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met Senatd Russell it 

I was de ted twice 

for 15 yeils. 

7-when I lame to the Senate for 
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ve been b.iCk in the Senate szeral 

like all `senators knew him, fi.om 
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John Shermap Cooper. Senator cooper is a Republican 
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..r... 	 ,,, from the stet@ of Kentucky. Senajor Cooper, would yi mind just stating 
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Brevard Russell? 
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Cooper: I fitst 
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a two-year tetjn. 

times. I seqed 
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observing him..on the Floor of thiSenate, admiring him for his dignity, gor 

his presence tlis authority and his tremendous power7.4nd influence in d&Iate. v c  

as an outstanding power, force inthe Senate. 	i 	 ,... 
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Cates: Senator, excuse me, I didWt mean to interruat you, sir, go ahea2, slr. ...- 	 n -7-1 • 	 0 
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Cooper: He wiR often...I rememberthe first...when 1:first came here her....... 	 n 7-J 	 g 	 - 	 , ,-, was very courEous to me. He was always very courtecis to people. He 7, 

> 	 -= .... 	 = would listen to their views, unlegs he...at times he :would get a little 
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irritated becaWse they were so. 
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prejudiced or §3ased in their v 
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ving served two years7on the Armed Servides 
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Committee in in '33 and '54. When, :h
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er development of sophisticated nuclkar 

weapons where Et is so difficult Eo understand what all these weapons were 

. about, when yotwere not on the CO-Jyrrittee. I would n.4.1( him, when he wasn 
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some of your recollections or impressions of the lata:Senator- Richard C/3 

2: I'll just say, commonplace, but at is correct that Se's 51ways consideiid =. 
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interested in defense matters ha 

..he could tell he th4ght they were very 
7,-  
r.  ie's and were not objective. .1 was much 
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_ 	 7- ..-: = her very strenuously and his was,  the most powerful lamination. He was, 
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courteous, d gnified, but neveriheless he searched pr the truth. - I will 

say that 	not get from heliany additional inf.srmation, but I always
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believed tilde-Senator Russell ailorught that she had some fact, not necessarily 
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that...that Et was anyone else at Lee Oswald respoRible, but...but that 
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he had some peeling that she haenot told all the 4Fts. I think that cas _:. r.; 

born out in &statement he made 71.year or so ago in which he said, as I...:,  r) 	
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recall, he hiip not yet beeba, 	 at we had alb. the facts. The 

: 	 .,. 
most compellfng position hJ took in tE= C iiimission was this: there was,  

a question of2whether or ndt the shot 

one of the s4yts, had...had passed through Governor John) Connally of -o 

Texas on the front seat. To...to find that it had ihssed through both would  c_ 

make the decision somewhat easiei.in the time frame::. It wasn't conclusi
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And so there t.  sll  first...an opinion.by most of the Coadssion that we shog
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has the prese,ie;C opinion in the country that he's ameiy strong man. He'i. ,_ 	 ..,, 	 f-, — , 	 7: 
a very strong witness. He said categorically that Ili knew it...that ti*: 
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first shot did not pass through kim. And he...I remember he said, "I — 
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turned my head. when I heard the ihot. It - did come ft.= the direction which 
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turned again Tb the left, I felt:lhe impact of anothgr shot."  Senator 

"I'll never sgn that report if..gif...if this Commission 

that the seco&a shot passed through both of them. 	:f; 
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struck Resident Kennedy of:-
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say that the *hot passed through both President Kendedy and Governor 

Connally. Gove- rnor Connally was:-:a very strong witnei
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 s. I see now why Re . = 	 . 

you have decided it came from beqAusei'm familiar with firearms. But as I 

Russell just said, 

says categoriaally 

I agreed with him. 

have been imprtssed 
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agree that, I;;:tanno 

I must say 114;,-- had great influence with me, but I toqi 
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by Governor Cuinnally and so the Commission then did'2.  
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t recall the exact words, that while there was evidedte 
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