
Gawp Lardner, Newsroom 
The Washington Post 
11§0 15 	NJ 
Washington, D.C. 20071 

Dear George, 

2/24/92 

(.1  
Up what; has become my usual too early, for which and for other reasons I see a 
___ • 	o 

neurologist with a speciality in sleep disorders on my thrid! medical appointment of the 

day, I drafted a letter to Gates cind then was lucky enough for the local paper to come 

just as I went out to mail the books and pick the 2ost up. I'm pretty sure I'll be able 

to copy the story on Howard Donahue's coming book on the JFK assassination and to mail 

that and this this afternoon. Uhat I am not sure of is that I' dm be able to read and 

correct and write you about my letter to Cates. If I am able to read and correct it 

and do not have tim- to write you about it, please regard it as confidential for the 

time being. I'll then write you later about it. If it is not enclosed you'll get it 

when I can write you a bit about it. 

Tte AP story on Donahue's book may have been routed to you and you may or may not 

have kept it i it was. In short, his theory is impossible and told him this more than 

once, at least once in some detail when he and his wife were here. The first time was whelp/ 

theAknuhty Sun, also without checking, publizhhed it years ago. .,- have that and my letter, 

sure. 

"ike all the others who pretend to solve/ the assassination with theories they dream 

up, Donohue ignores what disproves his, the existing photogradhic evidence, among other 

things. 

for so long. 

It is true that on one occasion he did gtxm fire a different hannlicher-Carcanno 

three tines within W6 5.6 second It is not true that he then duplicated the shooting 

attributed to Oswald. If I can find them I have the results of that test for CBS News. 

Bob Richter leaked them to Sylvia Meagher, who gave no a copy. 

I'n not taking  the time this early morning when I'm about to leave for my walking 

therapy to check ny files to got the name of the secret "ervice agent ha says fired 

the 13W BAR but without being  a lawyer I think that man has a case and mighe sue. 

i4ot only cannot it be proven that this happened, leave alone was possible, common sense 

alone says that in less tun 5.6 second he could have gotten that BAR up from the floor 

of the folIowup car and then fired it -without being  seen by the mahy onlookers. ;t was 

r , 
Nfiless St. Marp's is running a-caicuated risk, publishing this book without the 

necessary checking  is wildly crazy. 45 is 1)onahue because of what I wrote and told him, 

that his theory is proven to be impossible by the existing evidence to which I referred him. 

I'd thought that the last time I'd persuaded him because he has been silent about it 
-JP 



2 

some tine later that he had that weapon up, with no indication of ever using it. It is 

my recollection that kx this was about the tine the motorcade disappeared beneath the 

'riple Underpass. 

knd, of course, nobody heard that alleged shot or saw it being aimed. 

I pant to keep it confidential at least for now but I've had several recent 

-phone-calls from a retired Secret Service agent who was then on the Whute House detail. 

"e has not been able to cone here because of illness but he is well now and he is writing 

me about what I cannot confirm and believe is unlikely if not impossible, that they knew 

auout Oswald before the assassination. I think one of as details is impossible or close 

to it,that they had that backyard picture of Oswald on the bulletin board before the 
assassination. Then it disappeared, he says, and others denied to him that they's seen it. 

One former White House detail agent, perhaps not asigeed there but I believe he was, 
Fox, now dead, did leak the bla4C—and—white autopsy pictures. 

When he first showed then to theman to whom he leaked them he had in the same folder 
a photo4y ore picture of Hitler's will! 

It appears that atone has opened publishing floodgates. 

If you can send me a copy of the former counsels' statement before you can go over 

tour notes I'd appreciate it because when -6 have time I'm writing about that. 

In a 1/5/92 article in the Inquirer Specter said that people should read the Warren 

report to "accept the extensive factual analysis and sound conclusions" in it. 

I liked that invitation. I'm accepting it. 

Best, 



George, I've time for a hasty explanation of my letter to Gates and some of the 

ellipsis in it. At least for now this is for your information only. kly purposes do not 

include publicity. While l have no reason to believe that the CIA is any more intent on 

openness under Gates than in the past, I also believe that owe it a reasonable opportun-

ity to think about it and respond. 

--At•the beginnidiof Watergate a German publisher asked me to do a book, which I started 

to do, changed his mind, then a second publisher did the same thing, asked and then decided 

against it. Having started I continued working and I did develop information that Bernstein 

and Woodward did not publish if they'd learned it. This includes information on E. Howard 

Hunt. I think there id a prima facie case of his preventing publication I had arranged for 

through the man then my agent, "ax Wilkinson. I found that Hunt used Wilkinson's office as 

his New Yorkildress. That may be the office from which he had a tie-line to his Washing-

ton office. There is more on Hunt of that period. 

n those days the FBI was interceptiOdioverseas mail for the CIA. Hine was delayed 

and some never reached me. What w 11-  - 	 correspondence from a Ger- 

man publisher who accepted Whitewash. I later learned that when I did not respond to the 

letters that never reached me they sent the manuscript back. It never reached me. 

For a period of about two months all my mail to may -"ondon agent was delayed. I have 

a telegram from him telling me that it then all reached him at one time. 

There were at least two instances of intrusion into my being published in England, 

the second while the contract was being drafted. While I can't pin this on the CIA it 

is more suspect than any other agency. The first instance was the killing of the book to 

Collins, which had gone for it in 1965, by an old-time British spook, then Warden of 

All Souls at Oxford, John Sparrow. 

The ribbon copy of 0464 in New Orleans was intercepted and delayed for some time 

in reaching me from my then 1'64 York agent. The post office explanation for the delay and 

the absence of any wrapper was ridiculous. 

What called itself "the Public affairs staff" aid had no visible connection with the 

CIA monitored what I and others were saying about the JFK assassination. As - now recall 

Harold<ftWr Ober was in charge, He with his staff were eased out in the eke wake of Water-

gate and as I recall were taken in by NSA. M have bills rendered for the service, checks 

in payment, envelopes in which they were mailed, and carbon-copies of what I'd said. Sure 

the ChDa can say it wanted to know what was being daid but that is domestic intelligence, 

then prohibited for it. 

Before it was known that Praeger was a CIA publisher one of his people was quite 

impressed by Whitewash, fore4st their first print would be 50,000 copies, then a best-

seller indication, but Praeger personally rebected the book. He was out of town when I 
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submitted the manuscript and when it was rejturned to me I learned that he had done the 

rejecting, personally. 

When there was attention to "unt and his novels it became public that Wilkinson was 

both his agent and his friend. 

The firm was Littauer 6: Wilkinson. There then was a Littauer. CIA foundation. I do not 

know whether these are one of wore '"ittauers or whether there is any other kind of 

connection but the name is not all that common. 

While I have no proof I do have reason to believe that the CIA was engaged in 

xxx arranging for non-publication as well as what it has admitted,for publication. 

U.th hunt part of it. 

There is probably more. this is off the top of the head. What is solid and beyond 

question is that the Office of Security had at least two files on me, lied about them and 

withheld them. There is reason to believe that at least one related to publishing. 

So, while I expect nothing in response to my letter, I want to wait and see, 
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 A
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eap
on

s exp
ert 

claim
s that John F

. K
ennedy w

as killed by 
a S

ecret S
ervice agen

t w
h

o w
as tryin

g to 
return the assassin's fire, but accidentally 
hit the president. 

H
ow

ard D
onahue's theory is outlined in a 

book titled "M
ortal E

rror: T
he Shot that 

K
illed JF

K
," by Sonar M

enninger, w
hich 

is scheduled to be in bookstores nationw
ide 

W
ednesday. 
M

r. D
onahue concludes that L

ee H
arvey 

O
sw

ald
 sh

ot at an
d

 h
it K

en
n

ed
y w

ith
 a 

6.5m
m

 M
annlicher-C

arcano rifle, but the 
fatal b

u
llet cam

e from
 a S

ecret S
ervice 

agent in the D
allas m

otorcade. 
T

he agent is nam
ed in the book. 

D
avid

 W
. B

elk
, th

e form
er W

arren
 

C
om

m
ission counsel w

ho has em
erged in 

recen
t years as th

e com
m

ission
's m

ost 
vocal d

efen
d

er, w
as q

u
ick

 to attack
 M

r. 
D

onahue's thesis. 
"

T
h

e th
eory is, lik

e all th
e oth

ers, Ju
st 

w
rong. If you look at the record as a w

hole, 
it's clear that L

ee H
arvey O

sw
ald shot the 

president, Just as w
e concluded," he said. 

T
h

e U
.S

. S
ecret S

ervice d
en

ied
 th

at a 

rifle w
as fired. 

"
If I u

sed
 th

e w
ord

 'rid
icu

lou
s,' th

at 
w

ould be th
e m

ild
est th

in
g I cou

ld
 say. I 

haven't seen the book, but know
 the general 

th
esis,"

 said
 B

ob
 S

n
ow

, a sp
ok

esm
an

 for 
the Secret Service. 

M
ean

w
h

ile, in
 D

allas, L
arry H

ow
ard

, 
director of th

e JF
K

 A
ssassination C

enter 
an

d
 a firearm

s con
su

ltan
t on

 th
e film

 
"JF

K
," called the Idea "absolutely ridicu-

lous." H
e claim

s the president w
as hit by 

at least three riflem
en and the killing shot 

cam
e from

 the grassy knoll. 
F

or M
r. D

on
ah

u
e, 69, of T

ow
son

, th
e 

attention com
es after years of obscurity. 

A
 form

er W
orld W

ar II bom
ber pilot, he 

grad
u

ated
 from

 th
e U

n
iversity of M

ary-
lan

d
 in

 1949 an
d

 for m
an

y years w
as a 

pharm
aceutical salesm

an before pursuing 
his true avocation, firearm

s. 
A

 d
ed

ica
ted

 h
u

n
ter, h

e o
p

era
ted

 a
 

T
ow

son gun shop for 12 years. In 1981, he 
closed

 th
e sh

op
 an

d
 h

as sin
ce earn

ed
 h

is 
living as a firearm

s exam
iner, investigat-

Ing gun accidents and testifying in court. 
H

e began pursuing his K
ennedy invest'. 

gallon
 in

 1967 after h
e took

 p
art in

 tests 
w

ith
 a C

arcan
o rifle at th

e H
.P

. W
h

ite 
B

allistics L
aboratory near B

el A
ir. 

In that testing, film
ed by C

B
S, he fired 

three tim
es and hit three head shots on a 

m
oving target in less than the 5.6 seconds, 

w
hich is thought to be the m

inim
um

 tim
e 

O
sw

ald
 cou

ld
 h

ave fired
. K

n
ow

in
g h

ow
 

hard It w
as, he doubted O

sw
ald, a m

ediocre 
shot, could have pulled it off. 

"I'm
 the only firearm

s expert w
ho's ever 

in
vestigated

 th
is,"

 h
e 

says. 
"E

veryone 
else is eith

er a law
yer or an

 en
gin

eer or 
Just an am

ateur." 
A

n early version of his theory w
as pub-

lish
ed

 in
 1977 in

 
T

h
e (B

altim
ore) 

Sun 
M

agazine. B
u

t h
e's b

een
 rou

tin
ely d

is-
m

issed by, am
ong others, the H

ouse Select 
A

ssassin
ation

 C
om

m
ittee of 1978, "

60 
M

in
u

tes"
 an

d
 K

en
n

ed
y assassin

ation
 

experts. 
A

pproaches to other authors and experts 
w

en
t n

ow
h

ere, u
n

til M
r. M

en
n

in
ger, a 

rep
orter w

h
o n

ow
 lives in

 K
ansas C

ity, 
M

o., heard of M
r. D

onahue and gave him
 a 

call. 

M
r. M

enninger is a form
er reporter w

ith 
the K

ansas C
ity B

usiness Journal and the 
W

ashington B
usiness Journal. 

T
he W

arren C
om

m
ission concluded that 

L
ee H

arvey O
sw

ald, acting alone, shot and 
killed K

ennedy. M
r. D

onahue believes that 
su

b
tle b

allistic evid
en

ce reveals th
at th

e 
head-shot bullet cam

e from
 another direc-

tion
. H

e said
 tw

o tests cou
ld

 in
stan

tly 
P

rove or disprove his theory, but he doesn't 
know

 if they have ever been done. 

"
I h

ate th
e w

ord
 'cover-u

p
,' "

 h
e said

. 
"It sounds so sinister. B

ut the governm
ent 

w
as betw

een a rock and a hard place. T
hey 

did not w
ant to adm

it that K
ennedy w

as 
shot in the head by their ow

n m
an. T

hey 
tried to cover it up w

ith the W
arren C

om
-

m
ission." 

A
ttem

p
ts b

y
 M

r. D
o
n

a
h

u
e, M

r. 
M

enninger and the book's publisher, St. 
M

artin's, to approach the Secret Service 
agent have been rebuffed w

ith silence or 
threats of law

suits. 

"W
e w

ent over this w
ith our law

yers and 
th

eir co
n

sen
su

s is th
a
t h

e w
o
n

't su
e, 

b
ecau

se w
e d

id
 everyth

in
g w

e cou
ld

 to 
reach

 h
im

. W
e n

ever arrived
 at ou

r con
-

clusion through m
alice. It w

as a deduction 
on our part. W

e don't accuse him
 of being

'  
an assassin. H

e w
as caught in an unfortu-

n
ate w

eb
 of fate th

rou
gh

 n
o fau

lt of h
is 

ow
n." M

r. D
onahue said. 

M
r. D

on
ah

u
e said

 th
e en

try an
d

 exit 
w

ounds on the body support his thesis. H
e 

also said that several street-level w
itnesses 

sm
elled gunpow

der im
m

ediately after the 
shooting, a highly unlikely consequence to 
a rifle fired five floors up from

 the T
exas 

B
ook D

epository. 

M
r. D

onahue said testim
ony has placed 

an A
R

-15 assault rifle in the agent's hand 
ab

ou
t th

e tim
e of th

e th
ird

 sh
ot. H

e said
 

form
er T

exas G
ov. Joh

n
 C

on
n

ally, w
h

o 
w

as the lim
ousine w

ith K
ennedy and w

ho 
w

as also shot, testified that the third shot 
w

as the loudest. 


