denying
neaningiuliceess. Almost nobody can begin to think of getiing them. The volume and the
cost preclude that. Aml who can go over all thoue pages and do anything else, and how
long does that take? THpee Finsd whett ‘;{1/“‘/ Aﬁf“”'

Bwa For those who bave the means and live in apartments, there is no place for all
Hie-*el‘ééord::. how many can afford to go to Washington, now College Park, and live th;are

Lor what weuld be yoors to be able to roview all that p-s,r;er?/&nd could he make more

)
- 2
Hhan notes? If he soth copifs, wvhere would he keep them auay from homu?
The shift of agency rocords to th: Avchives means as * understand it a multiplication
of costs per copy of 2 1/2 4ires. ihe willion pages recported would cost a quatter or a
rdillions doll rs, Iiolf{gwm veuld requirve at lhast 100 file cabinets. 8side from that
not inconsicrable added cost, who van Tind space for them? O aflord to Aont it?
Disclosurcs of $hat volume become media events. vor the najor media it has a short
life, Soon it iz no longer a story. Dut the deceptive and nislending: impression is given

tuat che sovernm ot i

seing Tortheoring, Thewfhere is the iupression that there really
is notldiy in all {hosme records. Yihe “ri.e the nedia would repert it.
I tried to drematize this in ey Coad77-2155, as * now reeall the case. I finally was

able to persuede Jin Joer to fils Lor a tenporary restraining order, to dalay the second



N . T .
of the so~cnlled gonemal roloases of _Qef,:ember 1977 ant Jenvary #, 1978, br the ¥FBI,

thas wag able 4o :-i}}.to a coupledels legdtioate non-bites dog ovent, tho ous who had

. - q ;
veen i e luad off dewnding diselosures aud using P'OI4 Lo foren thouw also de;;ml)‘;:.ng 'JUm vvj
non=diselosu-es Wi addilicnel point 1 tade was that disclosure: of such a volume,

] i ) (vd N Gogell )/
that second port boiln: of avoud 495,000 Prges, we-e o iwdia ovent. I told the 'j'—"j'* +the
truth, and he believed it, th 5 the nedis sould nes beg sn o mule sense out of what vas

strange Lo them ans Shai + shoull have: a et so that . could respond to inguirics. He

refused the AP0, hich o thew Jisino - T expect 4 to get, but he did owvderzd Fastest
nosgible dolivery ol o complots get Yo ree I had them %o days latsr, toc. lle also gave
me the foo waiver 1'd roouvesiod.
lardne. was the ofily reporier prosent that day. L'd thousht the switéh, my asldng
for a TRO, would atiivet wors ropdrtbrial intercst,
Un these uew relsases L hiwe only the very poged pages sent me. s I tnld you,
almost non: oif What L've look:d ab i neve “his va- wodical ohuff I'd been sent. Henar
A
tells ‘".Le That ?‘Tﬁxnm the records of dif: event contont inlcluded in these releases
also a) not nes
Other factors are, rather isclude the nature of the records. It is iuportant never
to forget that the intent vas not to investigate the erime itself. 4s I think I +old
vou, that also wa: true in the King cuse. With sowe records a certain amount of extertise
is required, %o lmow what the recovds should include.in illustration that comes to mind
illustrates the problein where there is vhat i' believe vas full digelpsure yet there was
what secucd to be missing recordse. The illustration that cams to m:fL:d has to db with
scientific testing. I gow mose than 1,000 p ges of such records in my King assassination
suilt, 7H-1906e But althoush a Lliorge number of rifles that had no possible connection
gith the crime were 4.oted in vardous ways, on what the FBI referred to as the "death"
Tifde rifle, vhich I'm .uve was not $hat at all, the most basic , simplests and as I jush
happened to lmou - as say most historians would not know ~ usually one oi tho u.r,t tests

is a "suab" test. 1t is simple and it requires no ihstruments, not even training. 4 cloth
patch is pushed or puﬂ 1 through the barrel to see if any oil residue is there. The

test is to determine vhethe the rilde was mﬁéﬁ«é after it was last clcaned. Lf there
irs an oilg residue, it vas not firved. v “/./Ltf‘(-/"‘“fdh)

No¥ the FUI hod done that with the first rilde Ray boughty even though it kmew
without question that that rilfe could not be fired be;‘:aﬂse of' an encrustation of pro-
tective cosmoline with which it is co.ted before bcin{; shipped from the fastory. That

records was given to nme. But none for thath wn the rifle the FBI claims fired the
#fatal shote I vas assured by “he IBI that I'd becn go';ven all. I appcaled. :{t interested
Quin Shew, then 'thow appeals offieed, His inquiry assured him that no such test
uas made on ib. In form he said hic check showed no such record. e told me that and

when the govermnment used him as an cipert witness y he testified to it. Without a



mporzcr in the couriroon Lo voport ite (There is almosf never any roperter at the
FOTIA hoorivsgs.)

Toacin - gomathing: like this takes an extraordinary amount of time and effort.
If the requester or scarcher lmouws it should e:xiste and with this nev mechanism L know
of no wey for the matler o be resolveg, as Sheg/did that one for me. Le did not hive the
tiie . to do nost of theme :

Soy. some detailedt winstaling scarches can be inconclusive, anri Qv Mo

There are mony orcas ol media indifiecunce. or eunample, those CIA records in which

foffn wha's ho told me Yol Heunan did such fine worke. I do not lmou of a single in:‘::tance
of the vodsing o) what to ne is an obvious guestion: if all those record s could be
disclosed gafely 50 yuars latev, 1:11:;-[ could they not h ve been disclosed earlier? It does
happen that = hnd requested thei: oo the CIA and was not in a posit on to file and pursue
that lovaw’t boouse thoe CIa dp n&: adept at and succosclful with stonewalling.
. Leg it imale A s

There is @nAr-.:m;on {or carli. ' non-disclosure. o= % wnder the law. But what iz the
ofiect 4edoy? It beco;.lc;'_‘/cvcn more ditficult, ¢Il not impossible, to go through all the
records ol bhe current volume, uhereas if therce had been an orderly disclosurc, people
m.)“/ld have explored leczer volumes of DaIes,

I do not :ant to take your tinc or mine for more, unl:zs§/l leave this not as clear
as you'd like it to be.

The bottom line i Hhot nobody ill ever go over all of them and nobody will have
the knowledge oo vired to deitect whiat is cleverly obscured with the use of words for that
purpoi‘ce It becomes a means of perpotuating ir.lb:@:opel' withholding under the color of

Tull disclocure, Vhich D'n cwee the UTa and I'BL will nver makes.
What I'd started to explain about those who vithout question have the proper cre-
ientials rolates mostly to the wedical evidence, /:% -5:)

I lmow ol no one uho has don: the vork rouuvirei for a propey-search or analysis of

what is erguinod. fhis i particularly trus of the medieal evicence. Currently there are

tio radiologists with i!;lp(é;?Cibl") credentinls vhd have roised guestions abori the awbapsy
authopsy a-rays. L've been in touch with both, rather they, alter a whilgf: got in touch
with ne. Cie, who secns also Lo be a fine fellow, a Dr. i-iantik, is sure he de’i?cted some
alteration of an i-ray o the back ol JFK's head. Ye was pe mitted to use a densometer
and frou that he conclused that Ll density hz spobted at what he says is the most
irportaNt point meants thal sorcthing uas done o obscure what that part of that ~ray
ghould show, thet "l back of JiK's head was blown out. He nalies a very persuasive case.
But he has 3WEF neve v stwiied that cart of the Zapruder film, rather the relevant

sarte There weve gore shenanipgans U

2w I oecxposed i wy socond bools the Comaission did

not publish all +he otille, the {rawmes, it should hove., The MBI contrived that by not

maldng block-ond-white peints Lor th.  zinting of fices So, instend of publishinyg through



wblished enly threourh ¥oramo J%%e I did the siuple arithmetic nobody

Trame 5475 ther

1

aad done, based on the awfbe that  ere fo have bem printed. I did embarass the

drehdves, Thergiied t1 nine wissing Crames to $he tay of aliden $hoy projected and
/

|

A

ramind Shen, onlosyod from about 1//}" e oabeut 4 feste  vhat wes publishod does nob

~.

Sy 4 (
chot the Dock of the hiade +

g

w- ¢ Tz dee There den t the slightest indication of

. Ip

Thue, A / —,
a wound thern, Ho bleed an.@;lu:l‘“: ol 1\.'.&/1/!; v haiv, ihe shprt collar. Bwery heair
wh

Te-m teo e dn ploce. dind booouse thooe slides vovre nad

2 dron the original, Ly OB, with

coples not in LID's veocessdion, Sherr is no posoibility of eny triclery. Ygrticularly
ks 2 2 J ?

she goverment did not Pave the o ginal %o toy with.
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bacii or the hrad was no’ blown cut and all the hair
. . N ] .
even secms to be in plce. .fter th: vatal shot, vhech w. s to the head.

kants

ol Lalifornia, an! Roberison, a4 Hashville, both seeming to be fine men,
ve not wads o@xgir‘u.ciy or th Zal)rudu.c Tilm. Y've suorested it and told each what to
look fore X have color mllﬁgor:r Ats Trom a VOR but they da not take much enlavgemont
beiore o w—@f‘ ol rectousles malics any added on:.ﬁ;"gemcn'l; a vaste. I had a second
generation _P-r.-in't. That iz, it as made from a copy that vas made Trom the original. But

]

. . - I i
+ gave 1% ana nost of ny victures to ow{:ﬁ-:z 8o stulents can use then.

(Wb Groden soid he would nake individual slides Tor me I sued the Zafrud.er estate
. . Al . 3 —— '
and got the vight, for scholarship only, and then };roden backed gout. I can t .ay the

Archives their clargeg x 3()0-}-.[1._ 0 .fzt/
I am also saying that one of the so-called researchers, with “ovuman a probable
exception, trics to be his oun dovilds advocato.

Host of the so-:alled ronearcher: begins with a preconceived solution and their
soerches are Lfor /proof of their correclnesse

Then thev: is the insensitivity that develops from/long, continvous examination
oi' such rocords. % ngp.ens to all or us, me included,

If you are here agnin, cither or both, remind me %o show you some other records 'lfrom
that bluv file folder frow which L retrieved the K, holograph to copy forssat.you. LA
shou you, alii ;;q've you a copy ii you'd lile, o what + regard as one of th: most very
shocking official pecords ever gonerated. Two very bright and very good and very well in-
N

Tormed lawyer:, “g&s gonuine subject experts, missed it. The sent me some copies and I

vas stwmed when I {ivat sow it. I think ol it and vefer to it as an FBIL damage-control
tickler. dnowy its other disclosures, never use!, is that the FBI created "dossiers"”
on the Commisoion Yembers as noon as thor were appointed, did that on th» staff, too,
2:d when the revort was out, did the staff dossiers all over againe (But in its Clarence

i
“homas investication it Jid not even

ot

alli to tho.e frou whowi he rented movies.) The

doseilers on hoe critics are descrived as "sex dossicrs." It says that 'Hoover blockez/ Var-

st of of his chE(i\f counsel and that o ver had an "adversary" relationship

iith the Commission, ’i‘\‘lat the I

ven's apyoint

BL and Anzleton got tog ther 4o decide hou tiley would



ansver questions. * $hink it was Sulliven for the FPBI. Lt says that I'BIHQ knoew about
that Osweld note thet vas a threat 1oft at the BT and "handled" it as soon as he was

lilleds That is when Hosty woas orden:d to destroy ite I tlink there is an importent and

5611l unteld story in thise

Story remindis nme. IT the Washingtonian is inteérested in what you took back with you,
Tine, Bitto for the Llonger story L dhd on the Hembers' refusal to agree to the single-
bullet theory. This could be another.

There can be wove a{)‘c-'r Case Upeun is out that can include what I regard as sen—
sational photogravhs that are o the rurloined Lotter variety that for some incomprehen—
~ible reason, as T ingi nted, will not be in that booke I hope that at least some will be

in HaVBER AGATIY  L'11 sock an underutanding on thot bSCore long. These constitute

photographic disvroof ' “he official r_ilythology. /(/[ /
I hope I've rambl-d thorugh to z@/dcquate ansvers,

. - . Our best
From p. J. Then there are those wvho had the s

hasie information all the neu ones, after 30

yoars, do not have, like Hoagler and Rofiman, who caniot use these newly-disclosed
records with the :noa:lod&e they'd bring it to. So mony have died. And all the new ones
find it almost impossible to cet a factual basis Tor their s‘tu.dy. ¥'11 enclose a copy of
a/z,;letter in tog.ay's magl., It is from a man who regards what is available as worthless,.
lach of my mail léor from thooe not yet byfn when JFE was killed or those then children.
ihey and those a 1littlc older have for all practical purposes no means of acquiring any
background with vhich to begin any study «f disclosed yocords., Uthor than what :gill
deceive and miclead them, uldch alio c:m mesn misdireet thems Where it right have been
o little difieront, as L indicated to you, a man much respected on the Post, Howard
Willens, cnded the ind;-zj:ingf project begun by the drchives sayn after he joined the Com—

Sl mviuy T/

missioxn ctall an its 3 wan and as liaison with his enployer, DJ, 1'1ll add to this

after I finish ronding and correcting vhat I wrote earlier. I'd Dest lzave myself a reminder

be ause Pl iay soon cail we 4o lunch and then I have the doctor's appoiniment that, not

Tunetioning as + should today, I fo ‘got this morning, When I first gol access to UDI I /ﬂ/l,‘/- é/

took xerozes of the pages oi vhich I use excerpts in Whitewash L, those I added at the
‘5”&:‘#3"}/‘;:’;“( before printing it, to Ben Bradlee., e got the point quickly. ilo, I'd taken
hifr}x /ﬁxo;nc otvhier docunents carlier and thea I toul him a copy of the botk. He put Larry
Stern and Dan Kurzman on it and they asked me %o draw up some questions to be asked of
Jillens, I sat at o newroon typuriter and gave then but a single page of them. Kurzman
had been given the book to JE/'\GL‘.J band wan iwpressed by ite Idked it uuche Took me to

the cafeteria for coffee and to tallk absut ite Plai vas the rorning after he finished

reading it,

I remember now thet I Frst sv e 4o AL “#iendly. Perhaps that was because Laclf iathias
vl & .



had told fn that he had spoen to Fricndlf wihen he read the mse ind Friendly took me
into Baffdles's part of that office then.

Stern and Kurzman told me when they'd be back and I was there waiting for them,
Stern swent in to see Bradlee imvediately, Kurzmen sat and talked to me.

"Wou are in, Idd! le did not have a decent answer to anything!"

I had not asked anything of the Post. I just gave them the book Lo wie. They could
live, fovaanple, serialized it frec. + just wantod Lhe vord out.

Hext thing I lney, aud it o have been as soon as the next day, lurzman was no
loger on the Post. = lLosrd a ruwor it had to do with a story he'd written gout the’
Yordnicon *:‘c:public. Yhe story ua glven to Dick Haruood, who was then sitting I think
vhere hwreman hade I3 no’s seen him belore. lle secmed indifferrnt and a bit distant and

I recall notling 1% he asled ne or asked me about. And tha newrt tling 1 lmew there

was a story across tho too ol tho fvent poge, above the ma sthead, ia the “omorial Day
issue. 4 uar aluost watir 1o abont Bostein's Inquest. Which was, I suppose. politically

more ccophboble bocause it praised $h. W8I and went after Warven in particular. &gain, no
]
checkinge Hpstein s big point was that the autovsy ropert vag revritten and the re-

vritten ouo wac delivared o the Comrdssion uuch latev, perhaps in Jazmary. “n fact

that was the sup dowsntal roport the original seid ould bé filed later.

I suppose political accenbability ¢id not have to be spelled outs The some thing
happenod on the “imes. Fred Yra've: uan then its legal correspondent. L'd _iven him cne
of the firet coplos dnd  sow hin frow tine to time. lp comploined once that I wag coming

butween it and his wife beiaw o $he

~ time thor had for reading was in bed and she
rept Whitouosh fro. him mows ofton th 1 ndte Whon lie review appeared @t was all Spstein
save for about a seutence in vhich he iaulted me for being painstaeldng and overhwelming.

1 1 .

—An:Vhitoursh vas out about uo months before Bpstein's pub date, the end of qume.
Prom 5: CUL de the Tirst of th: five volumes of the special report LBJ ordered %he FBI
to make the nizht o. the assassination. I haveigi. You should see it! The last is on
Yuby and th: other volumes: are of gxhibits.It 1o a political diatribe against Osuald and

does not even bother to report all the shooting.



