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Dear lirs. William,

What you say in your "Unheroic allegations" column needed saying so n@;ch!

dnother aspect I'll get to also troubles me.

You nay not remember my name but during th: years I sought independence and
honesty in farming you were a customer. I was in the rQost's newsroom Wedne:;day afternoons. .

Before then I was a reporter, Senate investigator and editor and wirtime -
intelligence analyst. after ny farming was wrecked by low-flying nilitary helicopters
I returned to writing and investigating, with six books on “he assassination of
President Kennedy and one on that of Dr. King. They'¥e all stood time's testing. I
was the investigator who diu the work that got Jumes Eurl Ray an evidentiary hearing.
It was to determine whether or not he'd get a trial. I did the investigating for the
heuring also. Paul Valentine covered it and I'm sure he'll tell you that we excul-
pateﬂ Ray - which meun$ the crime is not solved. The liberal judge held, wltimately -
it took more than a yeur to get hiu to get the transcripgs prepared - that guilt or
innocence vere immaterial,

After beginning a second book on the King assassination FOIA was amended, rather
its inveutigater riles exemption vas amended, over onec of my eurlier FOIA lawsuits. I
then sought to use it to compel th: FBI to uisclose all, in this I failed but I did
get about 60,000 pages. among other things these include headquurters and field office
records, beginning with those of *‘emphis. Included are the files on the groupg of young
mn Memphis blucks who took the name "Invaders”" and #f the sanitation workers' strike.

Failing kealth has kept me from coupleting this book and perhaps my recollections
of all those records may not be as clear as it could be but it is my recollection that
the FBI was looking diligently for the kind of thing abe mathy exploits and could not
find it. They did have the Lorraine kiotel and #ing's purty pretty well covered, as did the
local police, who did most of it. :

I do not recell any reference to the dinner party at'ter the "Lountaintop" speech
but I do¥ recall that ¥r. “ing did almost no sleeping and was concerned about the hearing
for the day he was killed,on the injunction. The FBI's reports refer to meeting after
mecting in room after room. Ly only recollection of two women is of two white women from,
as I recall, lLouisville, wealthier women with a Wa@XEX Cadillac. They went to hemphis with
Jr. *ing's brother and frou “emphis wént to floriddgon vacation. Where the ¥BI also
covered theuw and rcported on them. I am sure that if the FBI got even an unconfihrmed rumor
relating to Dr. »ing's personal life it would have reported it. They all knew Houver was
looidng for just that.

Vr. hing was too tived to speak the night bei'ore he was killed. He sent aAbernathy
in his pluce. But the gathering vwould not accept Abernathy as a substitute and he had to
call ¥r, King and tell him this. (4t least two FBI agents covered that speech and their
other records - that was a day in which they never expected any devil loving scripture to
be able to - have them referring to mature blacks as "boys" and even "monkey-faced.)

“his is to suggest that to the very end abernathy was second fiddle and may not have
liked that a bit.

Buaring on how dependable his recollections are, he insisted from the first that
Dr. King died in his arms and spok: with him, the first not true and the seconfl not
possible. So, I huve your questions about his motives and my own about his dependability.



411 of my materials, about 60 file cabinets of records and countless boxes of
them, will be a permanent public archive at local Hood College., They've made copies of
the Invaders and santtation-strike riles and use them. One white woman student made a yeur—
long study af tiem and did a fine thesis. History Frofessor Dr. Gerald iicknight has done
two understated scholarly articles for The South atlantic wuarterly (Duke). le is also
getting and plans a book on the FBI's files on the Poor Peoples' Campaign. I've alrcady
given lood records * know I'll not be able to make any use of, like the CIA's on its
. mipd-bending adventures. But I've kept the King files because if I can get help I'd
like to try to return to that book and because I can make them available to others., To
date no black has had any interest and no good TV uses have been made of them, although
58C just did a program that supposedly iucludes what they wantcd of them. (I've not seen
it but I'm sure they went for one of the untenable conspirucy theories.)

Yo, if you know any students or others who want to do research, all of this is
available, with no strings and no charge, here or at {ood,

Come to think oi it, I finally persuaded what was then University ‘ublications of
america to make them available on microfilm. Duve Garrow had d.!iscouraged their interest.
Thexg are at 44 N. Harket =t., here in frederick. But they did not copy what the FBI
called "gbstracts" that I did, with some difficulty, get. They are brief summaries of
each hdadquarters record. There is no available index.

when I was working on my book, "Frameup", I tiied to interest SCLC, entirely without
success in Atlunte and with limited success in Wew York. sbdrnathy was not alone in
being no Blondel. I suppose i was only another white honkie in Memphis and only one
black reporter, “es Payne, ever had any interest, aside Trom Flo Kennedy, who ot me some
kind of an award for it, I recall no other black interest.

If you ever knoww of anyone who may be interested in making a study of the two files
Hood has copies of, about a file drawer in extent, my arrangementg with them is that
-anyone can get copies. I don't lmow what facilities they have for this but copies can be
made commercielly in Frederick for five cents, pevhaps less in quantity. Syudents and
otherd have unsupervised access here, of course. These two files would make a fine thesis
in history, political sclence, pre-law and law studies,

Py the way, as soon as I heard dbernathy on radio + phoned the Post's national
desk to say that I recalled no such thing from the FBI's files I have and there was no
interest. I was told it was a “tyle story and they'd all gone for the day.

One other thing that may interest you or a student: Byll Connor had an earlier
and ignored history. I was the editor of the Senate Civil “iderties Committee in the
late 1930s. We investigated him and as I recall his then employer, U.S. Steel, for
the flogeing of a white college professor, Joe Geldgs. They .regarded him as too
friendly toward blacks. I have those hearingse.

Thanks for the column.

Best wishss,

b

Harold Weisber
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" Unheroic Allegations

-l hy would the Rev. )

w Ralph David Abernathy

come up with his
allegations about the Rev.

" Martin Luther King Jr.’s sexual
escapades on the night before
his assassination? That is the
question many are asking,

“Much has been written”

about King’s alleged infidelities,
Abernathy explains in his new
autobiography, but he wanted
to “make some attempt to

- render justice to the dead
‘without causing too much
unnecessary pain to the living.”

Then the former top
lieutenant to King alleges that
King spent the night before his
assassination with two women,
then fought with a third the
following morning,

Now tell me, Ralph, that this
does not have anything to do .

- with book sales. I am chagrined,
angered even, by these
allegations.

There is a mold into which
America wants to fit its
heroes—a mold consciously and
emotionally created after the
American Revolution in order
to have a pure origin as a
nation. That schoolchildren
were taught that George
Washington “could not tell a lie”
was simply the most superficial
manifestation of this. The mold
has room for neither genocide
against the Indians nor the
horrors of American slavery.

It’s an unreal mold that has
long outlived its usefulness. It is
far past the time that we should
feel that one cannot have human
failings and be heroic. Indeed, it
is an unrealistic standard that
has more in common with Parson
Weems than the late 20th
century,

Not surprisingly, a number of
black figures have come to the
defense of the slain civil rights
leader. Jesse Hill, chairman of
the Martin Lither King Jr.
Center in Atlanta, said the book
contains “numerous inaccuracies

g .t W

and distortions” and demanded
their correction. In a statement,

27 leaders accused Abernathy of
‘maligning King’s memory.. .

- In an interview, Jesse L.
Jackson said, “I don’t know if
Ralph was motivated by pain
and rejection. At the 20th.

- anniversary of the march on
Washington, he was not even on
the program, and he was

- present on the occasion . . . .”

But more than King’s public ‘
reputation is at stake. There is

* little that is new in Abernathy’s

allegations. King’s alleged .
infidelities have already been
explored in several . N

award-winning books, including

David J. Garrow’s “Bearing the
Cross” and Taylor Branch's

ing the Waters: America in -

the King Years, 1954-1963.”

- The significance of
Abemqthy’s book is that his
allegations.of King’s encounters
of the night before his death -
come from a former right-hand
man and thereby assume added

. weight and authenticity.

For that reason, Abernathy’s
accounts do special damage to
the young who hold up King age.

a hero. For that reason, a friend® | |

of mine whose 9-year-old
daughter has read every book
on Ku_ng, Rosa Parks and the
civil rights movement found
himself desperately hoping she
did not hear news accounts or

see Abernathy interviews,

Surely a man of Abernathy’s
Stature and-intelligence should
have understood that.
Abernathy worked in the
shadow of the charismatic Ki
from the Montgomery bus
boycott to the day of King’s
assassination. Some close
observers say a deep-seated
resentment developed, .

especially after Abernathy’s
failures with the Southern
Christian Leadership

* Conference after King’s death

and his subsequent difficulties -
with Coretta Scott King. In
1980, Abernathy endorsed

. Ronald Reagan for president, an

action that startled many who
recalled Abernathy’s once )
powerful role in the movement.
“My pain is greater than my
anger,” Jackson said. “] love
Ralph Abernathy a lot and I
hate to see it come to this. Yet
no disputed account of King’s

_private life will alter the =~ <~

character of his work.”
And I am in agreement with

 that sentiment in the end. For 1:
- whatever may have been King’s " { :

weaknesses, his revolutionary

- genius ripped apart the fabric of ]
- this country, only to have it ]

reemerge as a new and in some

. ., ways totally different place. In
- King’s successful leadership of

the American civil rights
movment, he presented a model

*for bringing about change that
< has influenced people seeking

democracy from Tiananmen ;
Square to East Germany, That ~ f -
is the legacy that will endure, - -

Abernathy’s stated purpose is
not even remotely realized. It is
a shame he tainted what could
have been a great book. It’s a
shame that for the need to be
titillating, he sacrificed his
dignity. It was a large price for
the King family to pay. It was a
large price for the youth of
America to pay.




