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INTERVIEWEE §Sena:or Joh.n Sherm :n Cooper = a
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Cates: Hugh- Gates. It s April Ehe 29th, 1971, I'm"ﬁn’che office of 3
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United StatesgSenagtorj John Shem@ Cooper. Senator Eooper is a Republi
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from the stat@ of Kentucky. Seugor Cooper, would y'ﬂ‘n mind just stating:

some of your ?’ecollections or imqgessions of the late: Senator Richard

en

Brevard Russel'l?
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Cooper: I figst met Seuatd‘t- Russell ir

M:
a two-year ter:jn. I was de@ted twice.

?-when I c’ame to the Senate
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ve been bgck in the Senate séiveral

times. I senfed for 15 yeafs. like all ‘Eenal:ors knew him, @'om

observing him.-:-n the Floor of thé_,:Seuate, admiring hm for his dignity, 5for
:L. ]
his presence, rﬂls authority and his tremendous power. ,and influence in déivate.

I'1l just say§ commonplace, but g_t i1s correct that ﬁe's 8lways considetéd
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as an outstandlng power, force imjthe Senate. . =
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Cates: Senatof, excuse me, I didi’'t mean to interrupgt you, sir, go ahea'a, sir.
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Cooper: He wzf:' often...I remember the first...when k first came here heZ
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73 : ~
was very courfigous to me. He was'“always very courteo;ns to people. He =
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would listen £g their views, unles:s he...at times he _would get a little I
o :,_ 5
irritated becaﬁ’se they were so...he could tell he thcmght they were verys
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prejudiced or Eiased in their vie&s and were not objﬁctive. I was much 8
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interested in Elefense matters having served two years:on the Armed Sewices
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Committee in ‘gi and '54. When, &fter development oﬂ:sophistlcated nucl@ar
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weapons where ft is so difficult ED understand what a!l these weapons were
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about, when yog- were not on the C@;jmuttee. I would him, when he was’
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her very strauuously and his waer the most powerful Hkamination. He wsE,
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courteous, dignified but neverﬁheless he gearched gar the truth. - I wfill
say that we rlid not get from hepf any additional inf;mation, but I alw;ys
believed that_ Senator Russell tlibught that she had &ome fact, not necesﬁarily
that...that :—t Iwas ajnyone else let Lee Oswald respoggible, but...but that
he had some Fealing that she hacﬁnot told all the f?:cts. I think that tHas

born out in ?_;statemeut he made :a year or so ago infwhich he said, as
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recall, he hri?gi not yet beep, at we had a'El the facts. The
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most cumpellfng position hg’took in l:I Cdmmission was this: there was-
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a question o@wl:ether or nd&: the shot Wh struck Fresident Kennedy or,‘_'-

'_J]

one of the siipts, had...had passed through Governor {John] Connally of':i
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Texas on the frout seat. To ...tu find that it had &ssed through both gould
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make the decision somewhat easie::. in the time frame.- It wasn't conclusive
Z

And so theres first...an opiniog“ by most of the Con;mission that we shoﬁld
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say. that the f;ihor. passed throughfiboth President Kennedy and Governor
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=, Connally. (‘overnor Counally was fa very strong witné?.s I see now why &
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;:f has the presefo}t opinion 1n the cotmtry that he s a ve y strong man. He'
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a very stron ‘witness. He said cﬁtegorically that he knew it...that th
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oy, a.ﬂfn.l-a‘aJ RE
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first shot digi not pass through _%Lm. And he...I remember he said, "I
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turned my heacL when I heard the shot It did come ﬁom the direction which
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you have deciﬂed it came from beegausel m familiar with firearms. But as» I
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turned again Ib the left, I felth:he impact of anoth(gr shot." Senator
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Russell just Said "I'll never si:;?n that report if..a_if...if this Commission

says categorlvally that the second shot passed t:hroug_h both of them.
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I agreed with’him I must say h%had great: influencg with me, but I to
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have been impftessed by Governor Ct}nnally and so the Cumm:l.ssmn then did

agree that, Ifcannol: recall the ezact words, that wh.l.le. there was evidelfce
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