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While Devid J, Yarrow is correct in eritieizing Andrew Young's sﬁ;gztement that
tlere was a derree of involvemsnt Ly some semment of the U.S. gowrnﬁéhé“ m ”c:I.1e
assassination of Martin Lutler iing, Jr. for its "lack of any factusl foundation,"
Garrow could not be any more incorrect than in saying that the king assz_zssination
was “heavily investigoted.”

Garrow is also incorréct in saying at the same point that the "historical

record conceriing f}g_ng's death (sic)" is "widely available,''

I speak of personal Jmowledge, - P Jame:ilEarl Bay's investigator fof

lis successful habeas corpus wetition and the msucces..».ful two weeks of evicentiary

Je e
heg.ﬁ;mr in ]u.q cfi‘ort to get thn trialitsr never had and as thd one-and the only one-

yho fiihed .3_1,1:1. unde:r’ FOIA to tua,.e the FBI's records abajlables. [ '/ W zégf ;ug(
L(@ et

£0 47 < [ 75=1 9%
Theré is i‘ro*n the lCl-. records no question about it: the FBInever investi-

?ated the ;:J.ng agsasgination. 411 those records quite openly reflect the FBIts
assumption of Hay's guily and its aVpidance of any other real investigation,
The fact is that the FBE'sﬁown "evidence® is in some weys exculpatory of Ray.
On o part, for all his !-@iting about it, when Garrow was here and saw the
vast z\.muun‘t: of official iuf or%:t:ion L obtained about our*ﬁ:ag:ic agssassinations frm
(10"0”’1 r 80’

DY FOIA suits apainst the government he took no time to look at any of the many
file cabinets of the RBI's "HURKIN" and related records thet, as with the greater
volume of JIPK assasz:.na.t;mu records, I make freely available to all writing in those
fields. (He was interested when I séor:ecl him how from those records he could get |

what had not been sequestered by court order of the FBI's wiretapping of “ing and ”

\ il .
his closer friends and he nade good useuof that intformationdsm ﬁt ﬁfm? ﬂx !
As have most wjrdting about the King assassination an ates to it, Garrow
A

took the s:fe course and assumed Ray's guilt. The record, which is not at all or

in any way "widely available" proves the opposite.




I conducted the inb{:s’c:iéj)-ation for those o vecks®y of evidentiary hearing
in Merphis, Paul Valengine covercd that £ or the Post. I located and produced
most of the witnesses lay's counsel used. I have the transclipts of those two
weeks of evidentiary hearing at which some oli; the claimed W evidence
vas examined and cross-—exmnincd(ﬁ"or the first and {/gl\ll.‘{ time m& not take a
look at then. llor did Young or anyone else n{. & ubl& or the SCIC

é J’l ,¢c 7 A€,

hII'F“L ve did wit }; that ((Lficial "evidence” led ithe JU.G.P‘E tohold that guilt
or innocence verc imsaterial to what was before him. *'e used those words literally.
In contradiction 4o the ]!c.vemnvh.a.w,: evidence he denied %ay his trial on the false
claim that Bay had had the "effective as:;;stance of counsel" and that although
the pressurc applied to lay %o get him o a{;t'ee to a.-guilty Plea#® was entirely

/o ercee
wirei‘:"?tc&, tha Jjudee held that Rey made his; Feduatmicy plea "}mmfingl_v and volune

terily, Jbu‘m Pf‘-@gﬁh /@«ﬂ;{‘f}@

The MU{‘E“,‘C had already ruled %hat Ray could not chénge lawyers. Sp, as
£eyhm )

soon as Ray was out of “emPluu he filed notice with that Juclgfp of his (Eppéal.
Under Yemessee law thet was granted automatically Tor the first 30 days. The
Judge was on vacation. The day he returned, with day's letters in front of kim
and when he wa g;a:;:lﬂ ting out, in lon{,m_'ld, what appesrs 1o have been the
aranting of Ray's motion, the g'udge died of g heert at'l::fck.

It is wfortunate that people from the Lounj exireme to Gar:. ow's write about
the fg.l’ ssassination with comforting ignovance of the officiel fact.

Iiarold Weisberg

Please e.cuse my tyiing. X'm past 83 and in preecarious health tha;:\(&.\m.f w/t I

can do&




