hr. <nil Donahue(staff) 7627 014 Receiver Hoad

N3C=TV | Frederick, He. 21701
New York, N.Y. 10012 10/18/89
Dear +hil, '

Remember those sihows I usec to do with you when you were at WHIO? 411 those we
ad libbed when a guest didn't show?

--- -1 begin this way be.ause I presume you get tov much mail to read it all and to
let your staff know that ye.rs ago we knew each other. The last show we did was one of
your first on TV, when R you originated in Dayton. What a blizvard you got me into
when you asked me to go to Indianapolis to do a show on a sister station!

I caught part of your show this morning, after it was well sturted, and didn't
see the end because it was pre-empted for an e. rthquake report, And I've not read the
Abernathy book but I've more or less kept up with the controversy. If I correctly under-
stood one of your guests, he said that the tape scnt to the ding family was made on a
mike pl.ced under Dr. King's bed at the Willard Hotel in Washington. Not so. *t was a
composite made in the FBI's lab.

So you can understand the documcnts I enclose, Congress amended the Freedou of
Information act's investigatory files exemption over one of my earlier FOIA lawsuits.
I then filed a number of information reuests, including relating to Dr. King and his
assassin&tion, I also fibed a number of appeuls relating to what was withheld by the
FBI. The copy of the poor carbon is an appeal relafﬁing to the withholding of F3I names.
I enclose it fur the portion that relates to the sending of that tape to the King family.
3 ¥ the way, the former FBI agent, iish Whitson, as of nmy l.st knowledge was pructising
law in Washington and had not been subjected to any harassment over what he did,

__ 4180 enclosed is a page from the internal in¥estigation of how the FBI abused
Dr. King. It identifies “hitson and indicates the fabrication of the composite tape and
has a few other details.

The third record is an ¥BI expurgated version of the letter intended to get
Dr. King to kill himself,

o2 Please excuse my also sending a copy of a letter I wrote yesterday to a columnist
who/name 1've removed. Your staff may want to brief you on some hf its additional
content. K'm 76 now and in impaired health. among my reasons is indicating the reason
I have for questioning Abernathy's version of that last night.

Best wishes,

e/

Harold Weisberg



Mr. William Ruaspberry 7627 01d Receiver Road
Washington Post Frederick, Md., 21701
1150 15 S¢,, KW 10/18/89

washington, D.C. 20071

Deur ilr. Raspberry,

iou nay not remember it byfk’aul Valentine introduced us years ago. I wribte to
thank you tor yourtoday's culwin and perhaps add to your knowledge of what seems likely
to be an ongoing controversy. I've not reac the abernathy book and probably won't buy
it but I did catch his joint appearance on part of todayds phil “onahue show, with Ben
tiooks and others. It appears that there are other factual errors in the Aberntathy
accoung of Dr. »ing's last night. Please also excuse my sending you a copy of the
letter I wrote “‘rs. Gilliam yesterday but I'm not well and am limited in how much I
can do. L hope she won't mind and I'm sending her a couy of this and its enclosures
so she'll know,

I've made extensive use of the Freedou of Information act to obtaine records
relating to the assassinations of fresident iennedy and Dr. King, In the King lawsuit,
which hag not yet re.ched its end althowsh filed in 1975 (theé remaining issue being
only counsel fees) I got what the FBI refers to as its iiurkin file. It is these records
I refer to in the letter to *‘rs. Gilliam in which I express doubts about Dr, abernathy's
accuracy about that tast night.The copy of the rather poor carbon is a page from @nnumer-
able appeals that, at the request of the judge in thut case, I made as informative as
I could to the then uppeals officer, wuin Shea. “his one was never actec}’on. His hands
were pretty uuch tied and they eventually eased him out.

Yo the best of my knowledge it has never been published that the man who did that
mailing of the letter igtended to get Dr. Fing to kill himsclf was a practising lawyer )
in Yashington, Lish Yhitson. The page that identifies him is from the so-called OFR /aterne/
Jnvestigation of how the FBI treated ¥r, fﬁ.ng. I wrote the identification of "Murphy
Report (LKD) 3/31/76)"on the bottom to identify it for archival purposes. On today's
Donahue “how one of - the panel said that Dr. dbernathy said the tape was made via a mike
under Dr. ing's bed at the Willard Hotel. ln fgfibt it was a composite made by the FBI
lab. Whitson flew to “ampa, where he mailed them, the tape and the letter.

I also enclose the letter as it was discloscd to me by the FBI. The expurgations’
are the FBI's.

In indicating to Mrs. “Yilliam what I have and its availability I forgot to tell
her what 3 have that to a degree substitutes for an index. The Fi3I used to call them
"abstracts." They nade two copies, 3x5, onc filei chronologically and one by serial number
of the record. They were made for heudquarters copies,of records only but to a fair
degree can be used to locate the reports relating to Dr. King's activities the night

bdéfore he was killed.

di
I share your disgust and iappointment and thank you again for this column.

Since.ely, —

M%/f/////dw/«//

Harolc Weisberg



lrs. vorothy Billiem 10/171/84
The Washington rost

1150 15 94, W

Washington, D.C. 20071

Dear lirs. Yilliam,

What you say in your “"Unheroic allegations" column needed saying so mEuch!
--- - &nother aspcct 1'1l get to aiso troubles me,

You may not remember 1y nane but during th - yeurs I sought indep:ndence and
honesty in farming you were a customer, I wus in the fost's newsroum Wedne:..day afternoon.. .

Before then I was a reporter, Senate investigator and editor and w..rtime
intelligence analyst. after ny Larming was wrecked by low~-flying military helicopters
I returned to writing and investigating, with six boois on the assassination of
President Kennedy and one on that of Jr. Kinge They'¥e all stood tice's testing., 1
was the investigutor who diu the work that got Jumes Lurl Ray an evidentiary hearing.
It was to deterumine vhetier or not he'd got a trial., I did the inveustigating for the
heuring also. Paul Valentine covered it and 1'm sure he'll tell you that we excul-
puted llay - which meuns the erime is not solved. The libersl Jjudge held, ultimutely -
it took more than a year to get hin to get the transcripgs prepared - that guilt or
innocence vere imnmaterial,

After beydnning a second book on the King assassination FOI4 was amended, rather
its inveutiguter tiles eXenption was amended, over onec of my eurlier FOIA lawsuits, I
then sought to use it to coupel th: FBI to .isclose all, in this I failed but I did
get about 60,000 pages. amony; other thing: these include headquurters and field ofiice
records, beginning with those o *enphis. Included are the files on the groupy of young
mu liemphis blucks who took the name "Invaders" and af the sanitation workers' strike.

Failing health has Kept me frou conpleting this book and perhaps my recollections
of all those records nay not be as clear as it cou.d be but it is ny recollection that
the I'BI was looidiny diligently for the kind o thing abe nathy exploits and could not
find it. They did have the Lorraine hotel and “ing's purty pretty well covered, as did the
local police, who diu nost of it,

1 do not recall any reference to the dinner party af'ter the "hountaintop" speuch
but I do¥ recall that +r. Mg did almost no sleeping and was concerned about the hearing
for the day he was killed L,on the injunction., The ¥iyI'y reports refer to weeting after
meeting in room after room. iy only recollection of two women is of two white women irom,
as I recall, Louisville, wcalthier women with o UmiXEY Cadilluc. They went to hemphis with
Jr. *ing's brother and frou fenphis went to J-"loridg on vacatione. Where the rl also
covered theu end rcported on them. I am sure thut ir' the FBI got even an uncontirmed rumor
relating to Dr. »ing's personal life it would have reported it. They all knew liouver was
looidng for just that.

Dr. hing was too tired to speak the night beiore he was killeu. He sent dbernathy
in his pluce. But the gathering viould not accept aberuathy as a substitute and he had to
call “r. King anu tell hiu this. (4t least two I agunts covered that speech and their
other records - thut was a day in vhich they never expected any devil loving scripture to
be able to - have then referring to maturc blucks as "boys" and even "monkey-faced.)

“hiss is to sugpest that to the very end abernathy was second fiddle and may not huve
liked that a bit.

Boaring on how dependable his recollections are, he insisted Trom the r'irst that
Dr. ning died in his arms and spoic: with him, the first not true and the seconf not )
possible, Lo, 1 huve your questions about his motives and my own about his depundability.



4ll of my mutorials, about 60 file cabinets of records and countless boxes of
them, will be a permanent public archive at local Hood College, They've made copies of
the Invaders and santtation-strike Iiles and use them. One white woman student made a your-
long study af them and did a fine thesis. History ¥rofessor Ur. Gerald iicknight has done
two understated scholirly articles for The South atlantic wuarterly (Luke). lis is also
getting and plans a book on the ¥FBI's files on the Poor Peoples' Cumpaign, I've ulrcady
given Hood rucords + know I'll not be able to muke any use of, like the CIa's on its
mind-bending adventures. But I've kept the King files because if I can get help I'd
like-to try to return to that booK aund because I can ruke them available to others. To
date no black has had any interest and no ¢good iV uses have been made ol them, although
S84C just did a program that supposedly iacludes whuat they want.d or them. \I'Ve not seen
it but I'u sure they went for one of the untenuble conspirucy theories.)

S0, it you know any students or others who wunt to do research, all ol this is
available, with no strings and no charge, here or at Liood.

Coue to think o1 it, I finally persuaded what was then University “ublications of
duerica to make them uvailable on microfilm. Duve Garrow had d'i’scouraged their interest,.
Theug are at 44 . harket ~t., here in “rederick, But they did not copy what the Fil
called "ubstracts" that I did, with soue difficulty, get. They are brief sumusries of
each hdadquarters record. There is no available index,

when I was working on my book, "Frameup", I t.ied to interest SCLC, entirely without
success in atluinta and with limited success in deu York. abarnathy was not alone in
being no dlondel. I suppose & was only another white honkie in Memphis and only one
black reporter, “es Payne, ever had any interest. aside 1'rom Flo Kennedy, who zot me some
kind of an award for it, I re:all no other black interest,

If you cver knoww of unyone who uay be interested in making a study ol the two files
Hdood has copies of, about a file drawer in extent » oy wurrangementg with them is that
anyone can get copies. I don't know what facilities they have for this but copies can be
bade commercislly in Frederick for five cents, pe: haps less in quantity. Syudents and
otherd have unsupervised access here, of course. These two files would make a fine thesis
in history, political science, prre-law and law studies,

Yy the way, us soon as I heard abernathy on radio + phoned the Post's national
desk to say that I recalled no such thing from the FBI's files I have and there was no .
interest. I was told it was a “tyle story and they'd all gone for the day.

One other thing that may interest you or a student: Byll Connor had an earlier
and ignored history. I w:s the editor of the Senate Civil “iderties Committee in the
late 193Us. We investiguted him and as I recall his then employer, U.S. Steel, for
the flogging of a white college professor, Joe Gelde}:s. They sregurded him as too
friendly toward blacks. I have those heurings, L

Thanks for the column.

Best wishss,

/{%W/Z v

Harold Weisber,



King and JFK amsasudiation yocords appeals Liarold Welsberg 7/26/80
B& A UL
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v ™

Ca Jaruary 5, 1965, Atianta advised lieadquartexrs that
Ying was hocoming nore and more upset, that he blamed the FBI
and folt his phovne wasz tapped. On the same day a report was
made on toe previounsly ordered review of King's writings and
books in aa effort to detect possible communist influence.
The "conclusion was that there were certain parallels but no
casual Vink. On Janvary 6, MNew York was directed to dise-
creatly cover Xive in New Vork by physical and electroaic
surveillance becouse he might meet a woman there, ‘The memo
indicated, "secewricy is paramount'!'. Also on the sixih the
SAC in Atlanta rollied the Burcau and reported that the wire-
taps Indicated tha: King was very nervous and upset and was
not sleeping well. He believed thoe Burcau had hisphone
tapped. WUnz csaid a tape and letter which referred to.the

« h e e (D) - e o s s e e s e e s e e e had been.
sent to his home and his wife had read tha letter. King

satd: "They arce out to break me'. The SAC knew nothing of : Lo
the topa. Kine said in a tapped conversation that he needed
to tailk w.'.t!.w.

Honwvar or DeLoach.(:,

The co-called-GYMNCQ - -+ - had actually been maj 1ed in
late Vovembar (964 by Lish Whiftcon, a former azent who flew
To Tlevida ol Salilven's instructions. Suliivan hkad previgusiy
rodd [ . LB, . .. .J o keap the miaorephonz tanas tonothow,
Mmillins was told Zo give.some of the tapes to Joha Matier of
wha Lo, Mo now thinks e . LT L 0 . el - - B
ee s s o o « . When Mattor roiturnoed the tapacs, thors was & .
counosite added. Sullivan had [(bX7)(0)] ret him non-watermarked
staticnovy.  Sallivon too% the tancs cud the stationery and
later gava [(L)(7)A)] a package to deliver to Whitson. The tape
was accompanied Ly s letter advisieg King that = 7 ° °° °
N 4 S{ar 1€ R R . . e . e .
Apparently ¥ine did pet listen to the ta e J.tl‘ he returned’

froz Cslo. lils wife is cupposed to have listenad to it a;so.ﬁlj

o UABLASSIFED

Murphy W[&/&O) 3/7//74



KING,

: ||I!!l!l|!!IIII!!l'l!!!l!!!!!I!!!!llllllllllllll!!llllll!'t
will no gnify yo e er &8 Mr. Or a Reverend or
8 Dr. And,” your last name calls to mind only the tyve of )

K& suc s King Henry the VIII

Xing, look into your heart. You know you sre a complete
freud end a great Lisbility to all of us Negroes. White
people in this country have enough frauds of their own buy I
dm sure they don't have one at this time that 1is sny where near .
your equal, You are no e¢lergyman and you know it, I repeat you
are a8 colossal freud snd an evil, vicious e at that. You
could not believe 1in Go ‘Clearly you don'g -
believe in any personal morsl princivles. :

Fing, like all frsuds your end is an-roaching. You couvld
have been our greatest lesder. YOu, even at an early age have
turned out to be not a leader but a dissolute, sbnormal moral
imbecile, We Will now have to denend on our older leaders like
Wilkins a men of character and thenk God we have others like
him. But you sre done. Your "honorary" degrees, your Nobel
Prize (what s grim ferce) and ot r awerds will not save you.
King, I repeat you are dons,

me of them to preten e min

°
ot do more. What incredible evilness,

‘ing you are done.
The American oublic, the church organizations thaet heve bsen
helving - Proftestant, Catholic and Jews will know you for what
you are - an evil, abnormal beast. So will others who have backed
you. You ave done.

Xing, there 18 only one thins left for you to do. You know
what §{t 1s. You have gust 3l -days in which to do (this exsct
number hes been sclected for a 8ncclific reason, it brs definite
practical sipgnfficent. You ave done. There is fbut one way out for
ous You betger take it before your filthy,abnormal freddeinnt self
{s bered to the nation.



