
rd Cohen; 

1073, R
ichard N

ixon" respO
nded to a m

em
o 

from
 H

enry K
issinger; his 'national security advis-

er; b
y W

ritin
g, "

T
h

e tim
e h

as com
e to stop

 
pandering to Israel's intransigent position. O

ur 
actions over the past have led them

 to think w
e 

w
ill stand w

ith them
 regardless, of hoW

 unreason-
ab

le th
ey are."

 A
lm

ost 20 years later, th
at 

m
essage has finally been delivered. 
B

ut B
ush is the first A

m
erican president to go 

public w
ith his frustration—

at a press conference 
' in w

hich he em
ployed for Israel a tone once 

• reserved for Saddam
 H

ussein. H
e dem

anded that 
C

ongress postpone action on Israel's request for 
$10 billion in loan guarantees (not aido m

ind you) 
and prom

ised a veto if C
ongress w

ent ahead 
anyw

ay. B
ush said nothing short of M

iddle E
ast 

peace w
as at stake. 

N
onsense. W

hat's at stake here is the presi-
d

en
t's n

ose. It's b
een

 ou
t of join

t ever sin
ce 

Secretary of State Jam
es B

aker III w
as three 

tim
es greeted in Israel by the cacophonous estab-

lishm
ent of m

ore W
est B

ank settlem
ents. T

he 
erection of those settlem

ents, the bellicosity and 
intransigence of Prim

e M
inister Y

itzhak Sham
ir 

• (not to m
ention the M

anifest D
earing m

entality of 
H

ousing M
inister A

riel Sharon) have all sounded 

use 
.:r to B

ush like a peraonal challenge—
not to m

ention • 
cause to w

onder about the w
ord of the Sham

ir 
governm

ent. D
uring the day, it talks m

ien-ably 
about settlem

ents. A
t night, m

ore and. m
ore of 

them
 go up. 

L
obbyists for Israel w

ho are now
 w

ringing 
their hands over B

ush's latest threat seem
 to 

forget that Sham
ir and Sharon (or is it Sharon and 

Sham
ir?) seem

 intent on settling the W
est B

ank in 
such a w

ay that it-;-and especially E
ast Jerusa-

lem
=w

ill irrevocably rem
ain a part of Israel. T

o 
an A

m
erican president, it hardly m

atters w
hether , 

Sharon intim
idates Sham

ir or has the prim
e 

m
inister's consent. W

hat m
atters is that every 

settlem
en

t is m
ore th

an
 a p

lace • to live for 
Israelis, It's also an expression of contem

pt kr a 
president w

ho's not all that favorably disposed to 
Israel anyw

ay. O
ver at W

alker's P
oint, Sham

ir 
m

ust be considered dovinright w
eird. B

ush has 
alm

ost no beliefs w
hile Sham

ir w
ould kill for his. 

B
ut being right is not the sam

e as being either 
w

ise or sensitive. T
he settlem

ent issue w
hile 

vexing w
as not also pressing. It, could have w

aited 
until the M

iddle E
ast peace conference w

as 
convened. In the first place, no A

rab state has 

• 

publicly raised the settlem
ents issue as a precon-

dition for- attending a peace conference. 'A
nd, 

Second, if. Israel is ever to renounce further 
settlem

ents (nO
 certainty, by any m

eans), it w
ould 

do so only in exchange for Som
ething m

om
entous 

from
 the. A

rab states—
not m

ere loanantees 
froth W

ashington. T
hat w

as the C
aupr  D

avid 
form

ula, Israel gave up the Sinai in exchange for 
P

eace w
ith

 E
gyp

t. F
or p

ek
e, a m

ajority of 
Israelis m

ight be thrilled to kiss even the. settle- 
m

ents goodbye. 	
7 	

„
 

W
hatever division exists.* the A

m
erican Jew

-
ish cciniM

unity or w
ithin Israel over settlem

ents 
is M

t present, though, w
hen it com

es, to helping 
R

ussian Jew
s em

igrate to Israel. T
hat hai been a 

longtim
e goal of A

m
erican foreign policy (the 

Jackson-V
anik am

endm
ent, for instance) and a 

passionate crusade for A
m

erican Jew
s—

especial-
ly those w

ith ancestral recollections of R
ussian 

antisem
itism

. It seem
ed to all concerned that this 

w
as a w

orthy hum
anitarian effort, distinct from

 
settlem

ents or any other, issue-an effort that 
had strapped the A

m
erican Jew

ish com
m

unity to 
the tune of $900 m

illion in loan guarantees. T
he 

B
ush adm

inistration w
as supposed to do its part. 

Instead, one delay has been follow
ed by another. 

T
he Israeli governm

ent b, right now
 m

ulling 
W

hat som
e m

ight call an A
m

erican-offered com
-

*M
O

, A
ctu

ally,-  it's n
oth

in
g of th

e sort N
o 

!natter. Jerusalem
 should accept it. It sim

ply 
cannot w

in a fight w
ith an A

m
erican president 

over w
hat m

ost A
m

ericans w
ould see as an aid 

package. Israel cannot play the role of.  the in- 
' 

grate` '8Pw
im

g 	
offer of charity and dem

and- 
r  

ing som
ething else on its ow

n term
s. E

ven if the 
Israel lobby could w

in this fight in C
ongress, the 

legislative victory w
ould am

ount to a stunning 
public relations loss. It should not be attem

pted. 
A

bove all, though, Sham
ir and other Israeli 

politirians have to understand the new
 realities. 

T
hey cannot persist in thinking that w

ith corium
-

' nism
's rig&

 m
ortis and Israel's dim

inished strate-
gic value to the U

nited States, nothing , has 
changed in W

ashington. M
uch has. W

ith the C
old 

W
ar over, the sentim

ents of R
ichard N

ixon (or 
Jim

m
y C

arter) can now
 be im

plem
ented by a 

president w
ho is all too anxious to do so. B

ush 
seem

s intent on teaching Sham
ir a lesson every-

one A
m

erican kid already know
s: B

eggars can't 
be choosers. 

fer 


