Mrs. Dorothy Hilliam 10/17/89
The Washington Post

1150 15 &, , IW

Washington, D.C. 20071

Dear lrs. Yillianm,
What you say in your "Unheroic dllegations" column needed saying so n@uch!
&nother aspect I'1ll get to also troubles me.

You may not remember my name but during th: years I sought indepundence and
honesty in farming you were a customer. I was in the Post's newsroum Wednesday afternoonst.

Before then I was a reporter, Senate investigator and editor and w..rtime -
intelligence analyst. after ny farming was wrecked by low-flying military helicopters
I returned to writing and investigating, with six books on the assassination of
President Kennedy and one on that of dr. fing. They'¥e all stood time's testing. I
vwas the investigator who did the work that got Jumes Eurl Ray an evidentiary hearing.
It was to determine whether or not he'd get a trial. I did the inveutigating for the
heuring also. Paul Valentine covered it and I'm sure he'll tell you that we excul-
patex‘ Hay - which meuns the crime is not solved. The liberal judge held, ultimately -
it took more than a yeur to get niu to get the transcrlp;s prepared -~ that guilt or
innocence vere immaterial.

After be ining a second book on the King assassination FOIA was amended, rather
its :mvedtlgatw files exemption was amended, over one of ny eurlier FOIA lawsuits. 1
then sought to use it to coupel th: FBI to uisclose all, in this I failed but I did
get about 60,000 pages. among other things these include headquurters and field office
records, beginning with those of “emphis. Included are the files on the group; of young
mx Memphis blucks who took the name "Invaders" and &f the saenitation vorkers' strike.

Failing jealth has kept me from completing this book and perhaps my recollections
of all those records may not be as clear as it could be but it is my recollection that
the FBL was looking diligently for the kind of thing dbe nathy exploits and could not
find it. They did have the Lorraine lotel and »ing's purty pretty well covered, as did the
local police, who did most of it.

L do not recall any reference to the dinner party after the "Mountaintop" speech
but I do¥ recall that “r. “ing did almost no sleeping and was concerned about the hearing
for the day he was killed,on the injunction. The FBI's reports refer to meeting after
mecting in room after room. ky only recollection of two women is of two white women from,
as I recall, Louisville, wealthier women with a WsdX&x Cadillac. They went to jemphis with
Ur. “ing's brother and from “emphis wént to #loridds on vacation. Where the FBI also
covered thew and reported on theme I am sure that if the FBI got even an uuconfarmed rumor
relating to Dr. «ing's personal life it would huve reported it. They all knew Hoover was
looidng for just that.

Dr. hing was too tired to speak the night beiore he was killed. He sent abernathy
in his pluce. But the gathering vould not accept aAbernathy as a substitute and he had to
call Yr. King and tell him this. (At least two FBI agents covered that speech and their
other records ~ thit was a day in which they never expected any devil loving scripture to
be able to — have then referring to mature blacks as "boys" and even "monkeg-faced.)

*his is to suggest that to the very end abernathy was second fiddle and may not have
liked that a bit.

Buaring on how dependable his recollections are, he insisted from the first that
Dr. King died in his arms and spok: with him, the first not true and the seconf not
possible, Uo, i huve your questions about his motives and my own about his dependability.



411 of my materials, about 60 file cabinets of records and countless boxes of
them, will be a perumanent public archive at local Hood College. They've made copies of
the Invaders and santtation-strike riles and use them. One white woman student made a yeur-
long study of them and did a fine thesis. History +rofessor Dr. Gerald icKnight has done
two understated scholarly articles for The South atlantic Guarterly (Luke). He is also
getting and plans a book on the FBI's files on the Poor Peoples' Campaign. I've alrcady
given Hood records +~ know I'1l not be able to muke any use of, like the CIA's on its
mind-bending adventures. But I've kept the XKing files because if I can get help I'd
like to try to return to that booA and because I can muke them available to others. To
date no black has had any interest and no good TV uses have been made of them, although
B8BC just did a program that supposedly includes what they went«d of them. (I've not seen
it but I'm sure they went for one of the untenable conspirucy theories. )

S, if you know any students or others who wanit to do research, all ot this is
available, with no strings and no charge, here or at Eood.

Coue to think oi it, I finally persuaded what was then Universmty +ublications of
america to meke them available on microfilm. Duve Garrow had discour raged their interest.
Theng are at 44 N. liarket ®t., here in Frederick. But they did not copy what the FBI
callbd "abstracts" that I did, with some difficulty, get. They are brief summaries of
each hdadquarters record. There is no available inde:,

When I was working on nmy book, "Frameup", I tried to interest SCIC, entirely without
success in atlanta and with limited success in Hew York. obdrnathy was not alone in
being no Blondel. I suppose L was only another white honkie in lemphis and only one
black reporter, “es Payne, ever had any interest, aside from Flo Kennedy, who got me some
kind of an award for it, I re:call no other black interest,

If you ever knows of anyone who may be interested in making & study of the two files
Hood has copies of, about a file drawer in extent, my arrangementg with them is that
anyone can get copies. I don't know what facilities they have for this but copies can be
made commercilslly in Frederick for five cents, perhaps less in quantity. Sgudents and
otherd have unsupervised access here, of course. These two files vould make a fine thesis
in history, political sclence, pre-law and law studies.

Sy the way, as soon as I heard Abernathy on radio + phoned the Post's national
desk to say that I recalled no such thing from the FBI's files I have and there was no
interest. I was told it was a “tyle story and they'd all gone for the day.

One other thing that may interest you or a astudent: Bull Connor had an earlier
and ignored history. I w:s the editor of the Senate Civil “iderties Committee in the
late 193Vs. We investigated him and as I recall his then embloyer, U.S. Steel, for
the flogging of a white college professor, Joe Geldgrs. They sregarded him as too
friendly toward blacks. I have those hearingse.

Thanks for the column.

Best wishss,

/ ) h

larold Weisber
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Unheroic Allegations

hy would the Rev.

Ralph David Abernathy

come up with his
allegations about the Rev.
Martin Luther King Jr.'s sexual
escapades on the night before
his assassination? That is the
question many are asking.

“Much has been written”
about King's alleged infidelities,
Abernathy explains in his new
autobiography, but he wanted
to “make some attempt to
render justice to the dead
without causing too much
unnecessary pain to the living.”

Then the former top
lieutenant to King alleges that
King spent the night before his
assassination with two women,
then fought with a third the
following morning.

Now tell me, Ralph, that this
does not have anything to do.
with book sales. I am chagrined,
angered even, by these
allegations. »

There is a mold into which

. America wants to fit its
heroes—a mold consciously and
emotionally created after the
American Revolution in order
to have a pure origin as a
nation. That schoolchildren
were taught that George
Washington “could not tell a lie”
was simply the most superficial
manifestation of this. The mold
has room fos nleither gen“ocide.

David J. Garrow’s “Bearing the
- Cross” and Taylor Branch’s
“Parting the Waters: America in’
the King Years, 1954-1963."
. The significance of
Abernathy’s book is that his
allegations of King's encounters
of the night before his death
come from a former right-hand
man and thereby assume added
_ weight and authenticity.

For that reason, Abernathy’s
accounts do special damage to
the young who hold up King as
a hero. For that reason, a friend
of mine whose 9-year-old
daughter has read every book
on King, Rosa Parks and the
civil rights movement found
himself desperately hoping she
did not hear news accounts or
see Abernathy interviews.

Surely a man of Abernathy’s
stature and intelligence should
have understood that.
Abernathy worked in the
shadow of the charismatic King
from the Montgomery bus
boycott to the day of King’s

_ assassination. Some close
observers say a deep-seated
resentment developed,
especially after Abernathy’s
failures with the Southern
Christian Leadership
Conference after King's death
and his subsequent difficulties
with Coretta Scott King. In
1980, Abernathy endorsed
Ronald Reagimfor oresident, an




