
Er. David Ignatius, foreign editor 	 10/27/91 
The Washington Post 
1150 15 jt., NW 
Washington, D.C. 20071 

Dear Er. Ignatius, 

Along with Graham Puller's Outlook article that is more seriousl flawed than I 

indicate in the enclosed letter to the editor tpday's Post carries a puff piece on 

Secretary Baker by David Hoffman. 

It says, among other departures from fact and reality, that "Baker has not laid out 

a grand strategy for resolving the region's cobflicts." 

One-sides as the: Post's stories of recent months have been they nonetheless make it 

clear that this is not tht truth. 

Moreover, President Bush has repeatedly stated that the pates conference must be-

gin with unilateral concessions that normally are what are the issues the resolution of 

which is the purpose of such conferences. 

With all of those, particularly in the Congress, who get what they know from the 

Post and thud have their opinions and decisions formed by the Post, this can have dis-

asterous consequences. 

If in the end the conference fails, as sa2ms likely and as from what the Post alone 

has reported the administration has virtually assured, the Post and the administration 

have in effect combined to blame the state of Israel for it in advance. 

It cannot hope to survive what Bush, our newest gendtlme of the world, has ordained. 

In all the Post's reporting I do not recall a single Story that in any realistic 

way addresses what is rewired for meaningfnl peace or those who have a record of seeing 

to it that there is no peace for Israel. 

And in all of these recent articles;  has the Post ever once mentioned the existing 

and unchanged language of the PLO's charter, calling for the end of the state of Israel? 

To often, I regret, what the Post has published is closer to propaganda than to 

traditional American journalism. The consequences can be terrible. 

Sincerely, 

hieti,a41  
Harold Weisber 



Letters to thd editor 
The Washington Post 
1150 15 jt., NW 
Washington, D.C. 20071 

7627 Old Receiver Road 
Frederick, Dd. 21702 
10/27/(31 

Pollyanna Graham Fu1le4tOutlook (10/27ki1) article hopefully titled "Is Shamir 

id 

Irrelevant' presenta, an unjustifiably optimistic expectation of the Madrid Diddle-East 

"peace" conference in which ha has not a single word to say about how Israel can hope for 

peace and secruity from it. 

He also says what is glaringly untrue: "The Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) 

-1' formally reconciled itself to Israel's e::istence several years ago." 	714 1  
In fact, confronted with this decision, The PLO's national council refused to do 

preciiely what Fuller says it diddreill, 

Later, when arafat was pressed on this, he characteristically Oumbled out of all 

sides of his mouth and also refused to recognise the right of the state of Israel to 

exist. He made no reference at all to the state of Israel, although the Fuller-minded in 

the administration pretended that he did, thus fixing the fiction in the media and public 

mind. 
Imati Pot 

I challenge Fuller to provide the precise language of the alleged recognition of 

the right of the state of Israel to exist and rafat!Js. 
dfa i 

Fuller, former vice-chairman of the CIA's National Intelligence Council, exemplifies 

the CIA's history of sup)orting national policy instead of providing acCurate and im-

partial intelligence that win so troubling in the Gat,gs hearing. 

Harold Weisberg 
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 carnage in the 

C
aucus R

oom
 over C

olum
bus 

D
ay w

eekend, it is hard to 
im

agine that a Senate hearing could 
be a civilized occasion. Y

et this w
as 

the case w
ith the inquiry into big, 

bad B
C

C
I by the Senate 

subcom
m

ittee on terrorism
, 

narcotics and international 
operations, chaired by Sen. John 
K

erry (D
-M

ass.). 
In any contest for the politest 

m
an in the Senate, K

erry w
ould be a 

pretty overw
helm

ing contender. 
A

lthough he is a form
er prosecutor, 

his m
anners are a tribute to his 

parents and his teachers. H
e does 

not brow
beat or bully vO

nesses. H
e 

is m
indful of others. W

hen he 
noticed that C

lark C
lifford's w

ife, 
sitting in the front row

 w
hile her 

husband w
as testfiying, w

as 
uncom

fortable on a w
ooden seat, 

K
erry directed that a leather 

arm
chair be brought for her. 

"I am
 m

uch obliged," com
m

ented 
C

lark C
lifford in one of the few

 
spontaneous things he said during a 
long m

orning of program
m

ed 
replies. 

M
aybe the fact that B

C
C

I is truly 
a bipartisan problem

 helps w
ith the 

civility. B
ig-nam

e D
em

ocrats—
notably C

lifford, for 40 years a 
See M

cG
R

O
R

Y
, C

5, C
ol. 3 

M
ary M

cG
rory is a W

ashington P
ost 

colum
nist. 
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Is Sham
ir Irrelevant? 

M
ID

 T
H

E
 d

ram
a of th

e u
n

p
rece-

d
en

ted
 A

rab
-Israeli p

eace con
fer- 

• 
ence that opens thig w

eek in M
adrid, 

on
e q

u
estion

 stan
d

s ou
t ab

ove all oth
ers: 

W
hat is Israel doing there? P

rim
e M

inister 
Y

itzhak Sham
ir and his L

ikud have said cat-
: egorically that not one square inch of E

retz 
, 

Israel is negotiable. Sham
ir even took aw

ay 
• th

e lead
ersh

ip
 of th

e d
elegation

 from
 h

is 
m

ore liberal F
oreign M

inister D
avid L

evy 
an

d
 w

ill go th
ere h

im
self to en

su
re th

at 
nothing gets given aw

ay. 
•

So w
hy go to the conference at all? Surely 

there is no doubt in anyone's m
ind that the 

con
feren

ce h
as on

e overarch
in

g th
em

e: 
trading land for peace. Surely the ideolog-
ists in

 th
e L

ik
u

d
 m

u
st recogn

ize th
at Is-

rael's m
ere p

resen
ce at th

e con
feren

ce 

G
raham

 F
uller is form

er vice-chairm
an of 

the N
ational Intelligence C

ouncil at C
IA

 
:.; and author of "T

he D
em

ocracy T
rap: 

P
itfalls of the P

ost C
old W

ar W
orld," to be 

published by D
utton in Jarm

an?. 

B
y E

ugene H
. M

ethvin 

N
E

 O
F

 A
m

erica's best-kept sem
 

is that our huge investm
ent in bui 

ing prisons—
an estim

ated $30 t 
lion in the last decade to double capacity 
has produced a trem

endous payoff: A
rm

 
icans are safer and, as the Justice D

epa 
m

ent reported last w
eek, crim

e has fall 
steadily. 

M
oreover, som

e pioneering research a 
police field testing suggest that if w

e ap 
double the present federal and state pris 
population—

to som
ew

here betw
een 1 rr 

lion and 1.5 m
illion—

and leave our city a 
co

u
n

ty
 ja

il p
o
p

u
la

tio
n

 a
t th

e p
rese 

400,000, w
e w

ill break the back of A
m

( 
ica's 30-year crim

e w
ave. 

L
iberal opponents w

ill how
l, of court 

T
hey have convinced m

any A
m

ericans tt 
im

prisonm
ent is a failed policy and doi 

w
ant to hear otherw

ise. T
he E

dna M
ca 

nell C
lark F

oundation bom
bards influent 

m
edia, declaring: "O

ur prison populati 
has gone up by m

ore than 200 percent 
the last 15 years w

ith no resulting decree 
in

 crim
e."

 T
h

e d
irector of th

e A
m

eric 
C

ivil L
iberties U

nion's N
ational P

rison P
i 

ject, A
lvin B

ronstein, w
rites that "no jur 

diction has ever . . . had an im
pact on at 

rates by an expanded incarceration polio 
W

ashington Post colum
nist C

olm
an M

cC
: 

thy insists that prisons don't succeed t 
"w

ork-release or com
m

unity-service pi 
gram

s, stru
ctu

red
 th

erap
y, in

-p
rison

 j 
training, restitution, house arrests N

o] 
electric m

onitoring and halfw
ay houses dc 

O
ther pundits and experts w

ill point c 

E
ugene M

ethvin, a R
eader's D

igest senior 
editor, has reported on the U

.S. crim
inal 

justice system
 for m

om
 than 40 years. H

e 
served on the 1983-86 P

resident's 
C

om
m

ission on O
rganized C

rim
e. 

\' 

B
oth Si es K

now
 T

hat L
and for P

eace Is Inevitable 
71q

, 
 

B
y G

raham
 E

. Fuller 
suggests that som

e kind of com
prom

ise on 
land for peace is thinkable. If they w

ere se-
rious about holding onto the O

ccupied T
er-

ritories, th
ey sh

ou
ld

 n
ot h

ave em
b

ark
ed

 
even

 on step one of this process w
ith Sec-

retary of S
tate Jam

es A
. B

ak
er III. T

h
ey 

should have told him
 on his very first visit: 

"M
r. Secretary, thank you very m

uch, but 
w

e seek no conference; w
e are com

fortable 
w

ith the status quo—
one that is basically 

under our control." 
B

u
t let's b

e b
lu

n
ter. T

h
e reality is th

at 
over the longer term

, Sham
ir's L

ikud is now
 

irrelevant to the peace process. A
n inexo-

rab
le p

rocess tow
ard

s settlem
en

t is n
ow

 
underw

ay that w
ill m

ake Sham
ir's position 

untenable. O
nly if he is prepared to com

pro-
m

ise his essential principles and relinquish 
m

ost of the territories w
ill he have a role in 

the process. O
therw

ise, if he clings to the 
territories as the heart of his vision of the 
fu

tu
re Israel, h

e is d
oom

ed
 to b

e sw
ep

t 
aside—

by an Israeli public that finds scant 
com

fort for the future in the dry stones and 
bitter passions of the W

est B
ank and G

aza. 
F

or in the end, L
ikud policy w

ould not seem
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B
C

C
I: Politics and Pot 

to reflect the yearnings of an Israeli public 
that seeks peace and security. S

ham
ir can-

not offer them
 peace, and his vision of se-

curity is deeply. flaw
ed. 

A
 series of polls conducted in Israej by 

the W
ilstein Institute at the U

niversity of 
Judaism

 in L
os A

ngeles reports that, fairly 
consistently, one third of the Israeli elector-
ate favors land for peace if security can be 
m

aintained, one third opposes and an ex-
traordinary one third is undecided. T

his m
as-

sive sw
ing vote m

ust be the target of B
ak-

er—
and indeed of those A

rabs w
ho w

ish to 
m

ake things happen at the conference table. 

B
ut Sham

ir cannot be sw
ept aside until a 

practical vision for a peace settlem
ent 

can be put on the table that w
ill entice 

an Israeli public that is basically to the left of 
S

ham
ir. S

uch a proposal m
ust em

brace a 
com

prehensive peaceful settlem
ent betw

een 
Israel and its neighbors—

a functional peace 
that w

ill open the w
ay to genuine, open in-

traregional contacts and a creative flow
ering 

of the regional econom
y. In return, Israel 

m
ust give up nearly all of the territories and, 

accept that there m
ust be the foundations of 

a future independent Palestinian state. Such 
a deal is ultim

ately irresistible because it 
gives both the A

rabs and Israelis w
hat each 

has long craved. T
hat kind of a deal w

ill spell 
an end to Sham

ir's stunted vision of the fu-
ture. 

B
ut it is not logic alone that suggests this 

conference is headed in the right direction. 
A

fter all, this kind of deal could theoretically 
have been cobbled together decades ago. B

ut 
in the w

orld of those days, it w
asn't possible. 

T
oday w

hat m
atters is the stunning change 

that has taken place in the ideological and 
structural character of the conflict. F

or the 
first tim

e, the w
herew

ithal for a com
prehen-

sive peace m
ay now

 be at hand. A
nd any op-

tim
ism

 on the prospects for peace rest pri-
m

arily on S
yria. T

he old truism
 is still true: 

W
ithout S

yria there can be no peace—
even 

today. In the past, S
yria's H

afez A
ssad sty-

m
ied m

ost initiatives at a pefice process. H
is 

rationale w
as sim

ple: H
e preferred the ben-

efits that cam
e from

 leadership of the rejec-
tionist cam

p—
m

ilitary, fm
ancial, ideological. 

B
ut over the last year a sea change in S

yria's 
policies m

ay have com
e about, a process that 

began w
hen the S

oviet U
nion under P

resi-
dent M

ikhail G
orbachev skinned bankrolling  

pie relauvely staple arm
ed stanaom

 hegionai 
events encourage the belief that rejectionism

 
has little future in the A

rab w
orld today—

ex-
cept perhaps in B

aghdad. T
he old slogans 

have taken on a tinny sound in the A
rab pol-

itics of the last decade: E
ven S

addam
 could 

not genuinely stir a crow
d. T

he P
alestine 

L
iberation O

rganization (P
L

O
) form

ally rec-
onciled itself w

ith Israel's existence several 
years ago. 

S
hort of som

e new
 cataclysm

 that w
ould 

rew
rite the correlation of forces, radicalism

 
w

ould seem
 to be a w

eakening force. T
his 

im
proves chances that S

yria is altering its 
strategic position in accord w

ith the region's 
new

 realities. S
yria's current rejection of the 

third phase of the conference—
the regional 

issues—
seem

s only tactical, pending reso-
lution of Israel's ow

n rejection of land for 
peace. (Indeed, if there is to be no true nor-
m

alization of relations w
ith Israel, Israel is 

absolutely right not to give back any part of 
the G

olan to D
am

ascus.) 
Ironically, S

ham
ir's presence has not been 

all negative. A
s a leading nay-sayer, he has 

im
pelled the A

rabs ever further into the pro-
cess of saying "yes? T

he A
rabs have reveled 

in m
aking S

ham
ir look obdurate and them

-
selves m

oderate, an exchange of im
ages that 

S
ham

ir's presence m
ay strengthen—

to Is-
rael's detrim

ent. H
e has also facilitated the 

B
ush adm

inistration's tough line tow
ard him

. 
T

he conference w
ould thus seem

 to cost L
i-

kud ever m
ore: W

ho, after all, does S
ham

ir 
think he is negotiating w

ith on the Palestinian 
p
ro

b
lem

 if n
o
t w

ith
' th

e P
L

O
—

alb
eit an

 
evolving one? 

nd w
hat of the P

L
O

? Y
asser A

rafat 
seem

s to
 h

av
e reco

v
ered

 fro
m

 h
is 

stunning lapse of judgm
ent during the 

G
ulf W

ar to resum
e his m

ore pragm
atic pol-

icies—
this tim

e from
 a m

uch w
eakened po-

sition. A
s H

anan A
shraw

i, one of B
aker's Pal-

estinian interlocutors has pointed out, the 
tim

e h
as co

m
e fo

r a P
alestin

ian
 n

atio
n

al 
m

ovem
ent to yield to a new

 stage in P
ales-

tinian politics: establishm
ent of a represent-

ative Palestinian governm
ent and Palestinian 

g
o

v
ern

in
g

 p
ro

cess in
 th

e territo
ries. T

h
e 

P
L

O
 is therefore on the threshold of m

eta-
m

orphosis in the new
 political environm

ent. 
H

ow
ever its politics evolve, the P

L
O

 cannot 
be elim

inated as a sym
bol of unity to P

ales-
tinians. D

espite partially divergent interests 
betw

een Palestinians in diaspora and those in 
the territories, in the end the P

L
O

 in som
e  

territories. F
urtherm

ore, any "autonom
y" 

arrangem
ent cannot be stable but ultim

ately 
and inexorably w

ill lead to an independent 
state. B

ut today there is at least a possibility 
that m

ost of the W
est B

ank and G
aza could 

revert directly and perm
anently to Jordan, 

w
ithout its inhabitants attaining genuine in-

dependence in the interim
, precisely because 

today's Jordan—
m

ore dem
ocratic and m

ore 
Palestinian—

is not the old Jordan. 
Is this good new

s or bad? F
or Israel, the 

'calculus is uncertain. If there is only one Pal-
estinian-Jordanian state, then Israel m

ight 
have to give up slightly less of the W

est B
ank 

to it. B
ut ironically, an independent Palestin-

ian state on the W
est B

ank and G
aza w

ould 
be m

ore "pro-Israeli" than a Jordanian-P
al-

estin
ian

 state. T
h

is is b
ecau

se th
e W

est 
B

ankers have lived w
ith Israel, w

orked in 
Israel, and been deeply influenced by Israeli 
culture and life for 25 years. T

ens of thou-
sands speak H

ebrew
. T

hey are w
ell equipped 

to play a m
iddle-m

an role in A
le gradual, ul- 

M
eG

R
O

R
Y

, From
 C

l 

staff to his party but now
 another cross 

to bear—
gave B

C
C

I standing in 
W

ashington. Jim
m

y C
arter's O

M
B

 
director, B

ert L
ance, introduced C

lifford 
to A

gha H
asan A

bedi, B
C

C
I's chief. B

ut 
R

epublican regulators failed to notice that 
B

C
C

I had, w
hen nobody w

as looking, 
purchased First A

m
erican, the bank that 

C
lifford in his old age took up as a new

 
interest. 

T
here is, on K

erry's subcom
m

ittee, 
that rarest of all creatures, a R

epublican 
w

ithout an agenda, Sen. H
ank B

row
n of 

C
olorado, som

eone w
ho honestly believes 

that the gam
e is to elicit facts from

 
w

itnesses. T
his is practically unheard of. 

R
epublicans enter high-profile hearings 

convinced that they are about to be 
robbed. T

hey caucus, they fum
e. 

In the Iran-contra hearings, for 
exam

ple, H
ouse R

epublican com
m

ittee 
m

em
bers seem

ed to have m
ade a pact not 

that m
ay be very unw

isely excluded from
 the 

peace process, and thus a source of future 
trouble. O

nly an independent W
est B

ank Pal-
estinian buffer state—

probably confederated 
w

ith Jordan, and eventually w
ith Israel aE

 
w

ell—
w

ould arguably seem
 to be a m

ore 
balanced configuration over the longer run. 

I
n M

adrid, for the first tim
e since W

orld 
W

ar II, it is possible to analyze the pros-
pects for A

rab-Israeli peace entirely on 
the basis of the regional dynam

ic, and not of 
a function of outside C

old W
ar forces. Indeed, 

the C
old W

ar has liberated the U
nited S

tates 
position: T

he plain fact is that the strategic 
im

portance of Israel to W
ashington is diznin. 

ished. A
 firm

 A
m

erican call for a return tc 
the classic land-for-peace form

ula—
that ha: 

alw
ays dom

inated Israel's ow
n concept of 

peace'—
is not to abandon Israel, but only tc 

abandon its right-w
ing extrem

ists. W
ashing. 

ton w
ill never overlook Israel's genuine se• 

curity needs, but seem
s now

 determ
ined ix

 

outstanding, because he obviously w
anted 

to find out w
hat happened. H

is fellow
 

R
epublicans, under orders to kill, outdid 

each other in slandering A
nita H

ill. B
row

n 
asked the w

eekend's best question. H
e 

asked H
ill if she had ever discussed the 

case of R
oe v. W

ade w
ith C

larence 
T

hom
as. T

he S
uprem

e C
ourt nom

inee had 
invited perjury charges by insisting that 
he had never discussed the abortion 
decision w

ith anyone. H
ill began to reply 

but w
as cut off by C

hairm
an Joseph R

. 
B

iden (D
-D

el.), w
ho seem

d to fear 
bringing out anything relevant or 
actionable about T

hom
as. 

n investigating B
C

C
I, B

row
n has 

I
displayed the sam

e serious curiosity, 
the sam

e refreshing m
atter-of-factness. 

T
here w

ere no cracks, no cheap shots. H
e 

w
as as polite and prepared as the 

chairm
an. H

e just asked C
lifford, and his 

partner R
obert A

ltm
an, about the strange 

circum
stances of their relationship w

ith 
A

...4
,, 


