7627 0ld Receiver Road
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4/13/90

Mr, Stephen S, Rosenfeld
The Washington Post

1150 15 S¢,, W
Washington, D.C. 20071

Dear Mr. Rosenfeld, B A "

In your today's "The Zionist Card" column you say, "... the PLO itself has already
formally accepted the idea of a two-state solution." I fear this is wishful thinking. If
Yyeu can cite a formal and official act by the PLO, rather than an evasive and decepﬁ.va
ezatament by Arafat, I'Jl appreciate it very much.

I velieve that what you ha_ve in mind is a statement Arafat finally evolved under
pressure that the administration and the press interpreted as you do and in which he
sa;\d.‘no such thing, He did pretend to be recognizing the right of the State of Israsl to
live in pecace within secure boundaries. But he was careful not to refer to the State of
Israel, If you can refer to his actual words you'll find that he referred on& to the
"people" of Israel. I do not recall whether the Post c¢arried his exact words but I do
retall quite clearly that I saw and heard him on TV and was shocked that the admini-
stration and the press grabbed for the meaning that was not there.

Do you know of a single arab leader who has survived acknowledging the right of
the State of Israel to exist in peace and within secure borders” I don't.

No long before this arafat statement the PLO did hold a meeting in North africa
and it refused to change the charter or to make any formal statement having any resem-
blance to what the administration seys Arafat said.

I do not have your sources but 1'¥e followed this situation as closely as is
possible for me and with the single exception of the reluctant Mubarek I do not know of
a single arab leader or government that has recognized the right of the State of Israel
to exist as a state. Except for Egypt all remain in a*@tate of war with Iarael, hardly
an indication of peaceful intent. You know what happened to abdullah, Sadat and many
Arsbs who favored peace with Israel or just talked to Israelis about peace and recogs
nition,

But even if the PLO did "formally" accept the existence of the State of Israel
and even if this led to some kind of a .farmal agreement between the PLO and the State
of Israel, how can that assure peace for the State of Israel with the entire Muslim
world" except Egypt perpetuating ths state of war? Can you see Iraq or Syria giving
formal recognition to the existence of the State of Israel? Or Iran? Saudi Arabia?

I cannot.

Sincerely,

/{“ d/(//M[/ a/&? Harold Weisberg



Stephen S. Rosenfeld

5+ If there was ever to be any redeeming
«quality to the United Nations’ Zionism-is-
racism resolution of 1975, it lay in undo-
_.ing this little emblem of political antisemi-
«tiSm at-a moment when-the reversal
-1 Jnight make its own contribution to Mid-
~=:. Not that the grim mischief of 15 years
ican-be whited ‘out: the self-blinding of
:sArab minds to the requirement of coming
~t0 terms with Israel, the hardening of
:.*Israelihmrmagainstthereqlﬁrerw;tof
{coming to terms with Palestinian national-

+ ism, the wasting of the United Nations as

a forum where serious people would hring
-pacity of the UN. to deal with the
- " Nonetheless, it was worth hoping, once
-the current international thaw started
-frozen Mideast, that the principal keepers
*of the anti-Zionist flame would find some
-ways to limit the damage, = - :
¢ The answer so farti]s;etl;;bit isn’t
-happening. Collectively, b states
and the bureaucrats and intellectials who
have invested some part of their careers
4n‘ waging thé' struggle against Zionism

’:bilicytohelpmem.o:uegoﬁa;eam sble

‘ment with Israel. -

- More ‘Catholic than the pope, they
have allowed a gap to develop between
‘their positions and those of the PLO. In
~'the case of the Zionism resolution, for
dnstance, the PLO itself has already for-
manyacceptedtheidaof-atqumte

‘sister ideological rejection of
the Jewish state that is the essence of this
unhappy resolution. But its makers refuse
to let it go. .
to answer for. In this matter, however, it
is notable that so much ‘of the Arab
establishment seems caught in a 1970s
time warp. To signs of gathering Ameri-
can interest in ing the resolution,
representatives of this establishment re-
spond 1) with abuse for the motives of
interested Americans and 2) with threats
to rehearse and update the whole dreary
ﬁtanyofﬁ;ml:lplaintsoflwshgﬂmﬂm
review their own position, attempt
to put the onus on those in Congress and
the Bush administration who want to set
matters straight.

. mﬁmmeumums%
ing wi governments to see i
Yotes are there to averhaul the resolution

"The Zionism

the anti-Israeli frengy of the 19708 but

hesitate to concede they acted foolishly. °

Many' of the 40-0dd African states’ are
ing themselves to be manipulat-

cand for a prospective negotiating end-

game with the Israelis, in which case its
value would consi
ter, | think, to play it now:

diminish. Bet-

These moaths of global, regional and

national transition constitute a moment of -

truth for lsraelis. Can. they pul them-

in seeking a compromise way? This is one

of those  occasions where adversaries

must see their interest in reaching out to



