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De r den,

You'd have had this avology more promptly wer: it no* that I've had a nunber of
“'rips oun which * cannot dirive msyclf and consultations le dlng to heart surgery next week.
However, there really is no excuse, unles: you, too, huave begun to realize vhat age can
do to us. I'n &érry I confused those tvo Umban nanes. and I thank you for having 2ichirallo
inforn me.

Tease accept what I do not intend as a boast in the spirit in vhich 1 offer it:
in the 25 years that tho os® has, internittently, used me as a source and during which
I have undersaien to try to inforn it so that we nigh* both better meet our responsibilities
I can recall no other instance in uldch I was factually incorrect. as we both leurned
many years ago, this is our priuary obligatione I still remenuber and aw) pleased vith
George Lariner's surprised exclauation of years ago, "Why, you are defending the FiI."
4ccuricy then required that o me. 3ut if you vere nore fandiliar vith ny wvork you'd :mow
that it has focusaed nuch pore on the M3I than the Warren Comnission. and in countless
fengthy and detailed affidavits filed in fmnunerable FOIA lawsuits it has never been ablé
to rofutte any of uy attestations - and it even declined to cross—exauine ue on scveral
occasions while it was seeldng to do ne ine. (1t found stondwalling nore effective.)

I look back also on seven nublished bocks o. the nost controversial content and
can't recall & half~dozen even incignificant factual errors. There isn't one that is
significant. 412 but two were uritten in great haste and are rough drafts. &1l gof *close
scrutix@ fron the FBI and CI4 if not also other agencies. 3ut not uuch fron the press,
vwhich began with preconceptions and volicy determinationse

I'n really quit: sorry that so nuch of what - have learned, and by this I mean
establishsd by fact 4 obtuained, has litile chance of ever being kioun to the people
whose knowledge, under our systen, is reqguired for the vrop:r funciioning of our systen.

Loy work has nover been the osursuit of a whodunit., It is I t'dnk I can say fairly,
a deep and broad study of how the :rajor iustitutiions of our society worked in tines of
great siress and since then. aside fron countless boxes it tales up nmore than %0 mostly
full file cabinets. I do not have any cous dracy theorizing in any of ny work aithough,
for history, L have sone of this misintornative conspiracy theorizing by others. along,
in most instunces, with ny debubuhldiig; of thom.

411 of it will be a public archive at local Hood, Polldge but no matter what is
done with it in the future finding irtmortant litile stBries in some 300,000 or more
pages of official records alone will not be easy. Some will not be difficult, if there
ever is the interest, and that we camiot know now. On Oswald, for exanple - what the
agencies knev ani the Commission should have knowm and all suporresed about him. Like his
top secret and crypto security clearnnces when he was a marine. +t is not in his service
recofd but it is true. Was this inportant in 196%, 1964, when the Scnate and iouse sup-
posedly investigated? Even now? There is nuch nore like it that does not coue as readily
%o mind vhen ny mind is dominated by other concerns.

In my view the assassination of any president is “he nost subversiv: of ppusible
crimes in our society and any one places the greatest responsibilities oﬁ all our insti-
tutions for their preservation and that of our kind of society. 1t is my part of ‘this
resvonsibility tha® ¥ have tried to keep in the miles we have before we sleep and I hope
you can believe that this is what underlies every effort + have nade to inform the Post.
I an sure that neither you nor anyone clse there can recall a single effort that was in
any sense self-geekinge

liaybe 1've rambled a bit but I want you to understand that I am sincere in making

this apology and at the sane tiue, partpculoa S, juncture in ny life,so glad +
I've hgd tgyﬁew to naies. Jith best” wis es, 'Lr:kg‘oig Velsb‘(]erg ur ‘»'l y7 »50 glad that
A1 /{/



