Dear Dave, 9/20/91

I've not been sending you Post stories on the Gates nowination. I have been keeping
them. I presume thut from your locgd,papers, radio and TV news you huve a gener .l know-
ledge of the controversy and & bit about the hearings.

I think you'll recall that frow time to time I've been noting that the i‘ost, which
Vcla;héﬂto be independent, has with some_fegularity s&pported the rost questionable ad-
ministration policies and degisions, nost recently with regard to the iididdle East.

Its today's coverage of yesterday's hearings on Yates to be CIa head is, - know by
accident, a distortion of nortal journalistic standards. It represents an editorial de—
cision to support the administration and the Gates nomination in the news rather than the
editorial columns.

I'd been listengng to the Thomas hearings on the car radio when I used it yesterday.
Wiamen VWhen I drove out to get the papers at 3:30 this morning that s*tation came on auto-
matically and it happened to be a rebroadcast of yesterday's testiuony, that of “homas
églgar, not Alan IMers, who is featured in the Post reporting. (Fiers has copped a plea
before the independent Itan/Contra counsel.)

Polgar's intelligence experience goes back to the 05S. Mthen he retired from the CIA
he, among other things, worked for the Iran/Contra hearings. He appears to be an intelli-
gence ¥yraditionalist rather than an intelligence politician and as such is outraged by
Abuses of this tradition and of politicizing the &4gency and being dishonest by lying.

Polger made a very strong case that Yates did lie, did perjure himself, and that he
ought not head the CIA. He had written an oped page article for the Jost saying this. That
led to the request for him to testify in the Gates hearings. -

I did not hear all of this boradcast, a.though I heurd it all for the ti%/ I was in
the car and in the house. I took & hand-held portable with me when + left for walking
about 4:45 but there were spots as I walked where the station could not be heard. I did
hear enough to believe that he made as “strong a casdamgainst ates's nomination as can be
made and that it is more than just credible.

4 It was not a case of legal proof, authentication beyond reasonable doubt. It was a
case based on practise, procedure, agency functioning and methods and of need to knove
although souie of the liembers tried to réfute what he teatified to i support of Gates,
their beginning point, ncne that + heard succeeded. - .

So, ignoring this, the rost's lengthy story is almost entirely devoted to Fiers'
testimony in support of Gates and just misses avoiding rfolgar's by ending with a couple of
paragraphs on ¥olgar's testinony.

I an not suggesting that Fiers' testimony should not have been reported. I am saying

imific: egt] is ! ith the issue of fit-
that the pore significent and newsworthy testimony wus Polgar's and with e 3
ness to huad the CIa and of UGates perjury it was nuch more newsworthy. The Pyst likes Gates.
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testimony also in supnort of Yates, the testimony entirely con,jectural and seriously
B¢ conjectured that to protect Gates Casey kept him ignotunt. If this had been so, there

wawe too many other ways in which Gates had to know of the Iran/Cont-a illegalities.

__It recently had an editorial endorsing the “homas ﬁ) pintoent on the stated but spurious
ground that the president is entirled to have his own man on the Lourt. It of course is not
fégsible that leg Ureenfield and Stephen Rosenfeld never heard of thr Senate's advice and
congent role. in thi:i\" e Post is supporting the growing authoritarianism in our govern-
ment, which has the Longress rubbdr-stamping in its interpretation of the Lonstitution.

Un Israel as on other foreign matters it again goosesteps witli Bush et al., I'll be
sending toduay''s stggies in .ldeh for the first time it quotes an Insraeli source as saying
it 4§ being pressured. 1'd say blackjacked. \I expect some minor consideration in return so
that Bush can make the false apoearance of ﬂen—hmdedness.')

My reading of today's stories is that Baker has been making najor concessions to the
Adrab powers in return for which they are pressuring the PLO. Not that any Palestinian dele-
gation sitting with Jordan's won't have at least PIO approval, whether or not membership.

The Bost has played this down hi-x:e making mentionvof some of it, like return of the
Golan fo¥ Syria and of all the other territories said to bring what it v%n't, peace. There
‘:Ls never any mention of the':dll resolutions, vhich all refer to "secure' borders. Of which
I see no chance at all, regurdless of the public postures of the arab powers. They have
and they will support the Palestinian terrorists.

There may be a question of Shamir's wisdom in responding to each wajor pressure under
Bush with +the announcment of new Jewish housing in the territories but I think it was )
the only vay he could see of signalling to Bush thgt Israel would not knuckle under to
pressures favoring the Arabs. He uay have underestimated Bush's determination that he will
have a pro-arab policy and averestimated Bush's moral:.ty and sense of fairness and decency,
vif any. in any even the situation looks nore dangerous to me daily. I think that turning
any of the territories, particularly Sumaria and Judea over to the arabs inevitably means
weakening Israel and endangerbng its citieens again, as returning the Uolan will. too. (if
you were not then aware of it, while the Syrians could lob artillery shells from it even the
babies had to be taught to rush to the boub shelters and even the klndergartens had to have
them. ) ' )

Because I'm sending you the current LYolumbia Jourhalism weview 1'1l icclude the clip~
ping with thkem it and use 3rd class.

Bot satisfied with the rost's resorting I got an inexpensive small short-wave set. I've
been logiring stations so I can get BiC news, which I've respected since the 1920s, and per-—
haps Israel. I've gotten almost every country except Isruel, even australia and Delhi but

not at the times I've checked, when I rest after walking, Israel. :..08t news has, been good, fair.

dan ([/



