
Sincerely, 
1/ 

7 Harold weisberg 

National Editor 	 7627 Old Receiver Road 
The Washington Post 	 Frederick, Md, 21702 
1150 15 lit., NW 	 11/11/90 
Washington, D.C. 20071 

Dear Editor, 

Christopher Daly quotes University of Vermont political scientist Garrison 
nelson's statement that Bernie Sanders "will be the fifth socialist to serve in the 
House." Nelson identified the foLfth and fifth as Vito harcantenio and Leo Isaaeson, 
"of the more militant itme2ican 'abor Party." 

The ii.merican Labor Party was not socialist, nor were harcantonio, who was my 
friend, or Isaacson, wheml knew. Moreover, what then was "more militant" is today's 
national policy, to a large degree of both major parties. 

Marcantonio's first political activity was as -republican Piorello LaGuardia's 
first campaign manager when La Guardia ran for the house. hare was elected as both 
kLP and Democrat until he became, if I remember correctly, the first person to win the 
nomination of threVilitical parties and was elected without opposition. 

Mostly he voted with the Democrats but he enjoyed excellent relations with the 
leadership of both political parties. I drove him to the White House for innumerable 
meeting5with FDR and I sat in on meetings he had with Joe Martin, GOP House leader. 
Mattin leaked to him for his use what the GOP feared using. Earc loft one of his meetings 
with FDR with that President's agreement to create the Fair Employment Practises Eommission 
if in return Marc would withdraw his HR1, a bill to create that commission. 

These were times when "arc was the only ffelaber to defend Eleanor Roosevelt on the 
floor when the extremists of the right assailed her. 

When he was gerrymandered out of office he was succeeded by a man who was openly 
pro-fascist. 

Fresh from law school his first job was as an assistant district attorney in 
Manhattan. 

You young fogies are long on the cliches of journalism and political science 
but are short on the actualities of our history and political science. 

Yesterday's "militant" does not become centrist because he changes. It is be-
cause our society and national concepts change and what in the past was regarded as 
militant, no matter how solidly it was within out Constitution, like equal rights 
for blacks and women, does become national policy. 
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For V
erm

ont's Sanders, V
ictory Follow

ed Long Pat 
First Socialist Elected to H

ouse in Decades Gets Attention W
ith Frank Talk of Class Coe. 

By eivistopher 8. D
aly 

, 	
Special to Tio W

adisoton P
ast 

B
O

ST
O

N
, N

ov. 102–In an elec-
tion' year __w

hen m
any A

m
ericans 

apparently decided to give the ras- 
cals another chance, voters in V

er-
m

ont broke sharply w
ith the status 

quo and elected a new
 congress-

m
an, B

ernie Sanders, w
ho is not 

only an independent but a socialist. 
B

y a 17-point m
argin, S

anders 
routed a freshm

an R
epublican, Pe- 

ter Sm
ith, despite the supposed ad-

vantages of incum
bency and the 

personal cam
paigning of President 

W
A

 in the closing w
eeks. 

S
an

d
ers, th

e form
er m

ayor of 
B

urlington, V
t., and the runner-up 

in the 1988 election for V
erm

ont's 
single H

ouse seat, thus w
ill becom

e 
the first socialist in the H

ouse in 
detades. 	

• 
W

hether his election signals a 
first w

ave of populist reaction to 
R

eiganism
 or stands as an anom

aly 
rem

ains to be seen. In the other key 
V

erm
ont race last T

uesday, for ex-
am

ple, voters chose a R
epublican, 

R
ichard A

. Snelling, for governor. 
tut the 49-year-old Sanders sees 

his w
in as the natural expression of 

th
e electorate's alien

ation
 from

 
W

4shington. 
'M

e voters w
ere sayin

g th
ey 

b
elieve C

on
gress is ou

t of tou
ch

 
w

ith the needs of ordinary A
m

er- 
icaus--1-w

orking people, poor peo-
p

le, th
e eld

erly—
th

at th
ey feel 

C
ongress is dom

inated by big m
on-

ey and they w
ant to send som

ebody 
dow

n there to fight for them
," Sand- 

A
s for getting elected, Sanders's 

approach to w
inning office w

ould 
sound fam

iliar to successful politi-
cian

s of an
y p

arty. H
e sp

en
t 20 

years building nam
e recognition, 

credentials and support as m
ayor of 

B
urlington, V

erm
ont's largest city. 

H
e ran for C

ongress in 1988 and 
fell short. H

e tried again, boxed out 
m

ost serious rivals, held his base 
and w

orked hard to bring in new
 

supporters. 
T

his tim
e, Sanders also had som

e 
h

elp
. M

ost p
rom

in
en

t V
erm

on
t 

D
em

ocrats d
ecid

ed
 to en

d
orse 

Sanders, or at least stay neutral, 
thus giving Sanders a fairly clear 
shot at Sm

ith w
ith little interfer-

ence from
 D

em
ocrat D

elores San-
doval, w

ho finished w
ith 3 percent. 

U
nw

ittingly, Sm
ith helped Sand-

ers, too. F
irst, the R

epublican en-
dorsed som

e lim
its on autom

atic 
w

eapons, incurring the w
rath of the.  

N
ational R

ifle A
ssociation and alien-

ating som
e of his conservative base 

am
ong hunters. 

W
ith polls nevertheless show

ing 
a virtual dead heat in S

eptem
ber, 

Sm
ith then bungled the tax and bud-

get issues that bedeviled so m
any 

W
ash

in
gton

 p
olitician

s th
is fall. 

Sm
ith becam

e the first rank-and-file 
R

epublican to endorse the biparti-
san budget agreem

ent in late Sep-
tem

b
er—

en
d

earin
g h

im
self to 

P
resident B

ush—
only to find that 

m
ost V

erm
onters w

ere outraged 
over th

e p
rop

osed
 tax on

 h
om

e 
heating oil. 

In
 th

e late stages of th
e cam

-
paign, Sm

ith tried to tap his W
hite 

H
ouse 

cred
it, an

d
 B

u
sh

 flew
  

about C
uban P

resident F
idel C

as-
tro. F

or Sanders, the victory capped 
20 years of political agitation. T

he 
son of a B

rooklyn paint seller, Sand-
ers ran

 for statew
id

e office fou
r 

tim
es in the 1970s before squeak-

ing into the m
ayor's job in B

urling-
ton

 b
y Ju

st 10 votes. In
 th

e n
ext 

eigh
t ye., h

e w
on

 over m
an

y of 
his critics by pushing tax reform

, 
affordable housing and econom

ic 
developm

ent. 
As a H

ouse freshm
an, Sanders 

now
 faces a delicate, practical prob-

lem
: defining his relationship to the 

D
em

ocratic caucus, and negotiating 
h

is com
m

ittee assign
m

en
ts. A

l-
though he insists he is an indepen-
dent, he has already begun discus-
sion

s w
ith

 S
p

eak
er T

h
om

as S
. 

F
oley (D

-W
ash.) and other H

ouse 
leaders over his role. 

"T
he discussions w

ere cordial. 1. 
expect to be adm

itted to the [D
em

-
ocratic) caucus. I look forw

ard to 
that," Sanders said, adding that he 
pledged to support the D

em
ocratic 

leadership. O
ne issue they did not 

discuss is w
hether Sanders w

ould 
be allow

ed to accrue seniority. 
Sanders w

ill be the fifth socialist  

to serve in the H
ouse, accordii 

research by political scientist 
risen N

elson of the U
niversil 

V
erm

ont. T
w

o w
ere m

em
ber 

the Socialist Party: V
ictor B

erg 
W

isconsin, w
ho served in 191 

and 1923-29, and M
eyer L

ondc 
N

ew
 Y

ork C
ity, w

ho sat from
 1 

to 1923 w
ith one interruption. 

L
ater, tw

o m
em

bers of the n
 

m
ilitan

t A
m

erican
 L

ab
or P

a 
b

oth
 from

 N
ew

 Y
ork

 C
ity, i 

served
. T

h
ey w

ere V
ito M

arc 
tonio, from

 1939 to 1951, and l 
Isacson, 1948-49. 

M
ore recently, H

ouse m
em

b 
have been elected as independer 
although m

ost have joined the n 
jo

rity
 D

em
o
crats u

p
o
n
 electii 

T
he last congressm

an to rem
ain 

dependent, according to N
elsc 

w
as H

enry F
razier R

eam
s of O

h 
w

ho served tw
o term

s in the eat 
1950s. 

T
w

o current H
ouse m

em
bers a 

rived
 as in

d
ep

en
d

en
ts b

u
t late 

join
ed

 th
e D

em
ocrats. O

n
e 

T
hom

as M
. F

oglietta of P
hilade 

phia; the other is Joe M
oakley 

B
oston

, w
h

o ch
airs th

e p
ow

erft 
R

ules C
onunittee. 

C
if ./3

 	
in

.. ....A
IL 



th
e electorate's alien

ation
 from

 

W
ashington. 
"

T
h

e voters w
ere sayin

g th
ey 

b
elieve C

on
gress is ou

t of tou
ch

 

w
ith the needs of ordinary A

m
er-

icans--w
orking people, poor peo-

p
le, th

e eld
erly—

th
at th

ey feel 

C
ongress is dom

inated by big m
on-

ey and they w
ant to send som

ebody 

claim
 there to fight for them

," Sand-

ers said last w
eek. 

Sanders, w
ho is often rum

pled, 

u
su

ally late an
d

 alw
ays tie-less, 

found him
self thrust into the lim

e-

light, besieged w
ith interview

 re-

quests from
 local and national new

s 

m
edia. A

lthough he is not aligned 

w
ith any political party, Sanders 

gets attention w
ith his frank talk of 

class conflict. 
"

T
h

e b
asic m

essage is, in
 V

er-

m
ont w

e believe there is som
ething 

w
rong w

hen the w
ealthiest 1 per-

cent of the population has seen a 

d
ou

b
lin

g of real in
com

e over th
e 

last 10 years w
hile the m

iddle class 

an
d

 th
e w

ork
in

g class h
ave lost 

groun4" he said. 
In

 S
an

d
ers's view

, D
em

ocrats 

w
ould be w

inning m
ore offices if 

they w
ould reassert their tradition-

al - role as ad
vocates of th

e vast 

num
bers of A

m
ericans w

ho do not 

enjoy great w
ealth. 

A
sked about his specific political 

agenda 
in

 th
e H

ou
se, S

an
d

ers 

points first to a national health-care 

system
 like C

anada's and to "fair-

ne.sn" in taxes, then calls foi deep 

cuts in defense spending to free up 

funds for dom
estic priorities such as 

housing, education and the environ-

m
en

t  

 

R
epublican to endorse the biparti-

san budget agreem
ent in late Sep-

tem
b

er—
en

d
earin

g h
im

self to 

P
resident B

ush—
only to find that 

m
ost V

erm
onters w

ere outraged 

over th
e p

rop
osed

 tax on
 h

om
e 

heating oil. 
In

 th
e late stages of th

e cam
-

paign, Sm
ith tried to tap his W

hite 

H
o
u

se cred
it, a

n
d

 B
u

sh
 flew

 

through a rainstorm
 on O

ct. 23 to 

attend a Sm
ith fund-raiser. B

ut by 

then, the president's popularity w
as 

sagging, and Sm
ith aw

kw
ardly tried 

to distance him
self from

 B
ush even 

w
hile sitting next to him

. 

T
he final straw

 appears to have 

been a backlash against a negative 

advertisem
ent that Sm

ith flung at 

Sanders in the final w
eek. In a state 

w
ith,  a trad

ition
 of clean

 p
olitics, 

voters apparently resented Sm
ith's 

attem
pt to red-bait Sanders w

ith 

30-year-old, out-of-context rem
arks 


