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Desar BEditor,

Christopher Daly quotes University of Vermont political scientist Garrison
tNelson's statement that Bernie Sanders "will be the fifth socialist to serve in the
House." Nelson identiried the fouth and fifth as Vito harcantinio and Leo Isaaeson,
"of the wore militant american “abor Party."

The american “abor Party was not socialist, nor were karcantonio, who was nmy
friend, or Isaacson, whon+ knew. ilorcover, what then was "more militant" is today's
national policy, to a large degree of both major parties.

Hareantonio's fhrst political activity was as -iepublican Fiorello LaGuardia's
first canpaign manager when lLa Guardia ran for the louse. llarc was elected as both
AKP and Democrat until he became, if I renember correctly, the first person to win the
nomination of thr%gfgglitical parties and was elected without oppouition.

Hostly he voted with the lemocrats but he enjoyed excellent relations with the
leadership of both political parties. I drove him to the White House for innuwerable
neetingsvith FDR and I sat in on meetings he had with Joe hartin, GOP House leader.

Maptin leaked to him for his use what the GOP feared using. liarc left onc of his neétings
with FDR with that President's agreement to create the Fair Bmployment Practises Eommission
if in return larc would withdraw his HR1, a bill to erecate that commissions

Thefe were times when *!‘arc was the only keuber to defend Eleanor Roosevelt on the
floor when the extremists of the right ussailed her.

When he was gerrymandered out of office he was succeeded by a man who was openly
pro-fascist.

Fresh from law school his first job was as an assistant district attorney in
Manhattane.

You young fogies are long on the cliches of journalism and political scienee
but are short on the actualities of our history and political science.

Yesterday's "militant" does not become centrist because he changes. It is be-
cause our society and national concepts change and what in the past was regarded as
militant, no matter how solidly it was within out Constitution, like equal rights
for blacks and women, does becone national policy.
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Sincerely,

gl

Harold weisberg
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For Vermont’s Sanders,
m..:.& ,woam%& @mﬁm& to House in Decades

cg.wgn:.gg many Americans
apparently tecided to give the ras-
cals another chance, voters in Ver-
mont broke sharply with the status
quo and elected a new congress-
man, Bernie Sanders, who is not
only an independent byt a socialist,
By a 17-point margj , Sanders

routed a freshman Republican, Pe- °

ter Smith, despite the supposed ad-
vanlages of incumbency and the
personal campaigning of President
Bush in the closing weeks,

the former mayor of

Butlington, Vt., and the runner-up
in the 1988 election for Vermont'’s
single House seat, thys will become
the first socialist in the House in
g. ) 8 . )

Whether his election signals a’
first wave of populist reaction to
Reaganism or stands as an anomaly
remains to be seen. In the other key
Vermont race last Tuesday, for ex-
ample, voters chose 3 Republican,
Richard A. Snellin , for governor,

. But the 49-year-old Sanders sees
his win as the natural expression of
the electorate’s alienation from
Wishington,

“The voters were saying they
Congress is out of touch
with the needs of ordinary Amer-
g...lﬂo;n:m people, poor peo-
ple, the elderly—that they feel
Congress is dominated by big mon-
€y and they want to send somebody
down there to fight for them,” Sand-
ers said last week,

As for getting elected, Sanders’s
approach to winning office would
sound familiar to successful politj-
cians of any party. He spent 20
years building name recognition,
credentials and support as mayor of
Burlington, Vermont’s largest city.

He ran for Congress in 1988 and
fell short. He tried again, boxed out
most serious rivals, held hjs base
and worked hard to bring in new
Supporters. :

This time, Sanders also had some
help. Most prominent Vermont
Democrats decided to endorse
Sanders, or at Jeast stay neutral,
thus giving Sanders a fairly clear
shot at Smith with little interfer-
ence from Democrat Delores San-
doval, who finished with 3 percent.

Unwittingly, Smith helped Sangd-
ers, too. First, the Republican en-
dorsed some limits on. automnatic
Weapons, incurring the wrath of the
National Rifle Association and aljen-
ating some of his conservative base
among hunters, a

With polls nevertheless showing
a virtual dead heat in September,
Smith then bungled the tax and bud-
get issues that bedeviled so many
Washington politicians this fa)],
Smith became the first rank-and-file
Republican to endorse the biparti-
san budget agreement in late Sep-
amscma.lms%uasm himself to
President wzmwloaw to find that
most Vermonters. were outraged
over the proposed tax on home
heating oil,

In the late stages of the cam-
paign, Smith tried to tap his White
House credit, and Bush flew

about Cuban President Fidel Cas-
tro.

For Sanders, the victory capped
20 years of political agitation, The
son of a Brooklyn paint seller, Sand-
ers ran for statewide office four
times in the 1970s before squeak-
ing into the mayor’s Job in Burling-
Sa.vw%..w 10 votes. In the next

“eight , he won over many of
his critics by pushing tax teform,
affordable housing and economic
development, - :

As a House freshman, Sanders
now faces a delicate, practica} prob-
lem: %me.:n his relationship to the

his committee assignments, AJ-

though he insists he is an indepen-
dent, he has already begun discus-

sions with Speaker Thomas S,

Foley (D-Wash.) and other House

~ leaders over hisrole, - . .

“The discussions were cordial, 1.
expect to be admitted to the [Dem-
ocratic] caucus. I Jook forward to
that,” Sanders said, adding that he
pledged to support the Democratic
leadership, One issue they did not
discuss is whether Sanders wouid
be allowed to accrye seniority,
Sanders will be the fifth socialist

mocratic caucus and negotiating

Gets Attention With Frank 1alk: of Class Confl

to serve in the House, accordi
research by political scientist

rison Nelson of the Universij
Vermont. Two were member
the Socialist Party: Victor Berg
Wisconsin, who served in 191
and 1923-29, and Meyer Londc
New York City, who sat from 1
to 1923 with one interruption,

Later, two members of the n
militant American Labor Pa
both from New York City, |
served. They were Vito Marc¢
tonio, from 1939 to 1951, and |
Isacson, 194849,

More recently, House mempb.
have been elected as independer
although most have joined the n
jority Democrats upon electi
The last congressman to remain
dependent, according to Nels(
was Henry Frazier Reams of Oh
who served two terms in the ea;
1950s, ’

Two current House members a
rived as independents byt late
joined the Democrats, Qpe
Thomas M. Foglietta of Philade
phia; the other s Joe Moakley ¢
Boston, who chairs the powerfi
Rules Committee.



the electorate’s ~alienation from
Washington.

“The voters were saying they
believé Congress is out of touch
with the needs of ordinary Amer-
%ioniam people, poor peo-
ple, the elderly—that they feel
Congress is dominated by big mon-
ey m:u they want to send somebody
down there to fight for them,” Sand-
ers said last week.

Sanders, who is often rumpled,
usually late and always tie-less,
found himself thrust into the lime-
light, besieged with interview re-
quests from local and national news
media. Although he is not aligned
with any political party, Sanders
gets attention with his frank talk of
class conflict.

“The basic message is, in Ver-

mont we believe there is something
wrong when the wealthiest 1 per-
cent of the population has seen a
doubling of real income over the
last 10 years while the middle class
and: the working class have lost
ground;” he said. )

In Sanders’s view, Democrats
would be winning more offices if
they would reassert their tradition-
al-role as advocates of the vast
numbers of Americans who do not
enjoy great wealth. ,

Asked about his specific political
agenda in the House, Sanders
points firstto a national health-care
system like Canada’s and to:“fair-
nesg” in taxes, then calls for deep
cuts in defense spending to free up
funds for domestic priorities such as
housihg, education and the environ-
ment. - C
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Republican to endorse the biparti-
san budget agreement in late Sep-
tember—endearing himself to
President Bush—only to find that
most Vermonters were outraged
over the proposed tax on home
heating oil.

In the late stages of the cam-
paign, Smith tried to tap his White
House credit, and Bush flew
through a rainstorm on Oct. 23 to
attend a Smith fund-raiser. But by
then, the president’s popularity was
sagging, and Smith awkwardly tried
to distance himself from Bush even
while sitting next to him.

The final straw appears to have
been a backlash against a negative
advertisement that Smith flung at
Sanders in the final week. In a state
with a tradition of clean politics,
yoters apparently resented Smith’s
attempt to red-bait Sanders with

30-year-old, out-of-context remarks,
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