
Mr. Stephen S. Rosenfeld 	 12/27/91 
The Washington Post 
1150 15 St., NW 
Washington, D.O. 20071 

Dear Mr. Rosenfeld, 

Thanks to you and the Post for a generally excellent commentary on more than giver 

Stonels•crude commercialization and exploitation of the JFK assassination in hits attempted 

rewriting of it to suit his preconceptions. 

I explain why this will be rough and perhaps disorganized. It is the strange life that 

for medical reasons -L live and the fact that enfeebled at 78 I have undertaken another rather 

large job now that responsible book-writing is impossible foe me, of trying to keep the 

historical record straight. With an able and unscrupulous monster like atone this had meant 

much work with many interruptions. 

A major part of this has been defending tie Post and George Lardner from an assault 

of libels from Stone and his sycophants to publications where there is little prospect of 

publication. This does, however, leave part of the historical record phonied up corrected. 

Of course, I am also responsible for his indecent assault contrived to at the same time 

promote Stone and his movie, because I got it all started through George. 

George's  stories were entirely accurate and more than fair. 

If the Post had not been late this morning, a rarity, I'd be certain of being able 

to get this in Frederick's one outgoing mail this evening. I'll try in part because I 

anticipate that Stone or one of his hired-hands or sycophants may attack immediately. The 

paper was not her until I rdturned from my ealay-morning walking therapy and soon I must 

leave for an hour and a half of physical therapy. I an also a snail publisher and do not 

dare let orders accumulate because tha7; makes problems that both wastd time and present 

other difficulties to me. 

If you have any question at all about what I say, please as, George. We have known 

each other for 25 years. I think he will tell you th'iee he knows of no inaccuracy of any 

consequence in any of my six JFK assassination books or in anything I have told him for 

any or many stories; that T m alone among those au of us generally lumped together Ois 

"critics" or "buffs" who began with an apporpriate professional background, who has and 

advances no conspiracy theories and who to the best of ray no4 linitdd abilility under- 

take to debunk all of them because there exists no factual tesis for say of them. 

The crime itself was oftew never intended to be investigated and wasn't. I believe 

George has ample documentation and I can provide a few illutlations if desired. 

his means that there are no leads from the official noninvestigation for private 

persons to follow and most in the field tack the knowledge and experience anyway. 

A few things before I leave so I will not forget them. 



LOng before light the 24 I began a response to Stone's exceptionally long oped piece 

but was interrupted and could not finish it. It will be longer than the Post could use (I 

am not assuming it will) in part for the h4lroical record and in part for the Post's in-

formation and perhaps response to new attacks on it. 

itdding more misinformation and more confusion without giving the people any fact at 

- alltone has generated great subject-matter interest that, while it has no chances of 

going anywhere, has generated public discussion nost of which has been on ix his terms. I 

think it will not subside for a while. 

However, aside from the Post, I know of no paper with a reporter like George; who is 

far and away the best-informed reporter on the subject, and he has a good idea of what I 

have and can provide. 

He also has copies of my correspondence with atone. I warned him 2/8/91 that he would 

be a Hack Sennett producing a Keystone Kops with a Pink Panther in basing his movie on Gar- , 

rison's "On the Trail of the itssassin"( the one trail Garrison never followed) because it 

is a fraud and a travesty. I offered all the information and documentation he might want. 

He never responded. 

Stone lied and was otherwise incorrect in what the Post published 6/2 and I wrote him 

about the next day. 

To that 	"research coordinator" replied in a snott, letter that can be interpreted 

as initiation of a bribe. I could not find any other moaning or interpretation. 
A 

You are abp
L
lucl

r
ly correct about the influence on young people expectable from this 

movie. It has been apparent in thous!fids of letters to me from th4,in which they r6flect 

the same evil and misleading influence on them in particular from the flood of conspiracy-

theory books. (The compenddLtua of them, Jim Marro' "Grosfire," is according to Stone his 

second source.) But what/ is even worse, somewhere in my files is Stone's statement that 

he LI preparing I do not rel:all what for use in schools! 

The man is sinister! He has known from the timellb got my first letter that it simply 

is impossibl: to do anything with 'arrison's dishonest self-justification that will not 

emerge itself dishongst. 

I hope that
A 
 can be exposed before it is too late. 

iLs you use it the Commission was "impeccable." In fast had the nation not been over-

whelmed by the tragedy Lill's brilliance in what he did could have caused questions. My own 

belief is that he wanted to quiet everything down. Whatever his motive he did what I think 

is unprecedented: he appointed a 5-2 majority of the minority party. The two Democrats 

were not JVIC people. Ho former 	head should have been considered. Russell told 'Johnson 

bluntly, or at least he so told me and I believe him, that he ,could be too busy leading 

the anti-Civil Rights fight to spend any time on Commission work. Rus6et1 believed he had 



convinced Johnson. 

The Commission's "solution" is what I am 43.d you caly it, a theory and no more. 

Neither the FBI nor the S:cret Service agreed and to my last ksouledge still adher to 

their also impossible "solution," that no shot missed. I filed an affidavit in one of the 

POLL cases from the man who sustained a slight lound from it. It is on th )olice broad- .. 

cat Jams observed and reported by the _police, and it iu what caused hrlen Specter to • 
invent the single-bullet theory, also impossible. /IR/ IN-4444,4*1 Ih11441 +4-11 a..01°  frior-.) 

You compare the credibility of the Commission's with other theories and say "it may 

have proved its theory. " It did. not. It could not. What it published, its deport and 

the 	volumes of evidence, the only official info- mation available when 14,A/rote my 

first book, completely destroy the Report and I regret to say the credibility of all 

associated with it. Ho single error in my book has been called to my attention after all 

these years. in this include official references to it in the 250,000 page disclid to me 

and in response to my PUPA re,juests for all records on or about me. 

The media did not have. time to read and analyze the Report and it had even less time 

to master the 10,000,0(Xiord appendix. 

However, the Post itselti pointed out the impossibility of the official solution in 
/WC 

a ilemorial Day article by Dick Harwood in his page-one report on Ed Epstein s unpublished 

book and mine, which Dan iCurzman had read carefully. In fact, Ben Bradlee sent him and 

Larry Stern to ask questions I was asked to prepare foT them. I limited myself to a single 

page. While Larry reported to Ben, Dan told me that Howard WM= did not have a satis-

factory answer to any one of those questions. Iairznan departed and Harwood, without enough 

time, took the story over. 

In response to Stitne's attqcks the Yost may adnt to remember that its questioning 

story had a banner head across the top of page 1. 

That there.was "Laor,  than a lone gunman" was apparent from the outset. The simplest 

proof is that the beat shots in the world were not z.lj:e to duplicate the shooting attri-

buted to Oswald and the Commission assembled them at the Aberdeen .roving Grounds to try. 

I do not know what you mean when you a y that -tone's massive conspiracy theory 

"plugs a gap." It may perhaps to the uninformed and as a theory only but in fact it has 

nothing at all. Period. Do not take tine to tell Lie. 1,y only purpose is to inform you and 

the Post. 

I think it is se .f-defeating to respond in Stone's terms to his version of the Viet 

question. I made no referentZ to it is writing him. The Ukiah on which he bases his theory 

was actually prepared by the SEK administration, just before the assassination. LW sided 

it, as -6  unserstand it. 

There is too much else available that is definitive, including on Garrison and his 

book. 



4 

When atone can really be clobbered for the deliberate liar he is is his repeated 

falsehood that all government records remained suppressed until at le:et the year 20)9. 

I believe he 1%tpflate;i,this in some form in his Post article.It was never trite. /11 	.ems 
AllAlutt Inc.IWW0AeiritoX,  

at the same time, official behavior was wretchedly bad. But the Commission's records 

were made available at the archives as they were processed, believe beginning in 1965. 

Before Garrison's book was published I alone had about a quarter of a million dis-

closed pages from my POLL litigttion and at least one friend got close to 1(X),000. all 

these, once forced free in FOia litigation, are readily available frin the agency reading 

rooms. Stone knew what -L have and make available to all writers when he was uttering these 

movie- and self-promoting lies. It is in my 2/8/91 letter, or he knew before he started 

shooting. 
J) 

?eat self-important are sucl4 big targets for ridicule. 

When stone boasts of being helped by "respected researchers" he is really refer-Ang 

to mostly nuts. he had no real need of them. He wanted them for exploitation and he did 

exploit their names as he raisrepreentod their knowledge and reputz:tions. 

-hie is why he paid respected and established actors a repprted 00,000 for little 

more than bit parts and you will find his trading on their names in what ho wrote Ben 

Bradlee. 

I believe that if the movie does less well than ho expected he is capable of starting 

up another campaign to promote it. If he does he'll be looidng for Crag targets, vigtima. 

The bigger his target the more likely he is to get attention. and he does have a claque 

wiotti working hard and effectively for him. 

I believe he never mentions my name save as in the 12/24 article is because he recogni-

zes that perhaps his greatest vulnerability is that he asked nothing of me after my 2/8 

letter and proceeded with his film knowing it was based on a Rtaa "Yraud and a r/ravesty." 

again thanIcs and best wishes, 

Sincerely, 

/ 

Harold Weisberg 
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The trouble is, the m
yth of a shadow

 governm
ent's 

spider-w
eb conspiracy plugs a gap no other 

generally accepted theory fills. 
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S
o total is the shredding of "JF

K
," the new

 
m

o
v
ie ab

o
u
t P

resid
en

t K
en

n
ed

y
's 1

9
6
3
 as-

sassination, by all the m
ost know

ledgeable and 
fair-m

inded students of the event that it seem
s 

im
possible that this w

retched w
ork is going to 

convince anybody of anything. 
B

ut w
atching it the other night, I could not 

escape the sinking feeling that the dram
atic 

intensity contrived by director O
liver Stone and 

the seem
ing docum

entary factuality are bound 
to

 w
in

 su
p
p
o
rt fo

r h
is v

iew
 o

f a g
ian

t C
o
ld

 
W

arriors' m
urder-and-cover-up conspiracy. 

Y
o

u
n

g
 p

eo
p

le an
d

 o
th

ers w
h

o
 h

av
e n

o
t 

tak
en

 th
eir o

w
n

 co
m

p
ass b

earin
g

s o
n

 th
e 

assassination and w
ho are inclined anyw

ay to 
skepticism

 about authority m
ake up one reser-

voir of credulity. A
n overlapping second con-

sists of people w
hose politics instruct them

 
th

at th
e C

o
ld

 W
ar is a h

o
ax

, an
 artifice o

f 
A

m
erican conservative concoction, and w

ho 
m

ay have been confirm
ed in this suspicion by 

its sudden evaporation in the last few
 years. 

I say this in consternation. E
ven those of us 

w
ho did not idealize John K

ennedy, or w
ho at 

som
e point stopped idealizing him

, received 
his death as an unspeakable assault on dem

o-
cratic legitim

acy. F
or the likes of O

liver S
tone 

to com
e along and inflict dem

onstrable sim
pli-

fications and m
istruths on this com

plex, de-
spondent tragedy—

and in a m
edium

 and in a 
w

ay that ensure m
ass public exposure—

con-
stitutes a cruel second assault. 

T
ru

e, th
e p

o
w

ers th
at b

e h
ad

 so
m

e o
f it 

com
ing to them

. T
he W

arren C
om

m
ission, 

w
hose lone-assassin (L

ee H
arvey O

sw
ald) the-

ory is the film
's particular target, w

as set up 
not m

erely to find the truth but to settle dow
n 

a traum
atized nation. W

ho of us of a certain 
age does not recall how

 urgent it w
as thought 

to be to dem
onstrate that no larger "conspira-

cy
" ex

isted
? A

n
 im

p
eccab

ly
 estab

lish
m

en
t 

com
m

ission w
ithin m

onths hustled out a re-
port that supposedly dem

olished that case. 
B

ut even as the W
arren C

om
m

ission pub-
lished its report, the V

ietnam
 W

ar, the civil 
rights struggle and m

uch else w
ere discrediting 

the w
hole notion of an establishm

ent com
pe-

ten
t to

 ad
m

in
ister w

isd
o
m

 an
d
 calm

 to
 th

e 
society from

 the top dow
n. T

he report itself, 
m

oreover, though it m
ay have proved its theo- 

ry as w
ell if not better than other accounts 

proved their com
peting theories, left too m

any 
spots blank and too m

any linkages unexam
ined 

to stand the test of tim
e. T

his w
as evident, of 

course, long before "JFK
" hit the screen. 

T
hat the assassination probably encom

passed 
m

ore than a lone gunm
an now

 seem
s beyond 

cavil. "Som
e attributed the supposed plot," sum

-
m

arizes historian John M
orton B

lum
, "to Fidel 

C
astro, others to the K

rem
lin, or to adherents 

o
f [S

o
u

th
 V

ietn
am

ese p
resid

en
t N

g
o

 D
in

h
] 

D
iem

, or to southern segregationists, or to the 
M

afia, o
r ev

en
 to

 th
e C

IA
 o

r F
B

I." S
to

n
e's 

m
ovie attributes it to a blurry "shadow

 govern-
m

ent" including a rem
orseless m

ilitary-industri-
al com

plex and, as an accom
plice, JF

K
's vice 

president and successor, L
yndon Johnson. 

T
heir im

m
ediate purpose, according to Stone, 

w
as to keep K

ennedy from
 follow

ing through on 
hints he had supposedly m

ade of w
ithdraw

ing 
from

 V
ietnam

—
in fact, no com

petent historians 
find such an intent in the evidence. T

heir deeper 
purpose, again according to S

tone, w
as to stop 

K
ennedy from

 ending the C
old W

ar—
again, an 

unsubstantiated reading. 
T

he theory of a shadow
 governm

ent's spi-
der-w

eb conspiracy is m
yth or, if you w

ill, a lie. 
T

he trouble is, it plugs a gap no other generally 
accep

ted
 th

eo
ry

 fills. It *
also

 fits a g
en

eral 
anti-establishm

ent w
ay of looking at things, and 

it m
ay take additional w

ing from
 recent events, 

although, if life w
ere fair, it w

ould not. 
It is rem

ark
ab

le th
at th

e C
o

ld
 W

ar h
as 

ended so quickly. I think there is a perfectly 
plausible explanation in the visible w

orkings of 
th

e p
o
litical p

ro
cess. B

u
t I g

ran
t th

at so
m

e 
m

ight yet conclude that "they" determ
ined, for 

w
hatever reason, to call it off. If you believe 

that the C
old W

ar w
as ginned up artificially in 

the first instance, it is a short leap to believing 
that it could be turned off sharply in the last. 

Y
our true conspiracy aficionado, how

ever, 
m

u
st accep

t th
e b

u
rd

en
 o

f sh
o
w

in
g
 w

h
y
 a 

pow
erful shadow

 governm
ent w

ould suddenly 
fin

d
 it in

 its in
terest to

 rev
erse a p

o
licy

 o
f 

decades and to allow
 the deconstruction of its 

o
w

n
 sin

ew
s an

d
 ratio

n
ale. H

o
w

 th
en

 to
 en

-
hance and exercise its pow

er? W
hat a pity that 

o
u
r O

liv
er S

to
n
es are n

o
t em

b
arrassed

 b
y
 

h
ard

 q
u
estio

n
s. T

h
eir h

u
b
ris is less salien

t 
than their lack of sham

e. 

W
illiam

 R
aspberry 

G
reat Society: T

he N
ext Phase 


