Dear Geowge, 10/1/34 _

Your thig morning's piece on the NOT 1P handling of wiretap data in the Donovan
Case sugeests that you zmd/or 2y sources nay be interested in how the FiI hides
such stuff. It has no file classification for this kind of information and it
departs from its own practise in avoiding filing in the ap.ripriate "main" files,

Tapes and other related information are filed so that on Search it is auto-
mgéiéally ignored as "irre¥evant,"

The 66 "administrative matters" classification is used, referred to internqlly
as "uduats." 4s of my last knowledge.

4ccording to normal FBI bractise, everything relevant ig in the "mginv file,
with "see references" used forsuch things as persong mentioned, ete.

The apbrent rationale that would be used to justify thig misfiling is that all
wiretaps begin with an a istrative request and have to ke administered, therefors
Yadumat,"

The practical result is that theﬁ‘Bi conductsg ostensibly enormous searches
without identifying g single one of hundreds of tapes and other relevant records,

Shis is what happened vhen FBIHG sent a "no stone unturned" directive to all
59 field ofiices to be able to inform OFR for its int:rnal King investigation. In
404 pages of inventories only not a single tape tumed up inventoried. The means
by which FBIHQ cues the field offices 1in is to follow what appears to be a diractive
ordering a complets and exhaustive search is to tcll each field office what files
are to be included. The field ofiices roperly understand this to mean no other
files are to bo included, “nly vhen a field office has its own ass to cover did they
even swsiest having anything else,

While thiu has nofdirect bearing on kmown tapes, is there any question of unknown
tapes, logs, transcripts wnd related nmorenda?

Sonmetines after copying duplicate filing is indimated in the veryical margins,
in addition to in the originul records If the record itaelf has no geiizl nunber thop
the original or "recorded" eopy 18 indicated in the nargine Leaks are sonctines noted
in this hanner, as with an xvef +o o 94 file. Technically this indicates "research
matters" but it ig actually for prress, lobbying, lesks, etc,

Bast,



