Letters to the editor 2/5/89
Washington Post
1150 15 St., W
Washington, D.C. 20071

like old soldiers, old spooks never die. Thejhang around forever trying to
defend the disasters and catastrophes they fashioned in the name of national security
while actually seeking to advance ideoclogies then already ocutdated.
‘ This is illustrated by Ray Cline's "The Cuban Criasis Revisited," which is more
accurately states as the “uban Crisis Revised.

That "nuclear war semed remote” to him is incredible because virtually all of (”W”

(_President Kennedy®™ top advisers pressed immediate military action on jbi(from all the

C citmramous accounts of his advisM

What “line and all other commentators never refer to was in fact Khruschev's

% for placing those missles in Cubae It is not surp%ing that Cline ignores
this because he also misrepresent the 'dme aliaxaxixfammelzsfxtax preanunxet
the CI4 wes first proof of the presence of-these missles in Cuba. 1t has
alw=ys been the official CIA line that this was not until October 14, 1962@%30 ,‘in
fact it was much earlier and after that crisis,the colonel/photoanalyst was decorated
for his discovery of this proof.
It was no ascret in 1962 that the CIA was plotting another adventure against
(?nba. as vwas recently confirmed by FOIA disclosures to Scott Armstrong. &ftevthe
CIA's Bay of Pigf{ fianco, which JFK inherited from tRe Eisenhower administration,
the USSR signed a mutual-assistance pact with Cuba, just as we have such pacts with
countgﬁes- that can't really contribute to our defense at all.
dvarept - gﬁna to invade Yuba, Castro invoked this pact, ultimately sending
a delegation headed by his brother Raul and including Che Guevara to ask Khruschev how
he was gfing to defend Vuba QMw;iter States invasicn. 7T W’ wd2d, wigo Ju?
There was and there is no way anyone can prevent an invasion of Cuba. But if
Khoruschev did nothing, it meant that treaties with the USSR were worthless and he was

a paper tiger. In placing the misules in Cuba A’hruschsv gave.Kennedy his own tiger to



ride, the working title of a book I researched than and have not been able to write
since. ﬂe passed the war or peace dedision over to ¥wwmsdyx the United Statea, which

second . rei &
planned the {nvasion of the Ly uschev was pledged to +

___ Cline's self-serving interpretation, consistent \'vithgth,n ideology behind all

those sppok insanities that did bring us to the brink o?”m. is that "Khruschev

visualized a major change in tmala@ of world power as a result of having 84"

missle close to and aimed at us. | s 7

ovily Ny Lyl ol

, Unle%l and until armed those 84 missles wo%p{vocaﬁw sitting duck@@..zom ‘

¥ r any offense use. % they not only were not armed ~ the USSR went to some

trouble to establish that they were not armed. iAs Cline himself % end na I recall

from the time 0(6 the orieis, there was never any evidence of so much as a single warhead

in Cuba. Without them 84%110:1 dasldd are worthless - except as proYocation or to

promote thought.

Nur  uassive photcﬁeconxmiaaﬂco never revealed any evidence of warheads being
shipped or being présent,” Cline says. He reflects the exact opposite of his claim that
Khrusche)‘rfmught "a major change in the balance of world power" in ackmolwedging
thalm o afed on the jobs there was "a surprisingly leisurely assembly of the weapons
and a stretched-out timetable for operational readiness."

With these two observations alone Cline refutes his and the CIA's dangerous nonsense
substituted for analysis of Khruschev's real object;!,‘_\.rea in plaﬁ.x:.? those missles 90 miles
awag from us.

There was only one way in whic Khruschﬁ could meet his mutual-assistance pact
obligations to Cuba when if he &e“:iu not meet them the USSR m international
laughingstock and}vthe symbol of puerility. That was by forcing the decision on war or
pé peace on JFI‘t\"/ and thers was only one way he could do that, by displaying missles
in Luba. He could go to war with the United Btates in defense of Cuba but that would not
defend and 1t would have devastated Gguba. )V1ltinately and despite the very bad advice

pressed upon him, Kennedy saw this and on his brother fobert's advi ce he added to -tk
khruschev's initial demand, that we promise not to invade “uba, the guarantee that we
2



would prevent any imvasion of Cuba- by anybody.
Kennedy gave Cuba protection fgxiacbev had contracted but could not deliver,

v & —
The two leaders then grew closg/in a common quest fol(peace #4hat neither lived

loxlg enough to bring about.

) iy
It is past time for advisers add commentators to reéll Santayana's wisdom, that

those who do not learn foon# the past are doomed to relive it.

0%/ such crisis ought be too much for the world to hope to survive,

Harold Weisberg
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Dear Lditor,

Please eicuse my typing and I realize that what I intended as a letter grew too
long. I send it anyway. Perhaps it may inform you. I lived through that and it was not
all that long after 1'd been an intelligence analyst. On Latin dmerica, tooe

Retyping this would not help. I'm recovering from surgery on my better eye.

It may interest you to know that the afternoon of the secon4 Wednesday of that crisis
I discussed this contemporaneous analysis with the Post's then foreign editor and a former
colleague in Latin America intelligence, then manager of the National Symphony. Your
former foreign editor told me that thr Post had reached and abandoned this same
enalysis.

The decoration of the photoanalyst who de‘l;:ted the presence of $hose midsles
was a closely-hedd secret -~ until he was decorated for it! If the P%t has Elie 4bel's
book on that crisis in its library it éuotes the release on that decoration.

This means that the CIA knew of the presence of those USSR missles and withheld
knowledge of it from JFK until the installations were clgber to completion. Ji cir ﬁ'?ﬁ‘/

If I recall correctly, tﬁe photoanalyst's name was Wright. e was a colonel.

S
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