br.'Ben Bradlee, editor 7627 0ld Receiver Hoad

The Washington Post Yrederick, hd, 21701
1150 15 8¢, NW 6/20/90
Washington, D.C. 20071 /3

Dear ﬂen'

Several times in recent weeks Post reporters have repeuted the government's
interpretation, that érafat had recognized the State of Israel, This is not true,
and -1-hope you will have soueone take the tine to establish the truth for pou. It
will not be difficult,

When Arafat was under aduinistration gﬁd other pressures to state that he did
recognize the State of Israel and its right to live within secure borders, he first
mugbled what satisfied nobody. He then was pressured again. What he then evolved was
on TV and this is hou you can determine for yourself what he actually said.

It was quite sinple: instwad of "State" he said "people",

Rucognizing the "weople" of Israel is entirely different than recognizing the
"State." He did not recognize the State of Isrgel., .

But apparently the administration was s0 anxious to be able to pretend that he
did recognise the State it just suid that he had,

He did not and he did not dare. He knows only too well what vould happen jget
if he did, Not that his recognition is binfling on the PLO. Its top Iady had then only
recently uet in North 4frica and had specifically rerused to fssue the binding statement
the aduinistration wanted, ﬂ

S
With the exception of Sadat, vho did not survive 1%, no arab séede has ever recogni-
zed the right of the State of Israel to exist aud all have persisted in a state of war
with ite &nd without them Arafat and the PLO are both lost and broke.

The situation %there is now perhaps more fraught with danger than at auy time since
the state was established. he potential for another holocaust does exist. Persistence
in reporting the administrationds official nythology as fact can help the world, not
Just the Jews in Israel, suffer another holocaust.

I've followed the situation there with considerable interest for Yyears. Knowing
vhat happened to &rab rulers who even talked to Israelisg- vhich is how Hussein got to
be King of Jordan - and what happened to Arabs, including of the P1Q,who talked to
Isreelis in Burope, I paid close attention to what arafat really said. I was stunned
when nobody in the media picked up the truth and instead adopted the administration's -
and Arafat's - line, -

' e
I hope you will be interested enough to have a reporter examine the tapes that
1l networks and perhaps the Post's own stations have and be satisfied that when called
w to recognize the right of the State of Israel to 1live in peace within secure borders
Arafat refused to do this and made instead the ne.ningless aubstitution.
Be it wighes,

[/,.

Harold Weisberg



