Mr. Colman McCarthy 7627 014 Receiver Hoad
Washington Post Frederick, Md. 21701
1150 15 St., NW 2/26/89

Washington, D.C. 20071

Dear Mr McCartpy,

The caption on your today's column, "Ideally, Isruel Should Not Have Changed,"
stat;; fhe reality entirely missing from .your column,iin which you intellectualize
without any contact with the realities of Israel's situation today.

It is not easy for me to say that I see no real slternative for Israel because I
was a pacifist during the Great Depression and opposed even compulsory ROTC, which cost
me my degree, and because I dislike Shamir, his government and what he has stood for
and much of what he has done.

Tou cd'te Michael Lerner's call,”negotiate now," and you say "to negotiate requires
a spirit of introspection." 4bove all negotiation requires a partner willing and able to
keep his word and there is no partnet and no combination of powers whose word can mean
anything to Israel and to its security, if nqt it,continued existence. '

You say that "to 'drive Israel into ﬂ!e sde'" is no longer a “"credible" arab
objective and you say this in the face of the fact that every one of the Islamic mmok
countﬁ.es except Egypt insists on remaining in a state of war With Israel and that,
despite Arafat's false pretenses, it remains the objective stated in the PLO's charters

If you read what Araffxt was finally able to mumble about recogniging the Btate
of Ismael, he did no such thing, hox‘;ver ;much our Sta'l;i Department gj®zed on his mumbles,
He spake only in terms of "peoples” and he did not pledge the security or the State of
Israel.

Had he it would have meant noth:lé and to underscore this, from the best inforiation
availuable, to show that his word meant nothing, we had that passenger plane bombed in
widair by those who oppose his leadership. Indeed, his own gangs violated his pledge of
no assaults on Israel promptly and were caught at it.

But even if 8ruafat wanted to and was able to control those who oppose him, and of

those iroups one has been responsible for almost a thoud.nil bloody acts of internaticnal



terroriam including the bombing ot airports, piracy on the high seas, the burning of a
Ureek ferry and acts of religious terrorism, all having nothing to do with the State
of Israel, how can he control the more than 20 Islamic powers that inisty on being in
a state of war with “srael?
~““"How can he contﬂl Iraq, with its history and itslmanufacture and use, even against

its own people, of chemical/bacteriological warfare¥ medino ?

Or Saudi arabia, which now hasmarplanes with a range that Puts even Yreece
within their striking capability?

Or Libya and its now established intent to enéaga in CBW and its well-established
intent to wipe Israel off the face of the earth?

4nd so much more like this, the reality Israel faces today and will face for years.

Particularly, how can Arafat ,+4f of good purpose or Israai control Syria and its
military capebilities and all the anti-Israel activity for khich it is responsible,
ranging ﬁ@ngupport of terrorism to wholesale inflaﬂgtion of the Islamic world by
such incitations as the Czarist forgeries, "The Profftocols of the Learned Elders of
Zion? ! (LA E L )

It is a fact that the really small country of Israel is surrounda‘ on JQah'
by chuntifres at a state of war with 13»% have permitted the use of their land
for military operations and terrorism against "sraelm W%”mu‘( Wb).

It is a4 fact that at some points Israel is not even ten miles wide. Thi/:l putd)it

. wilh wmunity >

within range of today's hand-hald artillery - to be ron countries that have
insisted on war and a state of war with it for its entim_id:—_;nfe.

Would you want to livet that way, undev that threat?

and 1¢ these Islamiolpow@did not want to "drive Israsl into the sge" why do they
peraist in)i-efusing peaca? . ’ -

Of the original Palestine territory, more than 70 percent is and has been an
Arab state. Going back as far as the “ritish 1937 Peel Commission Jews were willing to

gsign an agreement to limit the State of lsrael to only about 10 percent of what remained
of Pales‘d% after Trans-Jorday, an Arab state, was established. From then until now



each and every proposal to end the war and Y gi;m agrement in which Arabs
recognized a State of Israel was rejected bmﬁrmyTlﬁs includes the Wlis
Plan and even Israelzb offers of even more éonceas:l.‘ons of land,
Now there is the pretense of an le‘/thﬂ.t does not exist and would mean nothing
if it-did because there is no partner with whom Israel can negotiate and none who can
hope % survive negotiating the existence of a State of Lsrael. Qemember what happened
to abdullah when it was only augpectéd that he would negotiate and with Sadat, who did
negotiate, who did recognigze lsrael, and who did get himself assassinated.
For years PLO elements have been assassinating those who even talk to lsraslis
in Burope and some of those gangs é‘hve even been assaessinating their own defected members
and those they only suspect of abandoning hiolencealvmm ‘/1/1/‘/”44" %
Your caption is correct, "Ideally, Isrsel Shouldn't Have Changed," but zg*
reality over which Israel had no control did force these changes neither of us likes 6 &a,f
and-you ignore all the awful re.lity only a fraction of which I cite.

You think otherwise but I think the views you express look,to another holocaust.

Have you any notion of how many of them Jews somehow have' Iived through"f Including
‘ohammed ' a2

Ypu have an emotional attachment because trees were pl‘anted in your name. Much earlier
than that + had my #irst emotional attachuent when as a boy in the early 1920s I won
first ﬁize for the State of Yelaware for collections fo¥' the Jeiishl”ational fund, to
§¥ buy the land in which your trees might be planted. is

I'have another emotional attachment: I am the first member of ny family no matter
hof{far back you go ever to be born into freedom., This is not the history of most Jews
and for those who want to live where we all came from I want as clase an approximation of
what I was born with for them. They can;t get it from Islam today. Islam today remains
pledged/to the opposite. Arafa?ﬁeiths#intenda it nor can he assure it if he so wanted.

“ou have not faced the ugly redlities of survival for lsrael. Instead you e

hrie uu«fx«hcf
theorized, intellectualize and engage§y in bashing of p@”‘ nation to large

a part of the entire world objects and wants to wiped;ut. Ol /h’v Ted %—M"l ﬂh/k]///'




I was a pfifist at the time of the Oxford Pledge and was willing to pay thagéost.
yxalso was a soldler in World War II because Hitler enddd the possibility of pacifism,
because Hitler was a reality to be faced. I could not be a pacifist when we were at
war with Hjtler, And although Xdeally, Israel should not have changed, realities for which
we all_ are responsible forced those changes and they are'the coat of Israel's survivel.

Sincerely

/4
M Harold Weisberg

that of Jewish tradition.

I would dearly love the world to be different but it isn't.
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