
George Lardner 	 5/27/70  Newsroom 
Hashingtont Post 
1150 15 Ht., NV 
Wash., D.C. 20005 

Dear George, 

	

rushiag with this in the event someone stops off and can 	it. No, not to save tho pennieo. To speed it. If I am not clear please phone as. In today's mail I received two things I'll be sending you as soon as wi wife gets to running the copying machine. OW is a letter by Jobn Raj that may interest you, the other two Itemphis stories I am aura will. I'll probably include a letter to a Manilla source, from whom I received the stories on Lino having become Gracie Wolda1o(Stoobens) guardian, with all the beat Lansotype speeches. Hysterical. 
Also, I saw no story on the release of King matorialo to slparia. This is why I'M rushing. If you kept any wire copy or any news accounts I'd lice them very much. Also and release Halperin made. Not interested in Halperin. Interested in what this means in FOIL when I have not received it even with a case in court and when inn should have reeoived it'iniusponso to a case of hit. Of course if you have copies of the record, they also could make valuable attaelorents to an affidavit, my purpose in this. To info= tho coort(s). 
For whatever our opinion is iforth'teyou the Cater aditinistrationla behavior in these matters Jim sad I belLova are inportaut to blacks may well kick back and be politically harmful. It should be. The behavior is very bed. Aside from vindictiveness, which is not an Gumption o 7014 the only apparent purpose served in what amounts to an exclusive release to Alperin of what I've been suing for is to kill. any use other tItlot no would Make. 	no ralcotion ou alperin to say he is not a subject export. Even his friend Lane isn't. contrast my experine is good anoogh to prove negativen against )'BI agents and DJ lawyers. I'm toward the said of the draft of another affidavit in which I do this again. in this /"a lookiao also toward tho poncability of direct confrontation between me and all of them in coo or both of two courts. I don't mean Pa asking for it. I mean it may eventuate. If it doss I'll not be looking for any *ay out. I don't know why tho Post has cooled on the assassinations committee story, especially not after ft dodicated itself to rehabilitatingJooKcAsedw. I think that if it hal not cooled after Le started the CIA-front stuff the oommittfos would not now (milt — and abeuld not. 
It is because the Post has done nothing when there was what I regard as news that I'm writing ay source about what under other conditions I'd wait to ese if you are Inter-44W in, what sane is now open to. I think it would maks a great sag, piece and could be ;lanai if the Poet did rot care for it. Some of this will become clear in the letter to ray source. The rest has to do with a Friday appearance by Larry Flynt, from the hospital bed live, on .00's Good Morning: imarioas I've heard a tape by phone. The tope is in the mail to me. No makes a big thing of his "Gemstone file" on the JIM and maybe Kg assassination. 41 is an incredible residue of an overflown sewer. I have a copy, from one to whom Flynt gave it before Flynt was shot. 
demoona reading it and omalooloatOusations for Lan* alJoui it would have some fun. Lens can't possibly - reasonably at least agree with it. 41 be does not he has put the hat on hiv current teat. If he doos he sakes a gargantuan fad at hitaaalto Can you imagine Lane saddling himself with poor sick and broke and broken Gracie for the,  vast of her life? 

UinusrelY. 
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Attorney Lane Takes Offensive 
In Contempt Charges Defense 

By JAMES CHISUM 
Author-lawyer Mark Lane, scattering caustic remarks 

as he defended himself against contempt charges, yester-
day declared he helped Grace E. Walden, 62, move to Cali-
fornia after he concluded she couldn't get justice in Ten-
nessee courts. 

Perhaps heeding the adage that the best defense is a 
strong offense, Lane took swings at other lawyers, mental 
hospital officials and Probate Court Judge Joseph W. Ev-ans himself. 

But Evans, presiding at the hearing, took the contempt • charge under advisement. 

2 	Mrs. Walden was a resident of the Main Street board, 
z mg house from which investigators concluded the bullet 
4-) was fired which killed Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. in April 
co of 1968. She was committed to Western Mental Health 

4-1 Institute at Bolivar, Tenn., shortly after the murder, with a 
a-probate court finding that she was mentally incompetent 
- and a ward of the court. 
a-) 	Lane claimed during yesterday's hearing that her 'commitment was a plot to suppress her testimony, earlier 

.8described as being that a man she saw running from the 
!boarding house did not resemble James Earl Ray. Ray 
pleaded guilty of the murder in the fall of 1968 but has 
Ebeen trying since to get a new trial. Lane is his current 

-rmattomey. 
4) 	Mrs. Walden was released from the mental hospital 2S and sent to live in a sheltered boarding home in 
t

▪  

oMemphis, with lawyer Larry It Nance as her guardian. ,-elhe probate court's incompetency riding had not been re-ocinded and she remained a ward of the court 
o 	On May 3, she left with Lane for California, who said 

4-iyesterday that she is mentally competent and living hap• 
pily there. 

Nance petitioned the court to hold Lane in contempt 
n

▪  

ifor removing Mrs. Walden from its jurisdiction. 

In a surprise move, Evans asked Nance if he would 
agree to withdraw as Mrs. Walden's guardian. After Nance 

careplied that he would do as the court wished, the judge 
dismissed Nance as guardian and appointed Lane  and O Memphis attorney Duncan Ragsdale as co-guardtans. The 

I., move made moot a petition filed yesterday by Lane to have 
ei Nance removed as Mrs. Walden's guardian. 
• Lane sought without success to question Mike Law-= head, a television news reporter; Larry M. Plant, a televi-
to sion cameraman, and Associated Press correspondent Les 

Seago about a discussion of Mrs. Walden between him and 
Evans on the day he and Mrs. Walden left for California. 

The three refused to answer questions, citing the 1973 
Tennessee "shield law," which provides that newsmen 
may refuse to answer questions about their storms and 
sources and that any challenge of this refusal must be 
made to the Tennessee Court of Appeals. 

newsmen, Lane then attempted to make Evans a witness. 	Line said when be talked to Mrs. Walden after her 
— -release he found that Nance was a callous and incompetent 

;guardian who had failed to provide adequate medical e-
lision end failed to protest her rights. 

Atthis point, he said, he realized that Mrs. Walden 
would not receive justice from Tennessee courts and 
agreed to her request that she be taken to California. He 
said Evans had told him no law prohibited travel by Mrs. 
Walden. 

Yesterday's hearing was marked by exchanges be-
tween Nance and Lane, and at one point Nance called Lane, 

• who was on the witness stand, a liar. 
Lane jumped from the stand, asked Evans to admonish 

Nance and moved toward his opponent, declaring if the 
court refused to take action he would do so himself. In the 
resulting confusion, Nance apologized to the court, saying 
he had become emotionally involved. 

In another verbal exchange, Lane was attempting to 
describe his relationship with Mrs. Walden. 

"Do you know that Grace Walden says I'm the only 
friend she has in the world?" he asked Nance. 

"Well, I do know that she's mentally incompetent," 
Nance replied. 

Lane declared heatedly that he would not consider 
returning Mrs. Walden to Memphis. -You will not get her back. This state has held her as a 
political prisoner for 10 years, and you will not get her 
back," he said, adding later: "I would not consider doing 
that for one moment and I would spend the rest of my life 
in a jail cell in Memphis." 

lane declared he has no intention of using Mrs. Wal-
den as the subject of a book, and said she will not be a 
witness if James Earl Ray is retried. He said lie had assist-
ed her simply because of sympathy for a "sensitive woman 
who was kept locked up because she was a witness who 
would not lie." 

But Cohen last night denied that charge. "1 didn't sr 
range the interview," he said, "I granted it." There was 
nothing illegal about the session, which was conducted in a 
darkened room and did not show the patient's face, as is 
customary in such interviews, he said. He also denied Mrs. 
Walden was drugged or brutalized. "These statements be 
makes are untrue,' Cohen said. 

Lane said be had retained a Memphis law firm to take 
steps to obtain her release from the institutien, but Mrs. 
Walden as moved to the Memphis boarding home before 
the step were completed. He charged that Cohen and a 
staff lawyer at the institution, Margaret H. Tucker, perpe-
trated a fraud on the court by failing to inform the judge 
that Mrs. Walden had legal counsel on April 21 when 

Failing to elicit the testimony he wanted, from the Nance was appointed her guardian. 

Mark Lane At Hearing 

Despite Lane's insistence, the judge refused to take the 
stand. 

Testifying himself, Lane said he met Mrs. Walden in 
the late summer or early fall of 1977, became her friend 
and eventually her lawyer. He said he found her to be lucid 
but brutalized by her treatment at the Bolivar institution. 
He charged that she was drugged before a television inter-
view early in May and that Dr. Morris D. Cohen, superin-
tendent- of the institution, illegally arranged the interview. 

N 
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as fraudulently declared in- 

A
ttorney L

arry N
ance —

 appointed M
rs. gests." 	

com
petent. 	

E
vans, in directing L

ane to schedule a 
W

ald
en

's gu
ard

ian
 b

y E
van

s w
h

en
 th

e 	
E

vans told L
ane and another attorney, 	

D
u

rin
g th

e len
gth

y h
earin

g L
an

e an
d

 'tim
e for M

rs. W
ald

en
's com

p
eten

cy h
ear- 

N
an

ce freq
u

en
tly in

terru
p

ted
 each

 oth
er in

g, told
 th

e attorn
ey of a cou

rt ru
le th

at 
an

d
 often

 ap
p

eared
 to b

e tryin
g to sh

ou
t th

e su
b

ject m
u

st b
e p

resen
t d

u
rin

g all 
each other dow

n. 	
such hearings. 

' L
an

e said
 afterw

ard
s, h

ow
ever, th

at 
A

t one point, L
ane took the stand to tee- 

M
rs. W

alden w
ill not return to M

em
phis 

tify for him
self. U

nder cross-exam
ination until she is declared com

petent, w
hich he 

said w
ill be accom

plished through m
edical 

by N
ance, L

ane accused his adversary of 
"being part of the coercion" of M

rs. W
al-., testim

ony. 
 

den. 	
- 
	

W
hen M

rs. W
alden does return to M

em
- 

"Y
ou're a liar," shouted N

ance, at w
hich' P

his, L
ine said, "

sh
e w

ill file m
assive law

- 
• 

p
oin

t L
an

e b
ou

n
d

ed
 from

 th
e w

itn
ess b

ox su
its again

st th
ose resp

on
sib

le for h
er ii 

an
d

; ru
sh

in
g over tow

ard
 N

an
ce, said

 to legal in
carceration

."
 


