7627 01d Receiver iload
Prederick, MMd, 21701
7/17/88

Hr, Kathryn Graham
Washington Post
1150 15 9t,, W
Washington, D.C. 20071
Dear lirs. Y“raham,

I hope you will find the time to read and give some thought to my enclosed

letter to Ben Bradlec,

Sincerely,

-

/4

Harold VWeisberg




lir. Ben Bradlee 7/16/88
Washington Post

1150 15 S¢,, WW

Washington, D.C. 20071

Decr ¥en,

Thiis past Wednesday, after reading what clearly was e:ccllisively in our local
papers, because by traditional news concepts this was inportant I phoned ydur foreign
desk-.. AIV explained my reason for calling t;.nd was referred to Yohn Goshko. First I read
him what I quote below and then I gave hinm the background included in this storys

"lir. (ambassador) Helton, on Friday (the 8th), the day the delegation arrived,
told the group before they entered bullet~proof American~made vans that would take
them to Hanagua's largest hotel that 'the people here are anazingly friendly, when
you figure we've here to overthrows their government,'"

Mr. Goshko had no questi:oné, really made no comment untig I asked him if he'd
like me to mail the paper to him. Instead of saying he didn't want it, which was then
apparent and sopn became quite obvious, he said merely,"we're aware."

Do yom’f%amr other official United States statement that our purpose and in-
tent in Nicaragua i§ "to overthrow tieir govermment?"

Is suppression of this kind of information - in a society that can function properly
only if well and accurately informed- your concept of good journalism or consistent
with the great tradition so often boasted abopt?

“icaragua expglle:l #ibassador Melton who then and later before the Senate
intelligence committee professed ignorance of the reason and denied there was any
reason, and this was not news?

Our Btate Yepartment, lousy with sources for you and Goshko, took to TV to
denounce liicaragua's actionAas dutrageous and this still was not news - to you \pl)z

Then we anngunced that we were expelling their ambassador, by force, if necessary,
and thisstill was not news?

ot even, aTter those Iran/Contra heurings in pa‘fticular, the executive branch
was knowingly dece:i.vj.nb the Congress and the people? (I knev from past experience
that official perjury is not news to the Post, so + don't go into that.)

So, your foreign desk and Goshko both kmew that our ambessador had stated to
four Members of Congress, carefully selected by the White House, their stakfs, a
least one "official" of the State Depar’anent and the lone reportegt who had been per—
mitted to acconpany the delégation, that it is our policy to overthrow a govermnment
we recognize and that doing this was his purpose in being there, and this was not news?

Ther%a/more » some certain some reasonsble conjecture frou these two pages in the
local papers, more that in my reporting day would have been regarded as news by honest
papers intending decont and fair reporting.
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This whole thing was keyed to what apparcently the Post would like, xwnom
reonewed aid to the Contras to bleed that long-suffering country even more and this
is clear in the s‘ﬁ)ry. Whether the White House, which arranged the whole thing,
intended no reporters to be present I do not know but only the local papers were
peruitted. T;xis could have been done by ¥rs, Byron on her own but in any event, the

policy Vof these papdrs is well known and they suppo:ﬁ; all such officlal violence.
The managing editor, Mike Powgell, former- big-city newsman, sent himself. ﬁ e toak
only a photographer. I don' t know that Melton did or did not know that anyone from
the press was present but I'm inclined to think he didn't andike that this had been
the plane )

"This latest trip (l;trs. Byron's sixth) was not part of gi;( work ofl the House
Agmed Services committee," the papers report, Yout was, instead X special delegation
backed by the White House, ilr. Dohovan seidzFunding for part of the trip came from
the National Forum Foundation." §nd just before this, "Hike Donovan, a State Yapart-
ment official who accompanied the group on the Nimaragua triip, said: 'Mrs. Byron

has experience that the co-sponsors (parenf in original, (of the resolutiony don't
have, She's been here before,"

Her own account ofl one of those earlier trips is repoﬁ:ed, "On the plane ride
to Nicaragua she told stories of past trips, including one to ﬁondu_ras whére she
went into the country and walked with Contra troops along t® jungle trails and
across the border into northern Nicaragua." '

Then and nov it apparently was more important to propagundize for this @eagan
policy thaf to woryy about whether a woman Member of Congress#ai@tntread on a mine
or be hurt in some other way, perhaps killed,

This junket they did segregate the two women bembers and only the men and
sta.ffs , including embassy, went to Nandaime, where violence was expgctable. But how

nice it would have been for the “aga.n/Post policy if an American had been injured,
not so? : .

This White House dolegation sent to support the resclution before the Coné’ress,
with no journalistic interest in whether tax money was used for any part of it, like
an airplane, had time for virtunlly nothing else except a few of the stock people
trooped out. They left on Friday and were back on Sunday.

These delegations in whom we are to place such credence, as indicated often
enough by the Post and somé in Yongress and, of course, the White House, which con-
trives it all, what about them? This, of course Anot news:

“One politifial officer (at the embassy) said they take turns handl_'mg the
'dignatmes,'/wlw usually coue on weckyBds. Jan Hartman, a press attache who arrived
only jwo months ego fron assignment in Sémalia, said: 'I'vé been herc two months




and ell the :ﬂ;inerarics are the sume. They visit the cardinal, visit opposition business—
men, visit la Prensa.'"

How necessary are those bullet-proof vans paid for with tax dollars when there is
not enough money to feed the large percentage of children who live in poverty, take a
few of the homeil:ss off the streets, educate those who haven't the money? lirs. Byron
follovied -her at-home practise on the streets of llicaragua, early-morning jogging. I'm
sure you'll agree thig didn't require a bullet-proof van.

% lore on hovw our tax money is spent ~ there are about 50 XH¥A codels a yeur, so many
they have this code word for Congressionsl delegations, all of whom ser and tallc to the
same people ~ all partisans, all on one side.

This hs not to suggest that 1"rs.ﬂBy':;'on didn't learn anything at all. She is
quite clear in tolling us that the paving has deteriorateds

Everyone was well aware that this delegation would be photographed and the
pletures given prominence there. They were told by thetmbassy and they nonetheless
not only %n by gave every apperrance of participating in the denmonstration, in-
cluding by gestures.

S0, with the lusty collaboration of another of these codel weckend warriors
the Reaga.n administration, with the support of the Post, has con'gived still another
.propaga.nda strategem for getting more of our money spent bleeding other people even
more in a war that cannot be %n except by the participation of American armed forces.

When I was young I learned from 4lice in Wonderland that up is down and I learned
a little more about governuents and the press fron George Urwell. How at 75 I am
learrﬁlzgw the Post you edit that the gJZrious freedou of the press we have is
so that major papers can becone an arm of errant government.

Your Post is the most influential single voice in our national capital and
it is vwhat is read by most of the @ongres and the govermment., &nd you give them
propaganda and suppress fact wven when the issue is c:;:ij:ical, a3 this one has become,
even when there is internationai da.mage to us, the people who once were so congyéned
about the concernsof munlcx.nd. )

4s s0 many editors learned too late in Hitler's day, if you play with fire you
get burned., Sovner or later.

If this is your concept of the responsibilities of the American press, or
ks, frahan's, you are entitled to your belief. Ditto if you think this is how
free, democratic society, representstive society, works end preserves itselfl

In retrospect I think I'd have done our country, @ur system, our concept of
freedom, decency, morality and ethics, more good - nay, perhaps some good ~ if Insteds

1'a phoned the Nicaraguan embassy.
Houw proud you could have been if Tunnerman appeared before the press and waved
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this story around and said he didn;t see it in the Yashingbton Post but in a Jerkwater
rag® published in a rural community.

I'm not proud because I still believe in what L believed when I began reporting
and writing in the 1920s.

If you are proud of this demonstratjon of the journalism of the great newspaper
you edit K'd like to hear it. ) )

Or if you think Goshko and others were even honest.

Or, of course, if you want to ssy that ndne of this was newsx-lorthy@-ba-b or i Jl@rw{
printing vithout indication of the existence of a.ny‘thing:’else,what was clearly
untruthfulness by the administration, If not mendacity and abuse of the country.

¢

Harold W eisbely

Sinceyely,




7/17/68

lir, Richard Harwood
Washingtqn Post
1150 15 S¢,, W 4
Vashington, D.C. 20071 -
Deur Dick,
Enclosed is a cépy of my letter to Yen Bradlse,

Let us see if you really are what your title says you are.

Sincerely,

Harold VWeisberg



@he Waslington Post

150 I1ST™ STREET, N. W,

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20071

(202) 334-6000
BENJAMIN C. BRADLEE

EXECUTIVE EDITOR
{202) 334-7510

- - July 27, 1988

Mr. Harold Weisberg
7627 0l1d Receiver Road
Frederick, MD 21701
Dear Harold:

Thanks for your letter, I guess.

As usual, you foul your observations with such
hostility and such overstatement as to be counter-
productive.

But I have come to expect that from you and try
to find the germs of truth.

Sincerely,

i

v



Mr. Ben ®radlee 7/28/88
Washington Post

1150 15 St,, NW

Washing‘ton, D.C. 20071

Dear Ben,

If by "hostility" wvou refer to my unhidden disappointment over the Postds
imposition of policy on traditional standards of what is newSand its suppression of
infofmation iuportant to the functioning of representdtive society, I won't dispute
your use of this word. I do remind you, however, that, given the Post's itrcatment of me
in the pust, thet this use may be inappropriate,

You say that I overstated and that you “try to find the germs of truth." Not
that I think you want help in this.quest, I'1l se¢if I can help you.

On Friday, July 8, our then ambassador to Nicaragua, Melton, whether or not
he knev that any ruporter was present, as I believe he didn't, told four licmbers of
Congress and some of the:Lr gtaffs as well as sowme of his own and at least two
"officials" of the artment. "we're hereto overthrow thekr government,"

The reporter pre was) he nanaging editor of our local papers. He published a
long and detailed account of his trip and what he saw and heard the morning of
Jedneaday,quly 13. I read this before being driven to Washington for a regular.
cardiovascular examination, stopped off en route at a neusstand and got all thé
copies of the paper it had and, arter my return home, phoned the foreign desk of

the Post and read this direct quotation to the pé;:.von who answered the phone. I was
referred to John Uoshko at State, read it to him, paraphrased part of the rest of
this first-person account to him and offered to send him one of the copies of the
papers 1'd bought, He didn't want a copy and responded only "we're aware." This is
fact and I separate it fron opinion: that therc is an enormous and well-recognized
difference under international law and usage between what is common knovkedge and
is denied officially and what is stated officially. This administration, under a
variety of fulse claims, denies that it intenddd to overthrow this government, which
it does not like, but. the fact is that now our own ambassador stated without any
ifs or buts that it is our policy to overthrow that government. Under what I was taught
are traditional news standards some 60 year: n} bedieve that the ambassador's
undenied statement is legitimate news. @nd *"$ '

The Wicaraguan government expelled him for,in effect, igplEmenting the policy he
stated, about four days later. The Post reported. rthat restricting itself to what our
government stated and then, when he appeared before the Sdnate intelligence committee
Goshko, as I recall, repprted his appearance and the chairman's statement that the
ambassador had testifled that he hadn't done anythingsjo violate accepted standards
and hadfi't’ the fogiiest notion of what the Nicammagusns were talking aboute This is,
obviously, untrue and the Post knew it was not true, not only because everybody knows
what this administration's policy ifl and has been but because it also kmew, Goshko in
particular and your foreign desk in general, that the ambassador had stated quite
clearly that our policy is to overthrowd that government., The Post published only
the official line and, and I hope you will not consider this "wvituperation," suppressed
the proof that our government was lyu.ng to the legislature, the press and the people
of this countr’, and the world, :

I believe, and I hope dou would not disagree, that if some of the Hembers of
Congress kneu that Ambassador Melton said that we are in Nicaragua to overthrowh their
governument, it would be considerably more difficult for the administration to get any
further help for the Contras and I think it is obvious that the editorial policy of
the Podt supports the Contrase

This particular "Congreesionul" delegation was not there on behalf of any
committee of the Congress and was, in fact, a White House delegation. Ostehsibly
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they were to obdorve “hunan rights" in Nicaragua and for this the “hite House had
thew leave souetime Friday and leave the Nicaragua airport at 1 p.m. Sunday. If it
did nothing else, do you believe this was enough tiue for anything that can decently
he considerﬁed. any kind of inquiry? This delegation was flown in military aircraft
and some or all the other expenses were met by the National Forum ¥oundation, whatever
that may be and wherever it gets its tfoney.

According to bmbassy press office Jan Hartman there were about 50 such "codels"
last year. Do you think that 1t takes 30 such weekend warriopr inquiries a Jear for
the €ongross to know what the "human rights" situation is in Nicaragua? Partidcularly
when, according to Hartuan, they all do the same thing, see opposition business
leaders, la Prensa and the cardinal?

Do you think this is a proper way to spend taxpayers money or to use the
‘military and its equipment? Assuming that military aircraft were used by the White"
Louse on all these delegations, and I don't know where else it could have gotten
such a considerable sum of funding, do you-think it is not newsworthy that when the
military can't get all the money it wants fégJg,'».'—";3.ei‘en.-:te" and there are so many other
needs not met that military plges should fly @mbout 150,000 miles a year, with all
the other attendant costs? Aside from the dden purposes, to persuade Members to
support administration policies and acts that violate law, national and intcernational,
and all our diplomatic obligations, including to the hemisphere and the UN? Not even
a teensy-weensy "germ" in this and so much more like it?

bo you recall any rcporting of 50 such junkets a yezr with some if not all the
considerable costs coming, whether or not legally and properly, £6¥ 5ax noneys? Or
can yodpe at all suspicious, experienced journalist that you are, that there are so
many lembers and their staffs, all paid by tax money, and others on the government
" payrodl involved in so many ways, involved in this White House lobbying operation?

This delegation was transported by the cmbassy in bullet-proof vans, so

necessary that the jogger lrs.d yron followed her usual practise ‘)y Jogeging in
. Hanagua. Mrs. Byron, according to either the embassy or a State fofficial", was
included in this delegation because of her considerable vprior experience. In her owm
words this included begng transported to Contra bases in Handuras, which continues to
deny officiallthat they exist, whence she crossed the border into Nicaragua with a
ontra contingent., Is it reasonasble to wonder whether those sponsoring this Junketg
worried about her stepping on a mine of which there are so many in Nicaragua? Or how,
if she did, this would or could have influenced Congressional and popular support for
the Reagan campaign against Nicaragua? " '

This delegation coincided with the scheduled anti-government demonstration in
Nandaime. Hrs. J"yron and the State and embagﬁy people strongly urged that no employee
or official be present. lirs. Byron spelled at in advawce precisely what did happen if
any were prem,m‘b and over all these obpctions lidlton said their going would be "fine,"
He providedtfo readily identified embassy vehicles and lirs. Byron and the other woman
Member did not po. Bxactly what every opponent to this obvious provocation said would
hap.en then followed. Included among those photographed giving what wus taken as
signs of encouragement and incitation was owr local editor, *4ike Powell, Ilis oped page
plece was picked up by the Times, I'm told. Of course it wasn't news when euployces
of the embassy, State and the Congress, along with twollembers, vere present and secmed
to be participating where violence was .expectable if not inspired and in the face of
the foregoin: and more, all of which the Post saw fit not to report, it did, without
indicating it knew the official line was filse, give the offiicial mythology consid-
erable attentione Hor was it news that the mmbassador saw to it that all these people
would be subject to injury vhere violgnce .was expectable, (z don't know whether any
wonen staffer was there, Congressman 8 selection of his staffer most prepared for
helping him “observe" what is referred to as "human rights" was his woman press officer.
‘Isn't he the sponsor of a resolution the administration favors?)
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4side from all the harm to and fatalities among Latin americans from this
administration's programswhich the Post supports, is it not apparent that there was
the possibility of injury to Americans uhose salaries are paid from #ax woney? Was
any such risk essential to the performance of any proper duty or responsibility?
With some 50 such delegations the year before, was there any real possibility that
these people could have added anything to what was known, including by the Con@qgss?
Or, as in Mrs, Byron's case, was therg something like a quld pro quo for the liembers
vhose presence was paid for from the 'i‘réq.su::v‘? Hrs. Byron, who is opposed for re-
election, had the managing editor and a photographer from the only daily papers in the
county in which she lives and they have the largest circulation in her districte.
And how many times did we have to pay for getting her# there and back Tor her to
khow enough about the situation theres? er&,ssum:i.ng ghat she could learn anything new in
a day and parts of two days when she aww only the sume people she had seen and spoken
to repeatedly in the past and who could write or speak to her by phone,

If wy intentions were hostile, do you supnose it would not occur to me to get
in touch with a journalism review, which I won't and havgp' ? Have I really over-
stated anything? Is there nothing at all newsworthy in I encapsu]ﬁ/e above?
Notiding that as an editor you believe ought either in fairness in reporting or in
the interést'ﬁof the Post's reputation ought be known to either the electyBate or
the legislators when leglslation is pending? Nothing that can have anything to do
with more ldlling, more expenditures of tax money, the validity of administration
policy and the honesty with which the Congress was addressed both by lMelton and the
adninistration? The Post doesn’t repor: when it has reason to believe that, parti-
cularly in this enflamed situatiion, an expelled ambassador, who way have a further
career elsevhere, lied to the Congress?

Except when I was overseas in Vorld War II I've seen the Post deily since the
early 1930s. I also see other papers and I listen to radio news. So I have an idea of
~what other editors consider to be news and the Post does not publish. Not uncommonly
now this includes what is not supportive of the administrationk policies and the Post's.
Just today the Baltimore Sun, which is usually swaller than our local papers and has
only parts of eight pagus of other than local neus most deys, sometimes less, pub-
lished the story of this nature that I enclose. I hear much about what Colonel North
is up to that the Ppst does not publish as well as what he was accused of doing in
Congressional testimony that I do not recall seeing in the Post. Overup that much?

My work, as I believe I've told you, has npt been the pursuit of any whodunit
and it has been a large study of how our basic institutions, of which the press is
one, functioned or failed to function in timo of great crisis and since then, When
any of our major inastitutions faids to runction as it should under our system, the
syetmm itself is in jeopardy, I believe and what we wo®e taught in school says. This
is why I've wrilten you, in the perhaps forlomn hope that you and lMrs. “raham and
others would give this solie thought. For all its failings, oumws is the best system of
self-government yet devised by man, but it can't work as it should wiless those who
have the obligation to nmake it work do not meet this obligation. I've tried to meet
mine by giving a considerahle amout of tine to r.porters, including a number from the
Post and many others in all media, even though I kmeu that they disagree with me, FOIA
made me surrogate for the people and everyone has access to my files, with copies, 1
don't think you will find any Post or any otherlmeporter vwho will say that I was not
open and honeat or that I ever misled or was factually wronge

You don't have to respond and you didn't really respond to uy earlier letter. I
have only one purpose, to try to get you to give all of this some thought,
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_ ww, John M. McClintock
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‘tommiinique on- Central
: Bo:om that “amounts to a declara-
s n of war” againist Nicaragua, diplo-
- - mats wbn vo:cn_w:m rn_.n said wﬁ-
; jerday. -’
L .ﬁ:wnnn_&mn sources m»_n the doc-
e Eﬁnnn in &ffect would bind four Cen-
#  .gral American countsies to U.S. poli-
i -Cy against Nicaragua, implying an
- -economic boycott, support for the

= veontras “and a -more vocal line

o nmaswﬁ the Sandinista government.
", “The proposed communique was
o be issued at the end of next Mon-

ca.

-nations heavily dependent on U.S.

aid, have agreed to sign the 833:

- nique and Costa Rica has rejected it,=

+according to Latin >Bn_._owb &Eo.
Ewﬁ in Guatemala.

A “Western diplomat 8:& Ea

tration's last shot™ at isolating Nica-
Fagua and resuscitating the contras. -

A"~ 'to the Guatemalans two days ago by *
JERI !o:._w _Busby, Ga mvnn_w_ dS:S

ernment ted g
mo< ment rejected a pro. “ikind of ultimatuim, said Edmond

“~Mulet Lesieur,¥ice president of the !
+foreign’ affairs committee-of the ch

““temalan Congress. “Busby told us ff »
“..we did not sign the document as
~written, it would have. ‘bad ¢onse-

ay's t.n.sa»ﬁm here between Secre-.
tary of ‘State George P. Shuiltz and
the foreign ministers of Guatemala,
o:nc_.mm _w_ mw?mao_. w:a Ocm»mﬂ_ :

PR m_ mm?wno_. and :osms..wm Zqo;

853::55 “the Reagan adminis- "

- "House chmmmmno_. to’ rw:: >Bnn
< _-ca, who has been touring the region

in preparation mc_w Mr. Shuitz's Sm:

the sources In Guatemala said.-
“The proposal was presented as a

‘quences’ for Guatemala,” he said.

“£7 #Mr. Mulet said he interpreted Mr.
~*Busby’s comments as .a possible
“threat to cut U.S. aid. Guatemala re-

éives more than $150 million an-

n is for non-lethal purposes.
fhe proposed communique 8o in-
vensed ‘Guatemalan Forelgn Minis-:
térAlfonso Cabrera Hidalgo that he "
threatened to resign if it was signed, -

The proposal was later 8._.“2&

~by’the Cabinet of President Vinicio

Oa_gow:nvwnov BESQ _ammnnm
En sources said. i

In addition, the oﬁﬁnam_wn Con-
" gress approved a non-binding reso-
~“lution yesterday supporting the gov-
“‘ernment’s neutral position. * -

“The Guatemalan Foreign Minis-
Zitry tefused to comment on the ‘pro- <

mfvoa& fommunique; but the sources w.
-"~. The communique was presented *‘said that the Guatemalans will pro-*

“’pose a sécond communique’ ﬂmE:m
z_gm:» to 85_% s.E.. E

fiually in U.S. aid, of which about 7 .

dom—cn peal Emb F:sn:&n_ om»

-a year ago by President. OmB_. >nbm;

of Costa Rica i
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non-in-

stive anti-Sandinista policy, the O:w
témalan sofirées said.”

.- The Reéagan ‘administration rwm
m?«: the Arias plan lukewarm sup-
port while seeking increased atd for
the contras, which violates the
peace plan, as does military aid to
sthe Sandinistas by the Soviet bloc.

~:Ang of the'U,S, approach, El Salvador

“and Honduras have js slow to re-
%pond to Mr. AArias"call for a meeting -‘Sandinistas. Those talks 8:»3&

2o mark the Aug,.:7-anniversary of vw_: June.

-the signing of the peace plan. Costa

-of five Central American presidents

.Rica, /Guatemala and Nicaragua
have said -they will attend, Latin
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LM ?En%:nmmsa:om_ :

~-Salvador Wednesday, “The Central
“American$ must-not seek other al-
s ternatives, and ‘we ought to defend
«mmogcﬂ ericans our own deci-

%Huras and 1 Salvador have distinct-
#ly eooled.but Costa Rica and Guate-
“mala have wﬁﬂ:ﬁ& to steer a more
" ‘meutral course, -

- “Both Guatemala and Costa Rica
g:nzo 8 gn E.a»& n.wno 8_9
: s _

= “The 2_8..»@..»: regime has sent

o:m_,_ the supplies are thought to
ave &:m_rb_m—.& in _.mnnn:» months
ause the guerrilla force has been
ced to.about half its size in 1984
coon;uoo..gnvmwnnv_mbwg:
suchaid. -

2§Bm:m= troops struck at con-
eitra border camps in Honduras earli-
jier -this, year, prompting President
Reagan to -order U.S. troops to ma-
ers there. Nicaragua also says

der areas.
ncn»n—:&m which is mﬁ: fighting
..M.. !EE guerrilla insurgency. -has

..Uoo: inQ.Bd:m:m?o:donGn

tof the, .W..WE otherwise receive little support
. from thi

iterference in’théalfairs of uimvco_. - fromthe Sanc
Z1ing states.’ itwould forghe first time
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- Perhaps s a sign of the harden-

‘relations ith HOn- . stratin fn 1ok soth e levérage to

-use in pressuring the Sandinistas to

iarms “to the ‘Salvadoran tebels,

Lm o:nE.wn planes have bombed fts

7mm=&=_mBm. . .
“The:1,200 to 1 500 O:Rnsm_w:
Aado_u tnaintain offices in ‘Managua

éﬂg ana-

12, 000 “in - c..o “early 11080s, -are

*.--thought to get most of their funds
"..and supplies from Cuba and Europe.

“The Reagan administration’s ef-
vnonmSwonv the contras alive as a |
fighting force were blocked {n Febru-
rary when the House <ono& E_.SQ.

. .:ng:vv:om. ‘

.The QEBm.,wEmn smﬁ i_:_-
d.d&: many of their 12,000 troops

“to ‘Honduras, ‘while attempting ¢o |

;continue cease-fire ‘talks with the

Further aoav:nwz:m Bmzna
:the military wing of the contras, |

“headed by Enriqué Bermudez, has |

gained control of the rebels’ ruling

. *directorate, prompiing many leaders |
*of the Southern Front to quit. They

cited Mr, Bermudez' alleged corrup-
tion and ties to the former dictator-
“ship of the late Anastasio Somoza

" Debayle.

-As a result, the memb adminis-

-create a more democratic society.
. Earlier this month, the Sandinis-
‘tas expelled the US. ambassador

and eight other diplomats, closed the
..“Roman Catholic ‘radio station and
- "suspended the opposition ‘newspa-
".per La Prensa for 15 days.

The proposed tommunique ‘“is
the [Reagan] administration's last |
shot before the November elections,”
.said a Western diplomat. “If they

“icould get the four countries to buy
“into the program, then Nicaragua

‘wouild be more isolated by its neigh-

- :bors, the icontras would have new '
- allies, and the agenda will have been :
.set for the next president.” . -~ f

The military-dominated Hondu-
ran government has become in-

- creasingly alarmed by the provoca-
“tive nature of the contra presence on

its territory and the Sandinistas’ |
~willingness to go after the rebels. “




