Ms, Mary licGrory 7627 0ld Receiver Road

Washington Post Frederick, Md. 21702
1150 15 St., IM 2/17/9

Washington, D.C. 20071
Dear Ms, HeGrory,

so nmuch new trouble in Eﬁawmg the n/ure too uany inportant issues on vhich the best-intended

columnists just cannot be as well informed as they should be to be influencing public opin-

Reading your today's coluun is u.no’fhe»r renunder that as the world grovs and{evelops

ion in a representative society in \lﬁ-iich, at least in principle, jovernuent does what the
people waunt it to do. Intvndin{? no ofiense, please believe me, and saying once ag,amrﬁlthat
you not feel ﬂhxgtm‘. obligated to make wiy response, I ask you to reread thecolumn and
then asx yourself if not that it does, whether or not it could be couing from a flat-
world understanding of and perapuoctive on the srab-Israeli situation.

Do you really write reality? Do you have fajir and inpartial sources in your quotes?

are you impartial in your oun opinions? ure you well enough informed about the
entire situation, its history, ancient and current? .

I think you also ought ask yourself whether in this column a.nd%umber before it
'you ars rez}‘ fair. +n this I so not sug st that you,{intend untgirness. I've read your
colunns for too Long a time to hold any such suspicione.

_ Before get-ing into specifics, a suggestion, trat to get an impartial view and under-
- standing, you read part of a book by a non-Jeuish British )(riter, Paul Johnson, the last
chapter, "Zion," in his "4 History of the Jews." In this I do not suggest that you ignore
the rest or thu book. itather du L hope you'll find time for and interest in reading it.
i‘his is particularly true because there are tuo peviles each of whom can nake a legitinate
¢laim for the same land. '

&and an apology for my tupiiy;, aosout vhich I can do nothing. onhd ny haste, becsusa
after some years of living with too many limdtataions, + have part-tinme help in returning
to my own writing. ’ T

ot the top of the third colyfm of the jump :ou say, "The Israelis refuse to con.ider
any soJ.utioxi? of the Palostine [sim] issue - oher than expuls:.on))l/ and wore oppression.”

Can 1t be that you do not remenber the Lanp ﬁ' avid accords,/ﬁegotiated on Igrael's

[————
part by a man chose past was not to wy e liking as his government wes not, true also of

his successor and ik hi: government, and ablded"% by both governments, ai not incansider—
able costs ft/both” Bven “{ this is measured only by the return of the olnan. fo L@W
with all the iuprovements adited, including a source of pexxs petroloum” IIow doeo ;,1: expel
or oppress arab Palestinians? (I put it this way because all Jews are also Palestinians.
Or have you forgotten that we are called Jews after Judea?) '

Dppression? Yo you know anythin;; at all ubout the conditions of those arabs under

Egyptian and Jordanian rule until they los t what is now called, by those wantin.; to have



the world forget history, the pust and legitinate clains, the ")/ ﬁmk und thd Gaza Strip?
Johnson 1s inior tive on this. But can you think of anythigg Lhypt did other than to op-
press? his includes, aloni with the rest of the nuslin world, opposing iuwovements Israel
wanted to nake in physical conditions that required international approval. Can vou think
of any.tmig Hussein did (and you nay not kmown of one I'1l tell you about) to make any in -
provements? Other than to start, at the cost, relatively considerable in coutext, to the
arabs of beginning to build himself another sumner palace on a Jerusalem hilltop?

Did he create the five universities there?

In 1957 I wet an anti-Israeli 4rab scnt here at governm .t cost to study agriculture
at Cornell. Other Israeli arabs also got froreign educations. I' ve not huard of a single
instance in which Egypt or ﬁrdan did anything like that. Egypt would not even let those
Arabs into Egypt except under unugual conditions, “hey almost never could get any Jjobs in
Egypt as they can and could in Isruel.

Can you thusik of any violence against arabs by any Israeli government except in re-
action to violence started by arabs? And inelude in this vhen Israel had to hav bomb-shez‘ers
for infants and their mothers and school children for them to take shelter from arab vio-

lence. Vhy elso .o you think Israel insistr on holding the Golan heights? Or moved into
lebanon, alas, t eggﬂ:;' Qhan was necessary for self-protection? (Have you coumpared this with
similar actions by other governuents, in the recent or the distand past,to learn whether

or that those were exceptional actions? .id ve, for example, have as nuch justification
for taking and holding Yacific islands, and ruining them and their peoples?)

Have you, from your own recollection or fron research, coumpared what you condemn
with the history of the world, past and present or either, coupared Isruel'.‘ occupation
with the records of other occupiers without and with confrontation with violence that in~
cludes innumerable murders, in this instance by a4rabs?

What I an getting at is are you vell informed andijare you fair.

43 prelude to wore quotes fronm 1 your column, I esk you if you can remember reading
in your own paper 8 reports or se:ing on TV anything on the other side of the view you
express? I can't,

7‘/ou quote ogby but no opposing view, add, I'm sure without realizing it, you pretend
that he is in contact with rezlity in pis words you use and endorse,"We should give Israel
every possible security guarantee and as:%mw: them they will be wore secure if they get out
of the west bank and Gaza."

In the first patr he covers hinself and keeps fron lying w1t}{u.>e of "possible" be-
cause he knows very well that no "we" can provide any neaningdul "security guarantee." In
the second part he is and he knows he is a deliberate liar.

If any lluslim power other than EBgypt, whose Uadat did not survive it, intended for
any State of Israel to exist, why have they all remained in a state of war and ;nsist on




it foday? Vhy have all arabs refused to recognize any State of Israel in the more recent
past going back to the recommendation of the British feel Commission in 19%7,under which
Jevs agre;ad to a state of about 10 percent of toduy's recognised State of Israel? Othexj;i
than by the MHuslin world, that is. Or to all the other proposals all of which all arabs
rejected out of hand, without even any discussion,

-.The Post and the rest of the nedia-went for the reluctant words uttered by arufat
when he had no choice and which would be meaningless even if he said what our governuent
pretended he said when he didn't. 7% df._c} not recognize the right ol the State of Israel
to exisf in peaces Or the government. The only state he mentioned in that statement was
the non-existing 3&% he wants to head. He rererred instead to "parties." 3 ﬂe did not
in fact rdcognize the State of Israel, lo arab leader has ever survived even being sus—
pecting of believing that 8tate has a right to exist. Hpw do you think Hussein got to
be Kinhg. (And on this, why do you thin: he changed the name from Trans—Jordanﬂ

But even if he had in his words daid what he did not say or mean and even if in
its own policied interests our governnent lied and said he had said those wwords it so
w:nted to hear hin say, %mt meaning could they have when the Palestinian National Youneil
had just met and refused to agree to any such words of promise?

Zogby knows he is a lg.(?r in saying that Isruel would be "more secure if they get out
of the Vest Bank and Gaza" because he knows that theré is no controlling the nany violence-
prone ‘alestinian factions or the arab powers that finance and saccor them and bedausc he
hows that any ruler who does recognize the existence or the State of Israel has Ikkoe
little chnace of surviving it. Witness Sadat, abdullah and all the Arabs who met with
Israelis in Burope with such a thought in mindeand wiie

Even after denouncing and rejecting violence against Israel hrafat did not dare
even cribicize his own faction when they w«/a‘e caught in it. Iﬁl()\'JiI‘li"‘:‘l’;lS he did, how thasp
would damage his relations with at least the U.S.

ot only does Zogby know that there is no contxi,ga.ling all of the arab factions in
their wholesale fratricide, Yo which the press giyes scant attontion andfas best I recall,
you none, he also knows that without the Vst 13%1: much of Israel is within easy range of
the artillery they already have, to say hothing of hind-held killing devices like rockets,
or border—cg‘}ssing;; with nurder in nind at nighte o

How secure would you feel with such sworn enemies so Yell equipped and s%ietermined
if you were nine miles or less from them? That is what would be true of gira“t\ of Israel. It
is so narrov in places it is close to indefensible against a determined foeAwith the Vest
Bank, ,

Quoting nobody you suy that Palestinians "have no place to go." First of all this

is not true today if you mean and still be in what came to be kinown as Palestine and vas

that until Trans—Jordan was gfeated as the arab falestinian state promised by Britain, which

then did not keep its promise to do the saune for Jew: with what rema:i.ned.l'-lgre than three-



quarters of the otiginal Palestine is today Jordan. I think it is possible for those with
no personél involvement to regard any noveuent of those people into;;brdan 48 no more
g€iving up a homelund than woving between Virginia and Haryland.

What you just do not reulize and what the actual record leaves beyond reasonable
guestion is ﬁgﬁat the Arabs want no State of lsrael to exist, despite what is suid and
inferred. This is why ever earlier offer was rejected without any discussion vhatsoever and
why non@bxcept Egypt recognize the Camp.pavid accords,

and that is what really accounts for what is in the words of Hishanm Sharabi, the
"anger and despair." It was really‘ﬂ "nourished" by those states, nohe close to a real
democmacy vwhen Iarael came into being, all fearing for their reoples to see the shining
light of a democratic state and what it meant to those peoples with democracy. siside from
nidtdwmm nillenia of racial hatred g@ﬁendered by the founder of their religion who perpe-
trated the last major holocaust before Hitler's.;4gain, I think you'll find Johnson in-
rormative.

sack to having no place to go, does it not occur to you.zﬁz:£ it was at the.leust
unusual for Arab states like Lgypt to refuse to provide a haven for coreligionists and
racial brothers, as so many states have for »=taeges refugees over the ages? us one
ﬂ Egyptian authority, I think quoted in;gohnson, said," the reiugees are our artillery
against Israel,"

' I do find it hard to believe that you really think what you suid of the war with
Saddam, "its underlying cause \is) the arab-Israeli roblem." If I were to say anytihing m
wore * fear it might be misunderstood for whut I do not have in mind, being insulting.
Well, one thing more - Sadian's ambitions?

Have you in any column or in your thinking or do you remember from anything at
any time, any comparison between the arab-Isrueli situation and couparable situations
not snly throwjhout history but in the recent past? H@;z_you been as enotional about
Prussians becoming part of Poland? Of Poles becoming sxx purt of the USSR? Of some nany
sinilar if not coumparable situations? Lven of uerto Bicans becoiing part of the Ynited
étates? Is npt the only exceptional eluqent the fact that Israel is a Jewish state?

How many occupyin;; powers of the rccent past can you recall that uade as many
efforts to improve the lJot of the people living in the land <hey occupied, even when
those occupiers, unlike Jews, could not nake the clain that the land had been their land
from which they had been expelled by the ancestors of thosehiﬁ—EEVing in i=? éook, for
example, at what the U.S, did to and about fhil;l'ppinos and Puerto Rdcans who wanted to
be free in their own land? Huve you any idea of the nunber of fhilippinos'the Uee killed?

i an reminded of a painful lesson I learned fron Fes Payne before he berame a
Newsday editog,whan we vere both working in semphis, together and separately, on the +ing
assassination. I don:% know vhat got hin started on it but as we rode in the sume cab to

the airport he gave me to understand clearly and with eloguence and passion I could not



e

begin to duplicate, thauv yu matter hou free we thinl’ vwe whites are of yrejudice against
blacks, it is born into us. and here I was who went bac.k in efforts to help blac&cn;tv;&
before World War II and who in it led a sitdown stiike in WXlter Reed's reconditioning
component because whites only were to be taken to a swinming pool all-white in Ureenbelt,
I repret Les combinced me.We all have Tar to go.

I take this time for two basic reasons. Une is TA(‘ great respect I have for your
writing, particularly your c¢olumns of recent years. The other is that + fear alother
hojocaust for r?:asons that are very ru.ul;(, reasons that have and will dominted every
Israeli government.

What other comnmon-sense reason - there for all the ruslim world except, for Egypt
to persist in a state of war with Liruel, Tor ihe Pales tinian National “‘e&gi::gbee to re-~
fuse to change its charterS:Lnsistence on driving: all the Jews out of Isruel for arafat
to refuse to make any statement and they to avoid a struibht m -fn}‘ recognition of the
right of the Jew to live in peace und security within theeir oum/lborders?

L have not been u practisin; Jew since T net oy fanily obligations and was con-
Tirmed as a man at 13. Iy only intercst in Isracl is Tor thoue Jews who Want to live there
as in their own homeland, and it is the land frou which we all spming and would still all
be in were it not for the urabs and before then so m& including the Yreeks and Romans,
in peace and with security, to be able to do S0

I wa the firs. nember of my family to have beexxborn into freedom and it meuans much
to me. The Jews who establoshed the State of israel, against seemingly insuperable odds,
were mostly those wuthout uy birthright. Host Jeus who noved into Israel left persecutions,
notably at the hands of Arabs, that were simply terrible. Woue had all their property
confiscated s a condition of being able to leuve. Some still are denied poruission to
leave and emigrate fron arab stut@s.a/“// 0/{“7'0

Host Jews who laow the history of those who preceeded thew know how right Santa-
yana was when he sdid that those of us wlo do not renefper the past are dooued to relave
it, If Israeli Jeus a.e not videly aware of this wisdouw, can you not see that it is none-

theless their understanding of reality? 4

..::an 2rely ,/l éw U{/

taroLd Weisberyg



-,

R 3 anss] mca_%a o Ing

. ureppeg waRgosd Jr8 o 8105

m_m_._u u__o__m::m._ a__._.

>¢o¢cos_ >z<§

10 modj .rxcmcex

¥ Awn . Q b\ - . . .
T — : IS1uniod §5od
2 . _ . % uopSusyso o sy Liosop Gopy
he ‘noqe - o' ST3RIS] Teonmod sem WAL U s — :
CT [BSIIICUMSSOIDDEPONOIPUI - OU) 0) SUEWSO[EJ I USSP UL -DIEfoM Jou %c%c&sw_@,, ¥100 S0 ‘KHOMDOW 998 | .
L. 3XOf 91191 ] SE ‘UL 9M ‘MOU UAY 0} 9JqE 3 PNOYS oM ‘SJBIA0S  Joj Supjoo] SeM YUTY T OH TeosY - - HOISBAUT 93 INOqe Y|B} SUBlUNSIRd
sm,._., - "Iseg S[PPIN Yy ut Arewoldip 94} 0) BIAJE'] pUE BIUBIIDFF 10U 9I0M UreU)RA W swidfqoad | - 943 e 3l Se SUNSIe WNOGR
| S JojaejooyjoustMg: - - PUSROp e oM Jj '§531ado - - o], “Bo(] BUOON MM IOFVAL | el I ‘WG fovIS|-qeIy
'E: . weppeg 3w snSoep Surnuep 913 0) 013y & ‘pajeudie A|doop oy - € S0UBUT) OM 9M Je1) ‘osned o 3y ‘osked Juidpzopun )i Inoqe”
5 usﬁ Surssnostp uoym ‘Juowredaq - 03 Suryoeaid ‘vepieirey i St oY Suquioq Jowoue jo ostwoad 3 | S suprewqns  3day daey, -
Vo2 “ayerg oy i se ‘om, jo peajsur 108 5,24 [[e 5,)] ‘WISSNY UIEPPES - Jno Supjoy seM af USYyM ‘vostof | 3/ ‘00 3401q JeAM 31} UIS- 3
A ,.., .. sudseln Jnoge ,3ys,, pIom a3 uro1j onsst 3y) [eajs pjnoys. - uopu41 Jo [esodoxd snonjg} | .. d y 3383&8&%
.- 3uisn 1doy oy ‘YoM Isej Buny) - . I “ezen) pueIURq ISIM 3Y) Jor o purw o) sBuuiq 3 Ing 0B | n payel aM SARY ION, "PleS 3y |
7 orunory [ MOIIaNT oSG} 10 138 A3} J SI008 930U 9G [ aney puUe Saey Usanaq doueequy | < AoUCU I3 PUads 03 Moy -,
f.. 0 euj juaunedag jeis oy g W JIMSSE pUE soypuerend [RJME Y §83.pal o} iaq 1ySRu SY3 pISIAPE JOU SABY IM, -
¥ U1 U0 5903 Jeym Joj 3[qisuodsal - Apnd383 £TA3 T9RIS] 1e) ‘SHIaYS [e20f 33 Aq papuTy © PHOAGRIY R -
: ST 3y ‘1Es JO A1e3R1038 aatB poysSf) "30ead 3y} PUE  “yueq e BuiAey (i Suoim Surpou u1 safueyo [eonfjod noge JuINII .
B se jey Buikes £q 1o £110s st Tem i) adueyo pinoa jey; Suyy §1 219y, ‘SurBemoostp Jsot AI3A U2 2ARY SUBILIDUIY,, . -
57 o pue Suoim ses ay juyy Suides  SUO U} AUS PUB 31 JNOGE [} LUOM . gem uorBal o) JO UOFINIISLOOII .. Jeu pauonuau Aieanap
bR E Joswy 23e13q7] PIN0d 19%eg M "SPUEY UMO INO P3N} M), 30UEUY 0} Yureq WISISET APPIA € JO SIfE[E BISY YINOG pue wisisey
a -ulosSny] weppeg ~  ‘S4€S ‘IMNSU] BOLIWY-qEIY B yonsoSSns s Joxeq 'y Sawef elg TeaN 10} AIE}31336 WIEIEITER
o qIA Ma1AIaUI uoiseAur-oxd a3 jo “4q807 sure 30 Areja139g ‘paesal st uf aoead .Mwﬂu_ooowm; Enuowe_m,nwm mmﬂuw& )
..  snoureJ Iay ut uofe Juam Jys se ; . et ! !
monon dn Sunjew sem .ucvwmmm:.wca gﬁm&ﬁ%nchxswmoﬂo%oﬁ___ac gmw-.wm% ﬂwﬂwonw wJMM:%:NmW 5 uesLIBWY Yy Aq paduelre iseg. |
mo ‘aidsern) udy i se ‘ waiqo1d umaﬁ © Sur1e)s JO WOPSIM 3Y) JN0qE | S[PPIIAl 243 pue [10 uo wnisodwAs
. 508 OH [9UrE(q a4} e 0 SISnJaI 3O UOTIN[OS3I JWOS PIEMO) ‘UED uo so8er JusumaIe o MM | Jusunedaq 35 € 1Y
: 9y YoryM Jof ‘90UIBMPUI DU girssod am Ji ‘Sot - + - uo Jom  STEAA OG IS€} 3Y) J0f suenSIed | ¥ Jnoge pIom & m_wﬁmﬁa
Juouragenooud jo A1od & ‘DeX s 943 mo doay om je JuEpOGUY 01 }[£3p 3NN YA UD | uojBuryse | Ul U0 ON °UOI3al 3y}
A spremo} £orjod snotadxd Ino jo .31 JUI | Ay S 1000 POIOYUR0 UE ANjENusw sunjosqe | oneniS o 01 Ayde13os8 pue -
- 199iqns A U0, AYoN0) A]PWANIXd  -uodn jnd (3108 38 OYM PUE ¢ _MM. ue £q pauteisns ‘Jiedsp pue rofve Aoy, hq wvxs_ S Inq—HEM
1 9 "EIPOGWE) PUE JOPRATES 03 aoejd O FAEY OY swenmsofeq 'Aq poystmou, pue paznedio pue woyj nopnd e ow|= ui| 03 saL
.+ 19 ur sajeusa[ess Apoojq paonpoad - Jo uoydureyo sy st oy ‘qery  Pajednsiydos ‘uawasous [eanfjod " UjassnY Weppes Ae 3 Ul paqulf
[ - sey 3y "Wasap Yy ut Aoewrojdip uspponuMmop 3t} Jo uoidureyd © J0BJ U1 SY ,WIS[EjUaUIepUn) J0u ST 3} PIes “ISIUMUI ASUSJIP
I JO JB3JOP SNOULIOUD 3} paMofje 3 S1 9y Jey St sayew :._ommzm ) . : u.a:w_m.r sgeo asap | M3u m.uu:.ﬁ ] ‘oxof al1ald
- . © g Quo sn S9MO0 h—mﬂ@k loxeq. weppeg ey} SEUEQN.-N ME——O& L ) JeyM. Jey) pouIeM 1qereys ) Iseq JPPIN Y ut
. 0013501000 O30 15001 3y 1 0, I 2 AT, v et PO PR sist1a usueuLIad a3 pue Jes Jing
|8  pue uorgndx ey JoL0- "I ‘N IN0gR EISIUL OU BN, " +beay Jo Sumypes ay) sqery Auewr o} § UeIsIad osw i op 0) Burgjauios
: aunsafed 341 Jo O[S -aunjsafed. . S13TeANY] Jo UONEIIqY 3Y) §1 SaNjfe Sey uonsanb UEIUSIfEd 3 ,
- - AUR JOPISUCD 0} ISNJII STREIS] . Jnoqe (‘Je)-(]) U] PN ‘oY a3 0 JeyM Jey) ureid 31 Spew Jeyy pauonuaw sey Aioyne :
| oqARME Jow P[oM SON[E GEIY YL PojenjsUOUIaI Y '9IWWOY 30WeadS Joye Jaxeads ‘ounsareq | U Su0Sw0S ISV L
-~ I0jey sIyungl progthesp . saepy uBI04 SN0 AN 03 B0 Siskfeuy Adyjod Jof JIU)
F - Buquiog SOeIS] Jo JYBs a3 2 Bunfeads ‘yesmy jo UOSEAW ay3 Jo Sunaaw e Je ‘Sunuiow m —m —\-
| - powregu os owi000q sossews qery  Jayje “IoquialdSg ISET 33U0 PP 190 3, “Jes JINB O UL Juakd O
: 94} 1S9 ‘Tem Y] JO JNO SIS . Y ISEI| Iy 00} Y smowj Jayeg © © - Sunendroid oy se u_g:i jo ,
: oty daay 07 s Isnoy SEBA *JOU Op 3M JI JI SAOUY UIISSNE]. #:v:a:—hmm

[S SRS SENE R I

O [




