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The Mashington Post Frederick, HMd, 21702
1150 15 St., M 3/17/91

Washington, D.C. 20071 ‘

Dear Editor,

I hdpe you will consider the hastily-written enclosure as a response to Edmm{ Said.
If you_do, please feel free to edit is as_you see fit., I think of it in the sense of ad-
dressing %‘he Pe.ce That Will Not Be,"

I clainm no special qualifications. I an not an area scholar but I have lived long and
observed and I think learned souething about lite and realities and special interest. I au
not a practising Jew and have nét been since my confirmation. But I an the first nember of
ny family ever born into freedom. 1 have no friends or relatives who are Israe‘l‘:i.ga}zlut I did
have hundreds who might have been if they had survived, as 6,000,000 this one mngu? nany
such times did note.

I make ounly passing reference to adamant arab refusal of many proposals that would
have recognized a minuscule #tate of Israel. You may not be 3/84 enough to recall some of
them and you may not have had occasion to learn about them.

I do believe than when a man like Ssid can advxigce such a "plan" there is no hope
for peuce in that area and there will not be for a long tiue.

May =« therefore suggest that it may be inforuative for you, plural, to read a non-
Jewss account of the recent history of arab intransigence? It is the last chapter in the
.English write; saul Johnson's, "The History of the Jews,"

I think this would be inforuative and could help the Post be impartial in the views
on the subject that it expresses,

Sincerely,
; ./ /
, “:. /o ,'/ e (
e 6L11Lwl.¢4t‘/7

Harold Weisberg
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In his erudite oped~page article of larch 17 articulate Edward W. Said, whose fine
educatien apparently does not include Santayana's wisdom, thas those who forget the past
are ggpged to relive it, argues passiona?ely for his fPlan for Palestinian Self-Determi-
nation" without a single word mentioning aqyJewish rights of any kind or survival of the
State of Israei the elimination of which is the keystone of the charter of the Palqstinian
National Council, of which he is a member.

Yet he knows very well that no Israeli government 53;;;5r;an QgGVive any agrecment £
that does not provide that State.with neanigful guarantggs of its security. Hiu'ilan,“

therefore, is no morc than another battle in the propaganda war to end, in accordance
with the FNC'g charter and still unaltered PLO deterwination to drive Israelis into the

>~ gL (n-
sea, becuuse he knows that he pggbosesuwhat no ILsraeli governuent willAacept.
If he really wanted a meaningful and fair beginning to a solution to the tragedy of

the Palestinians - which is diréctly attributable to the arab refuflal to accept the
.right of Jews to any state of their own at all, going back to the proposal of the.#ritish
Creel commis?on of’?ﬁE‘ﬁ932K(which Jews accepted with . propomed state of about a tenth
of what the UN agred ?9 - he would propose to begin with that all Muslim states that have
insisted on preserving a state of wur with Israel end that state of war; and he would at
lfust as a member of it, propose thut with none of arafat's mﬁ&ling out of all the doxens
of corners of his glib mouth, the PNC and the PLO u.niﬁivocully and publicly agree, with
no qualifications of any kind,:;hﬁ#ight of a State of Israel to exist withbn secure borders
they guarantee not to violate.

Until he doe§ tiis Said cannot be accepted as an honest man seeking an acceptable -
solution to the tr;&edy for which he, as a membur of the YC, bears a part of the rea-
ponsibility. 4s long as he writesonly of what he regards as Palestinian rights and says
not a word about the rights of Jews, he knows he is not proposing anything thut can be
considered a solution. ss he also knovws, no 8tate of Israelfcan or will accept hia "plan."

again
In effect, he is therefdrﬁmfalling for the end of the State of Israel.



The one mention of Isarel in his "plan" is "ideally" (sic) to "have a worldg;(ide
moratorium on efforts ...endlessly trying to allaj Isgheli insecurity..."”

In Said's expressed view the only victims are Pslestinians - Arabs. Yet there isn't
a singlé word is his diatribe guised as a serious "plan" about why the present situation
exists or of the fact that the only reason there is the present controversy is that the
Palestinians vejected without even consideration each and every proposal to solve it
until now, so belatedly, they sgpport sone of tl:(lal‘i)roposals they rejected for decades.

He and they want the past to be forgotten. all begins now, with no history} no
suffering g@ Jews and no nghtmof them. That the 4rabs drove the Jews from their
homeland and thus they and not Jews have rights to it is what he arguea.

He does refer to the "massacre" at Sabra and Shatifia, but he does not mention that
it was of arabs and by Arabs. ﬁe infers that Jews did it and he does not mention the
much greater number of PaleRstinians s}:txghtered b Palestinians, of the evmn great number
of arabs slaughtered by Arabs in his flat-world "pdams" 4 hf/if /6'..

There is not a word in his argicle about the méllenia-long sufferings of Jews that
include and exceed all the sifferings of the Palestinians hé does refer to. llor does he

Ava® su Fdeping
say that ally p&i‘t—uf—btm&rect response to their terrofistic efforts to wipe the

State of Israel and its Jews out. It s

There is not L;L/sﬁngle vord ﬁbout what arabs have done and continue to do to Jews.
Nor is there even by the most remote ihdirection‘m any acknowledgement of the
Arab responsibility for the present situation. 3

Rathér does he claim that "onlg_ Palestinians... can say whether it (the solution) is
satisfactorily being realized," énd that, "according to the terms of the Paleatine
National fJouncilﬂ’..." L(,W""A’ e ddam's

8¢ oWen argues that the, Palestinian support for Saidam's frightful atrocities ought
be rewarded, not condemned, simultaneously castigatingg "the Israeli peace movement" be-
cause "it waltzed off the scene" in reaction. How elseJ except in the view of hrrationally

blind partisana could it react to support for such villainy, to those terroristic Scuds



Hhum
killing, maimim;‘ and wreaking enormous destruction of their homes and their land?

He drags in by the heels, knowing the inpact of the designation on under-informed

liberals that today Israel has a "far-right cabinet," implying, that what he criticizes
s oU-.PM,’Vrld i

exists only for th:.s reason, That is false and he knows it. exists because of

Israelip reactim}fto drab terrorism and intransy@nce.

What hé does not say is that almost no arab government is less politically extremd
and that in the engire 4rab world there is only one government that" can, with kindness,
be referred to as democratic - that?—of Bgypt, the only one he mentioh?ﬁ—aﬁd he miwiex
slu¥s it.

Inherent in what he writes if that only Arabs have any right to any part of what wes
8o long known aa and defined in the geogry}w books of my youth as Palestine. It vas,
after World War ‘Z( to have been divided between Arabs and Jews. Britain did establish
a separate state for Arabs after World War I and called it "Trans—Jordan," because it was
tﬂe more than three-quarters of Palestine that was across the Jordan River from the sea,
It did not establish the Jewish state that was to have been establish frem—tho—restaf g
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/Pa-lestine Even Churchill was unable to keep Britwin's promise to Ie Jeews and to the yérld.

Nowj)aid, like most other drabs, and specifically the PNC still in its charter
demandsj the de facto end of this State of Israel. de does this in what he calls his new -
"plan," the "plan" that sa&rs not a word about the right of that state to exist in peace
within secure boundaries, a "plan" in which only arabs have any rights, a subterfuge he
knows very well no Israeli government can accept or &ld survive accepting, any more
than any State of Israel cane. ’

When this is the best that one of the very brightest, best-informed and respected of
Palestinians can offer, what it says all over again is that there is no hope for any
meani.n;ul or just solution to the tragéﬁy of centurieg i:r'cthn:ane that for two millenia
Jews have suffered.

What he actually says is that there will be no solution other than what Arabs wunt.

43 long as this is true there will be no soclution and the suffering arabs will continue

iff be their own victims, 4&nd there will be no peuace.



