
Letters to the editor 
	

2/5/89 
Washington Poet 
1150 15 St., NW 
Washington, D.C. 20071 

Like old soldiers, old spooks never die. They hang around forever trying to 

defend- the disasters and catastrophes they fashioned-in the name of national security 

while actually seeking to advance ideologies then already outdated. 

This is illustrated by Ray Cline's  "The Cuban Crisis Revisited," which is more 

accurately stateglas the 'uban Crisis Revised. 

That "nuclear war semed remote" to him is incredible because virtually all of WILAPrh 

_;.denedopatICena dviserspressed immediate military action on 	from all the 

What Cline and all other commentators never refer to was in fact Khruschev's 

for placing those missies in Cuba. It is not suriZi3ing that Cline ignores 

this because he also misrepresent the time didixisainEtidammedzsddikanceassisgadef 

the CIA .was. first 
	

proof od the presence of- these missies in Cuba. it has 

always been the official CIA line that this was not until October 14, 1962011014n 

fact it was much earlier and afterthat crisia)the colonel/photoanalyst was decorated 

for his discovery of this proof. 

It was no secret in 1962 that the CIA. was plotting another adventure against 

Cuba, as was recently confirmed by FOIA disclosures to Scott Armstrong. Afteythe 

CIA's Bay of Pig4tfiasco, which JFK inherited from ifte Eisenhower administration, 

the USSR signed a mutual—assistance pact with Cuba, just as we have such pacts with 

counties that can't really contribute to our defense at all. 

Awartf th4sw pane to invade tuba, bastro invoked this pact, ultimately sending 

a delegation headed by his brother Raul and including Che Guevara to ask libruschev how 

—0-001144' 91 ',kW ;rota, Ltigzatt ? be was ding to defend Cuba again: 	States invasion. - 	)  

There was and there is no way anyone can prevent an invasion of Cuba. But if 

Ehruschav did nothing, it meant that treaties with the USSR were worthless and he was 

a paper tiger. In placing the missles in Cubathruschev gave. Kennedy his own tiger to 



ride, the working title of a book I researched than and have not been able to write 

since. tie passed the war or peace dedision ever tO'kumaagyx the United States, which 
second 

planned the vasion of the C 
	

uaohev was pledged to 	 • 

Cline's self—serving interpretation, consistent with the ideology behind all 

vo 
those spook insanities that did bring us to the brink or:1=, is that "Hbruschev 

visualized a major change in the mutt balaeke of world power as a result of having 84" 

tib 
Unless and until armed those 84 missies were(Provmative sitting dunkipill 

r any offense use. 4 they not only were not armed — the H484 Went to some 

trouble to establish that they were not armed. As Cline himself 	and as I recall 

from the time o the crisis, there was never any evidence of so much as a single warhead 

in Cuba. Without them 84 illion misslii are worthless — except as prOlocation or to 

promote thought. 

tlurxtmassive photefreconnaisance never revealed any evidence of warheads being 

shipped or being prdsent," Cline says. He reflects the exact opposite of his claim that 

Khruachev sew sought "a major change in the balance of world power" in acknolwedging 
4s-S 

thib he 1,afed on the job: there was "a surprisingly leisurely assembly of the weapons 

and a stretched—out timetable for operational readiness." 

With these two observations alone Cline refutes his and the CIA's dangerous' nonsense 

substituted for analysis of Khruschev'e real objectives in placing those missies 90 miles 

away from us. 

There was only one way in whic Khrusc 	could meet his mutual—assistance pact 

obligations to Cuba when if he lieifs not meet them the USSR tlf.'otia'ellVan international 

laughingstock andtthe symbol of puerility. That was by forcing the decision on war or 

pn peace on JPICand there was only one way he could do that, by displaying missies 

in uuba. Be could go to war with the United itat4s._in defense ofeuba but that would not 

defeat7gad it would have devastated 0ouba.ppltimately and despite the very bad advice 

pressed upon him, Kennedy saw this and on his brother 4obert's advice he added to.Alam 

hruschevls initial demand, that we promise not to invade "uba, the guarantee that we 

missle close to and aimed at us. 

lAitc-4td.i.+140 



would prevent au invasion of Cuba- by anybody. 

Kennedy gave Cuba protection Nriscbev had contracted but could not deliver. 

V/ 	 the_ 
The two leaders then grew close/in a common quest foNbeace 4t neither lived 

long enough to bring about. 

It is past time for advisers add commentators to 4411 Bantayana'm wisdom, that 

those who do not learn feomkthe past are doomed to relive it. 

dill: such crisis ought be too much for the world to hope to survive. 

Harold Weisberg 

i) 7 m,  aceue- \ 



Dear Editor, 

Please eLcuse my typing and I realize that what I intended as a letter grew too 

long. I send it anyway. Perhaps it may inform you. I lived through that and it was not 

all thatlong after I'd been an intelligence analyst. On Latin America, too. 

Retyping this would not help. I'm recovering from surgery on my better eye. 

It may interest you to know that the afternoon of the secon#Wedneaday of that crisis 

I discussed this contemporaneous analysis with the Post's then foreign editor and a former 

colleague in Latin America intelligence, then manager of the National Symphony. Your 

former foreign editor told me that thr Post had reached and 	abandoned this same 

analysis. 

The decoration of the photoanalyst who detcted the presence of $hose mitiales 

was a closely-held secret - until he was decorated for it! If the Pat has Elie Abel's 

book on that crisis in its library it quotes the release on that decoration. 

This means that the CIA knew of the presence of those USSR missies and withheld 

r 	I  knowledge of it from JFK until the installations were c4 er to completion. -1 i/ 	. 0   

If I recall correctly, t4, photoanalyst's name was Wright. Ile was a colonel. 

Harold W= sberg 
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