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President Johnson Iahs-
nounced yesterday the res-
ignation of George W. Bal} .
‘as Ambassador to .the |
‘United Nations - and-:thé. -~ .
nomination. of James K}xs- i
- ‘z Wiggins, editor of The |

ashington Post, to suc-, i
- ceed him. S

Ball announced that’ he was
_resigning to devote all “his
time and energy to help a8
sure. the. eleotion of. Hub Tt

- The surprise. announcements '
‘came- late -in" the_ afternoon’
affer ‘the ‘President’ summoned‘
reporbers to the Cabinet Room. .

Praising Ball for his “dedi- .
cated and’ distinguished" serv:
Jice, the President. spid that he' :
accepted. his resignatlon “with S
reluctanoe P o o :

‘Mot Respected’ T
The . Preslden,t »descri :
Wiggms a$ “one-of ‘America’ 'S«
most respected’ citizens” ‘and:
said that he was happy that '
Wiggins would “cap his long’
career of publiq service. by be:
coming his country’s. Ambass:
dor to the United Nations.”.

Katharine “Graham, ' presi-.’
dent of The Washington-Fost -
Co., announced that she had -
accepted Wiggins' request for
retirement:.' .

Wxggins has been “the soul
|and “consciénce and . driving
force behind The Washingtin
Post for more than 21 years as
Managing Editor and Edito ”
she said. - E S

Wiggins will be 65 years old
on Dec. 4 and. hadplannedto
retire then,

“We would have missed him
enormously then and we:will
miss him enormously now,”:
Mrs, Graham said. “He has:
been a great editor and will be
‘a great ‘Ambassador to the
United Nations.”

" Mrs. Graham’ sald that' 2’
successor {0 Wxgglns would be

n SO0,
In a letter to Wxggdns she

PR PO |

Iwrote: “It'i§ difficult to face”

up to the reality thatyou are
going to be 65mext December
and will be gomg :lnto retire.
ment.”
I ‘liferally cannot mtagine
The Post- without-you.. Both. -
my. father (the late Eugene. - -
Meyer) and Phil -(the: late . "
Philip L. Graham) relied-on. . 4

1you heavily. But for so many‘ _

reasons I rel:led oﬁ y'ou evenr -
more.” )
Native of Minnesota E i

* In a letter to ‘Mrs. Graham{‘
on June 19, Wiggins wrote: :

“I don’t suppose therehas, .«
been a more generally safis. .
factory relationship between:
an ownership and an edibo‘n—- '
from the editor’s point of view' -
‘at least—than that which ‘has:

~See APPOINT, ‘A8, Col. 8
Ambassador " Ball saug

that Nzxo‘n lacks the quqh

APPOINT From A1
e!dsted between the: :owners of
' 'Phe ‘Washington Post and me:
e "I have:been rewardéd be-
- youd - my dessents tolerated
beyond any reasonable expec-
-&atlon and humored. beyond
“'the. requitements of ethlcs and
etdquet:te “ ,'

‘Domesticl'o [
*.On April 25, Presldem't Jolh:n
~son chose ‘Ballto- ‘sutceed A

- thur J. Goldberg as Ambassa-
dor' to ithe U.N. Ball, formerly
Under. Secretary - ocfst,m was
- Sworn in oni June 24,

The President emphasized

public policy but does have
something tio do- with
polﬁgcs T o domestic
said tha Balll oﬂﬂemed his
resignation Wednesday. Later
. inthe day, the President tele-
phoned Wiggins, who “was af
-his summer home in Mmue to
osﬂf‘?; hum the bost,
- Wiggins flewto Washdngton
late yesterday to. confer wdtUh
the President.

.In ‘making the announce-
ments, the President said Wig-
ging’ name “stands for integ-
rity in agodern journalism. . ..

“He is a past president of
the American Society of News-
paper Editors. He is.a distin-
guished author. Hels @ man of




‘broad -~ learning? in -interna-

tional affairs. He has had my
confidence and my acquaint-
ance and . respect for many,
many years . . .

Ball called nggms “a very'
old friend of mine, ,a man of:

great qualities. I think he will
do a good job in New York.” .
“I believe that there are few

“men in public life who com-

' mand such universal respect

as does Russell Wiggins. -

. “I -believe, -and’ my - asso- |ing editor amdedd

ciates 'in the Government be-
Heve; that he will bring to the

F 5
sively, “editorial write i ash-
ington -corrésponder 15 nanag-

~ During World War \II ng-
gins ‘was an air combat intel-

Umted Nations, in a - critical |ligence ofﬁ;c*;.r He was dis-
Y

hour, the qualities.of under-
standmg, good judgment and
compassion—deep .compassion
—that' have marked his- lifé
and his work to this hour.‘
Native of Minnesota ) j

«f ,am yery groud that us:

sell Wiggms has consented to [ later_Was vices

join- Bur official  Family to]

serve his country in a most|he has been edi

vital and important post after
80 many years as a-very wise
and constructive and objective:
observer of pubhc
affairs, -

“As he enters the arena of
policy making, I am confident
that’ America and the world
have gained a great advocate
for peace and for justice in the
affahs of man.” .

sWigging 15 native‘ot ‘Lu-
veme, Mhm He worked first
‘ot the ‘Rock County Star in
Luverne and later for the St.
Paul Dispateh and Pioneer
Press,x where-'he was, succes-

wof The Washﬁngton

execttive ‘editor. Singe'. 1861,
amd Execu-
tive v1ce gresade i

RS



