slre vavid Ignatius, foreign editor 9/10/ Y1
The Washington Fost '
1150 1Y St,, W
Washington, D.C. 20071

bear hr, Ignatius,

For years I've been sending Vashington Pust stories to friends, including the non-
Jewish ho: story protessor in tvxeqrmlg'e.str—to whonn I sent Jhe enclosed letter aiony with
the cli py prings referred to and others.

Because my letter includes critical somments on the Post's Middle East reporting
I send you the enclosed copy.

I did not single tie Post out for these observations. I refer to otheps of the mujor
media. I do not get the New York '“mes. _

After reading Yom Friedman's book I wrote this friend and ac@é/ther also a history
professor pointing out flaws and biases in it. .,

There is a marked increase in unti-Semitism in the country, as th: an";—l)ei‘amation
laagae and other.. have reported, nanifrsted in the Vashington area by the desecration of
synagogues and ccemeteries and the %eckim,f of religious schools. 1 believe that at least
in part this is fostered hy incomplete and I think unfair reporting on the lidddle kast.

&s an il:ustration, I also enclose a letter to our locul papers and my response.

Roy “eachum was with the Post but probably befor: your time. He has been a local col-
umnist for four or five years. le has used his column for overtly and uwniformly anti-
Israel propaganda dozens and dozens of times. I've kept a file of them and of ny res—
ponses. He bas yet to show & single fac-ual error in anything I submitted.

His is and has becn really frightful stuff, ranging from the statement that litler
was coerced into anti-Semitism to defending Saddam Hussein as a man of God -during the
Gulf War-and recenfly including nuch of what Heusser repeats. He has written that those
drabs we ree;a.rde vf::zmtlegronsto, specifically identifying those of the $ichille Lauro
atrocity, arec nov and in fact are only patriots. o

What Heusser does not mention and I criticized bieachun for is also in the same columne
He feported, without any effort to check, that the Haudis executed members of our wilitary
forces there for alleged rape.

o:.nce*cly,
. L\//{Cf/l////(ful/g

Harold Veisberg



Letters to the Bditor 9/10/N
News-Post
Frederick, *d. 21701
Hoger Heusser's letter \ Y/10/Y1) is a-classic case of misrejrenting to contrive
anti-Semitism and Israel bashing.
“He pretends to be defending Roy l.eachum's colump, offers no proof at all, including
that “MHeachum did not lie,” and says not a single word that addresses, lexve alone rofutes

A
uu#.oped puge article, and misuses hs/suppo-.sed defense for what is 10U percent non-respon-

sive to what I actunlly wrote: that the primary 7(mqueationuble obligation for preparing
b}

a defense of our ierine barracks near Yeirut was that of their coumwander. Nothing is more
basic in the military. If the commande:* had not failed to meet his primary obligation,
for whé.‘h he needed no inforuation from anyone else, ve'd not have sustained that great
tragedy.

While whether or not any Isruelis had x “advanced (sie) know.edge of the truck bomb"
is not relevant, as anpone who has ever served in the military knows, I challenge ir. Heu-
seer to present his qllegedly “qocumented" proof of this and of what I vedieve is one of
several propagenda rather than factual statements, that Israel "did not tell the U,S. the
location of William buckley, a#’ U.S. citizen held hostage in Lebanon, even though Israel
was officially asked about it by the U.S. government....Later Buckley was tortured and
killed., Why should the Ismaeld governi{ pnt withhold the facta?"

William Buckley was the CIA's station chief in Beirut. I belicve t}jat not a single

\M'\;ﬂtu.\vSl’V )kz.i' ) o ) ko -
word “he-said about this irrelevancy is trueé)and. I cgl} upon him to provg proof of this, too.

There is no reason to beldeve that anyone knew where luckley or others taken hostage
were held. There is every reason to believe that tortures began as soon as he was captured,
to obtain those sccrets he had that his captors wanted very much, not "“later."

‘ In misusing & pretend response to what I urote to contrive what + believe is vicious
anti-Semitic propaganda, representing that Jews deliberately arranged for those 200 Harines
and Buckley to be killed, Hr. Heusg\ﬂ/gr raises the question, does he lie?

If he cannot produce the documentation he says he has, from authentic, reliable

sources, not fpro—lu‘ab or other extremist propaganda, then it will be apparent that bip,



Heusser
(E;Ts‘ﬁed and like Meachum, writes what he really either knows nothing: about or has reason

to believe is not in accord with the available facts.

I, Heasser did say that what he says 4is "documented.," If he fails to produce real

ra p 9 3V3¢ a pl & ’ pu per: »% r
ther than Tige] and support ﬂo r lul‘i li belB th.ell he owes theu s and tl]a r I'Hade S
a PUbli‘- a POlOf.Q’

and hd makes it appurent that he, too, is a hate-monger.

Harold Weisberg -
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Mgn/éﬁzn&\//did not lie

in column on Israel

This is a response to Harold Weisberg’s article
of August 16, which chastized Roy Meachum as a
hate monger. Meachum did not lie in his Aug. 9
article. It is true that the U.S. provides roughly.
$4 billion per year to aid Iarael. This amounts to
about $1,000 per every Isrgeli citizen. It is
documented that Israeli government officials
had advanced knowledge of the truck bomb that
killed over 200 marines in Beirut, Lebanon, but
did not tell the U.S. commander. Neither did the
Israell government warn of their pulling out of
the high ground. They did not tell the U.S. the
location of William Buckley, a U.S. citizen held
hostage in Lebanon, even though Israel was of-
ficially asked about it by the U.S. government
under direction of President Reagan. Later
Buckley was tortured and killeg.

Why would the Israeli government withhold
the facts? Perhaps they simply wanted to get the
U.S. forces out of Lebanon so they could have
their own way. It is strange that the Israell
government would not assist the U.S. by pro-
viding painfully important information that
could have saved the lives of U.S. hostages or
the marines in Beirut. - -

ROGER HEUSSER
Frederick



