
Dear Mr. Greider, 	 4/6/79 

Your Against the (*rain piece today is excellent if of less length and detail than 

the subject justifies. 

From my own work I know that there is no protection in the supposed need for the 

Attorney General's approval. What AG stands against the PEI or CIA? Who knot) what 

NSA is doing and has done? Where does any AG get the information he heeds for decision? 

I have and have studhed a number of such records. The FEZ tells the AG only what 

it wants him to know and if necessary on a basis that amounts to political blackmails  

leaving him virtually no reel alternative: 

Domestic intelligence operations do not really depend on the intrusions that Would 

be sanctified by the charter. They have been going on for years, with cony deals with 

the local authorities, phone companies, banks, postal employees, etc. 

What is not realized is the extent to which this snooping has interfered with 

the lives and futures of many ordinary people whose beliefs were outside official 

approval. Cr the misuses made of the "information," not unoommonly greatly distorted 

iti not as is within my experience actmaly fabriosted. 

' Does anyone really believe that there now is any control on what can be included 

in'what is claimed to be a criminal investigation? Cr what then happens? There are, 

for example, not fewer thai five FBI files in three different places in which I am filed 

bank robberies. This oame about from some form of telepbene intrusion that bet 
at all to do will any bank robbery. 

Do you know of any present check against what the CIA did to Dr. Ming within the 

11.8i, getting messages given to him, apparently from his own pookiti, names of persons 

he Was to phone-and their numbers,•even 	as he was to 40 to in Washington? /ad . 

secretly spreading the word that he was C cam" of all things! 

The problem is much more serious than your excellent piece says. 

These dedicated people who do wrong believe it is right and urgently gee** br  
what they regard as "national eecurity." They really do fear, and no trittality like a 
Constitution is going to impede what they regard as patriotic duty., 

A little more reporting of these abuses would make for a lot more real security. 
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e is lucky, and Jim
m

y C
arter 

is a lu
ck
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ill n
o 
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hen 
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ead
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ed
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ation

s b
ecau

se of lot •4tf 
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arter 
adm

inistration m
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 m
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party like a federal judge. 	
m

ovem
ent, if it gathers strength in 

T
his is approxim

ately, w
hat the the 1980s, w

ill be a natural target for 
N

ixon
 p

eop
le d
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t d
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 b
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e d
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ecid
es, th

ere w
ill b
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 m
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 b
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t p
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m
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 Jan
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last year w
hen C

arter, w
ith cerem

o-
nial pride, issued his executive order 
on "U

.S. Intelligence A
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"
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 for th

e C
IA

 an
d

 F
B

I 
u

n
til you

 exam
in

e it closely. T
h

en
 

you discover that w
onderful m

agic 
phrase of the national security state, 
th

e on
e th

at su
sp

en
d
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 in

d
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u
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al's constitutional rights: "an agent 
of a foreign pow

er." 
T

h
e p

resid
en

t, it says, m
ay p

er-
' son

ally au
th

orize certain
 sen

sitive 
types of tactics for intelligence-gath-
ering and the attorney general m

ay 
p

erson
ally ap

p
rove each

 tactic for 
u

se w
h

en
 th

e attorn
ey gen

eral h
as 

d
ecid

ed
 th

ere is "
p

rob
ab

le cau
se"

 
that a specific person or group is "an 
agent of a foreign pow

er." 
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n
ce th

e attorn
ey gen

eral h
as 
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e th
at fin
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in

g ab
ou
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th

en
 th

e F
B
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y on
 th

em
 or 

burglarize their offices. T
he P

ost O
f-

.fice can secretly open their m
ail and 

pass on the contents to the F
B

I. T
he 

iCat can pick up the case and do the 
e th

in
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 if th
e p
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p

le tra
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 of illegal activities. T

h
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ought to be the lim
its of governm

ent 
p

ow
er: If it is n

ot in
vestigatin

g a 
crim
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citizens. 
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F
or 20 years, the rationale of "na-

tion
al secu

rity"
 h

as b
een

 con
sist-

ently abused, yet the C
arter adm

in-
istration w

ants us to accept on faith 
th

at th
ese sam

e n
ation

al-secu
rity 

bureaucracies w
ill sin no m

ore, once 
the procedures are form

alized. 
T

he trouble is that the C
artel-ad-

m
in

istration
 n

aively p
resu

m
es, in

 
these quiet tim

es, that "national se-
ctnity" w

atchdogs w
ill obey rules in 

good faith. W
e have 30 years of his-

tory w
h

ich
 argu

es th
e op

p
osite. 

T
im

e after tim
e, in

 m
om

en
ts of 

crisis w
hen the W

hite H
ouse has felt 

th
reaten

ed
, su

rrou
n

d
ed

, th
e sp

y 
agencies faithfully abused the C

on-
stitution in order to w

atch or disrupt 
the president's political opposition.: 
Sooner or later, divisive politics w

ill 
return and C

arter's "reform
s" w

ill 
be tested. 

N
obody can predict w

hen or how
 

th
at w

ill d
evelop

, b
u

t th
ere are 

plenty of possibilities on the horizon. 
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ond for express-

ing antiw
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tion is: H

ow
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riffin B
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hen he is scared? 
T
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M
itchell's cynicism

 as attorney gen-
eral and consider instead the ideal-
ism

 of R
am

sey C
lark, w

ho w
as attor-

ney general w
hen L

yndon Johnson 
felt threatened, surrounded. R

am
sey 

C
lark cares deeply about civil liber-

ties (w
e know

 this because he tells us 
so often). Y

et som
e of the m

ost fla-
grant abuses of civil rights occurred 
under C

lark's stew
ardship —

 w
hole-

sale dom
estic spying by A

rm
y intel-

ligence units, political w
iretaps by 

th
e F

B
I, th

e C
IA

 p
en

etration
 of 

local an
tiw

ar grou
p

s. N
o d

ou
b

t,' 
R

am
sey C

lark w
as deeply troubled 

b
y all th

is, b
u

t th
e on

ly relevan
t 

point is that, given the political fever 
of that period, he did not stop it, he 
did not raise his voice against it, not 
w

here any of us could hear him
. 

T
h

e ration
ale in

 th
e S

ixties, for 
those w

ho have forgotten, w
as L

yn-
don Johnson's obsessed conviction 
—

 evidently sincere —
 that the R

eds 
w

ere som
eh

ow
 fom

en
tin

g all th
is 

trouble for him
. T

hose couldn't be 
true-blue A

m
ericans out for him

. If 
they aren't spies, exactly w

hat shall 
w

e call them
? H

ow
 about "agents of 

a foreign pow
er?" 
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sist that the B

ill of R
ights protects 

them
 against these governm

ent in-
trusions, w

ithout a w
arrant, w

ithout 
a reasonable cause for crim

inal in-
vestigation. Som

e of us w
ill continue 

to believe that the F
ourth A

m
end-

m
en

t is n
ot su

b
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e b
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