HAROLD WEISBERG

7627 Old Receiver Rd.
Frederick, MD 21702

Hr. Courtland lilloy , Twd 5/1/9%
The Washington Post

1150 15 St,, W

Yashington, D¢ 20071

Dear ‘r. "illoy,

If rou were not a black writer on vhoéue word other blacks dépend 1'd not take this
time at 81 and in ix':xpaire'l health, Which explaing wy trping, for which f apologize.

Are you as a concern’a %lack willing to allow thez assassination of Dr, King to be
regarded as solvec%:i.thout any trial at all and with the accused man claiming he did not
do it and was coerced iuto accepting a guilty plea? .

lInve you ans basis in fact for what your diatribe in today's Post really is?

Have you made any effort tc; learn what fact there is, fact that is established in
the American way, in open court and subject to crosg—examination?

1 présuae tha’i: you wrote your column off the top of your head, without seeling any
information. Tou would have I ound it in the Pest's morgue. Checle j.i" for 1974, Dr if Paul
Valentine is st-i‘ with the Post in Paltimore, call lhim wp. lle was there and if his
recollection .Lu clear enough he'll tell vou that in those two weeks of evidentiary
hoaring Ray vwas exculpated and the phony liberal judge held that guilt or innocence
ﬂ/énsn imnaterial on vhal vay Bn‘)fbre hin - wvhether Rlay would get a trial.

Iou refer to a ‘meu trial." lle had none and he seeks one,

I vanted oux s_;'étem to work. I did not want a legal lynching when a man like 5{%
f:ing was assassinated. $o I crrenced for Ray to have pro bono countel and T was his in-
vestigator. I conducted the habeas corpus investigation that succeededs I then cénducted
thie investigation for the hearing that vas to deteriine whether Ray would get,the trial
he never had. Jin Lesar (575-1921) was the gunior member of the legal end di# th. defense.
lic also didsmost of the work at the hearings. lie and * both have transcripis. lou are
welcome to read nine whenever you may vant toe. '

Jin and L had two days for discovery before the hearings. Chief counsel wac abroad.
He has since died. With vhat ve got in those two hectic days we divided the p¥uparation
for the hearing this way: Jinm vould do the law and L would do the fact.

Percy Fopremen, then the country's most famous criminal lawyer, was the one who did
coerce ¥ay into the guilty plea. It feoll to me to prove that Ray had not bad the effective
assistance of counsel, onz of the tvwo bases of his claim to a triale Ilow docs one prove
that tlzjcomtry's wost Tauous eriminal lawyer did not do his job? I decided that the only
t-Ja_3 to do that was to in effect put the case on that [o.eman failed to do. And, subject
to crosseamination by the State of Kentucky, whose assistant attorney general threatened
me in the presence of another Tor what I was doing, we dicd exculpate Ray. Under botter

1.

conditions/:e coul.l have dounc it more effectively. Jiu souetimes had to question witnssses



he'd never laid eyes on, based on sugpgestions I typed "ff)'r him durdng the wee hours when
he had to be woriing on somcthing clses Bui despite thot we did put on so persuasive an
exculpatory case the juige had to say thnt guilt or innocence w#e immaterial to whether
of not he uould order a trial for Q@y. and in the fac® of all the evidence he held that
Ray's counsel had rendered ;éf;-i'cctive assistance and that they di(‘ not have the very B
o’tf;t;’v:.ou.. ocouflicts of inturest they all did have, (Iis earlﬂer Lounf,cl was A thur aneu,
Birminghan's rayor vhen thoue dog.: ond firehoses were jurned én demoﬂ%ﬂiﬁ’lﬁﬁ?ﬁ)

In all the monthe Fooeron vepresenttd @ay U,he spent only 10 hours with lim and he
spent much of that Litile time trying to persuade him to agee to cop a plea for thev
crime Ray insizted he did not commit. le finally got “ay to flo it‘ by threatening his
fomily. The Statomaxiiz and the FBI could no% place Ray at the scene of the crime at the
time of the crime. L proved hox;ao not there, with witnesses vho whthstood cross— exani-
nation. I also pr OVOd that the crime could not have been perpetrated as the State and
+the BRI <;1aime<1 :i.'t vase

A%t the time I mnde the off ort I did there was only one way to try to solve the
iing a sassi:mtion 5o thot the people could be satisfied and that was to get a trial
for Qa‘y. It remains the only possible way, only now he must produce'new evidence,"

Undcxi"‘enncwce lav he cculd invoked the "new t#ial" provision within 30 days if he
cntered a plea bul he could not do that if convicted by a jury. vo, knowing that he hod
to get rid of Foveman, who had his own complications to WOXTY, about, he finallg did
agree to thr plua and as you lmow,as soon as it was physicelly possible did notify the
Judge of hi: intention to seek a "new" {rial. If the judge had not dropped dead of a
heart attock while going over those very papers Ray would have had a trial, autodaticaelly,
from the course he opted. The lav was rewritten in cdirt lator when a new judg)e held that

1 law could be inWoked only by. the tial judge, who was safelr deade. "

Late: 1 sued the government under FOI4 for its records. I got about 60,000 .ages that .
not g single blaclk has ever cone hereto loolk at. F ma¥X & them all available to all \-rriiéng
in thais {ield or about the JFK assassination, relatving to which L nave many more reocords.

Lawson lknows about that hearings and what we\ Qdduced at it. You arc quite wfair to
lime '
There could be onc heliuva book in wl% have. The main reason I've devoted iyself
to the work I can do on the JFK audb.ssz,natlol}l ig black indifference.

lou have also been mnfair to your trusting rcaders and I believe to yourself,

@ Valentine knowus me froi: the past. So does Lardner, who is off writing a booke Of
those on the Post nov who can rmive yod an idea of what I have and do, I think that on

Outlook Jeff Yreank and in rec earch snne Bisele moy be willing to.

Sincercly, w }é,v
5 s AU/ /

larold ieisbers



"COURTLAND MILLOY

- No Syﬁmathy
i 5 For a Murderer

up for parole last week. The man who
pleaded guilty 25 years ago to assassinating
~ »:Martin Luther King Jr. actually had the gall to
j “ask to be set free. :
27 Andif that wasn’t shockmg enough, civil nghts

I couldn’t believe my. eyes: James Earl Ray was

o leader James Lawson showed up at the hearing to"

G ,speak on Ray’s behalf. Lawson was the strategy

“ vchairman for the strike among sanitation workers
that prompted King to make his fateful trip to

*Memphis in April 1968.

" With a news photographer capturing the

kobscene moment for all the world to see, Lawson

~walked over to Ray and affectlonately shook the .

.» gunman’s hand.

"~ What is wrong with our people’ How many
‘ways can we come up with to make ourselves
look totally stupid?

. Hosea Williams, another associate of ng s

T durmg the 1960s, also showed up to testlfy on

- .+Ray’s béhalf.

'f"« “T know in my heart that Ray didn’t pull that .

o tngger ” Williams told the parole board.

4. In his heart? What kind of evidence is that? If
lelhams knows something about the
assassmatxon, he ought to give it up. Or just be
J"quiet.. .
' f * In 1969, Ray admitted that he killed King.
" Befere sentencing Ray to a 99-year sentence,

- “Criminal Court Judge Preston Battle repeatedly
- «»asked Ray if he understood that his plea
" "precluded appeals. Ray said he understood.
“*" That should have been the end of Ray. But
" ‘three days later, he tried to retract that
-.confession and began seeking a new trial. Ray,
65 now contends that he was pressured to
J confess and says he just wasn’t “assertive”
[ enough to resist,
v ; That is ludicrous. Here is a man who was
7 “assertive enough to live the life of an armed -
e robber He was assertive enough to elude
R - See MILLOY, D8, Col. 5
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COURTI.AND"MILLOY

" MILLOY, From D1

capture for 14 months after
King’s assassination, assertive

- enough to escape from prison
after being convicted of the”
crime.

Moreover, a House Select
Committee on Assassinations
concluded in 1978, after a
two-year investigation, that Ray

killed Martin Luther King. '~ -

There may have been a k
conspiracy, the committee ,
noted, but Ray was telling the.
truth, the first time, when he
admitted puiling the trigger.

Lately, however, there has .
been a steady parade of black
civil rights activists acting asif -
Ray has been as wronged as
Nelson Mandela. !

“If Dr. King were alive, he
would be appalled that a person

-could be imprisoned for 26 years

“having had no trial,” Lawson
said. Never mind that people
who plead guilty don’t Have a
need for jury trial. ¢

Jesse L. Jackson, a longtime
aide to Martin Luther King, even
wrote the foreword to. Ray’s
autobiography. The book was a
blatant attempt to cash in on the
killing. It was titled “Who Killed
Martin Luther ng’” Asif Ray
did not know. :

Meanwhile, Hosea Williams
has been going around talking
about evidence hidden in his
heart.

. Thefact is, a new trial for Ray
would do nothing but give the
convict a chance to wriggle free
on a technicality. For all of the
talk by Ray’s lawyers of a
conspiracy that a new trial
supposedly would uncover, some
of the first words out of Ray’s
mouth at the parole hearing last
week were: “I wasn’t involved in
any type of collusive activity to
kill him. In other words, I wasn’t
some type of accomplice.”

Therefore, Ray’s lawyers
would have no reason to link him
to a conspiracy. They’d simply ’
try to confuse a jury by raising
the possibility that someone else
did the shooting.

Memphis District Attorney
John Pierotti seemed to be the
only one making sense about the
case when he said Ray's

‘productive than baby-sitting tlné’;“f,“ﬂ
,.senseless case,” he said. “The
‘whole thing is garbage.”

..+ requests were denied w1thout sy
- oral presentations. 4

~children loved him? e

supposedly new evidence is s
either fabricated or unprovable:a:~

“I could be doing a lot of other v
things that would be more

And it’s a stench that is gomg -
to be with us for quite some o2
time. powin

Although Ray has been ey
eligible for parole before, last. ;=<

‘Wednesday was the first time =~

s ]

" the Tennessee Parole Board e

agreed to hear arguments on hls~w:
release. In the past, all'of Ray’ Bimed

- This time, the vote was 3 to m:;
against parole. Ray needed four-={
votes. One of the seven board o sy
members had investigated .-
King’s assassination and
disqualified himself. The *
remaining three decided not to oo
vote when it became clear Riy _———
had lost his bid. - s

But two of those who voted vt
against Ray last week said theyww:
would favor his release when hé=nZ:
comes before the parole board =2
again in 1999. The very thought iy

is nauseating. [eris
Did Martin Luther King Jr e

have a chance to explain why he .

ought not have been :”il::”

assassinated? Did he gét to call ===

witnesses to say what a good
father he was and how much hxs

Did he get the opportunity to:-~.
speak before a panel to say howim.er
much his people needed him and ™

tell what a loss it would be to

have us deprived of hlS

leadership? !
No, he did not. And the man P

who shot him down in cold bloc

-on a balcony that dayin " :".I"

Memphis shouldn't have another

" chance either. B

I could understand Wnlhams e
and Lawson showing some :
compassion if Ray, having =~ 7.
confessed, had expressed great . .
remorse and sorrow. You could . ;
shake his hand on the way to the - ﬁ
gas chamber. -

But to offer a hand of support
to an unrepentant sinner? Come.".
on, Rev. Lawson. Sometimes wé
bend over backward so far to
appear forgiving that we end up
kissing our own behinds, :




