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He. Ieonord Dowmie, Jr, Harold Weisberg
Exocutive Lditor 7627 Qld Fzeelver Rd.
The Waslington Posh Frecerich, MD 21702
150 15 St,, i 3/2/97

Haghington, LC 200M
Dear v, Downie,

I violate dector's orders 'l;ﬁa‘.; 4 keep my heels higher than 1y heart fﬁ
To meke you an offer L do net exvect wu to accept and in that to make s
record for history of the utter dishonesty of your today's corruption of
fact about the assassination of Martin Luther King, Jr,, wkich is what you'r
anti-Ray ddshonestios sae.

The Pout is of course en_\i"i_‘.;lcd to give Mﬁ.‘fnﬁ.o)ﬂ’?fpgitd opinion
section and it is even enti*;]écd to restric‘l:-t}?ose it uses wgoaw»r  pariise
vith pasts to sbsc@;.re but it is not enlitled to pJublish évert lies as facte

I was, as the Post knous, nofonly the author of the first book on the case
bu't‘i‘clmrcaftcr I vias Hay's investipntor. T did the investigating for the suc-
cessful habeas coryus petition and I did the investigation ghéreafter for the
two weeks of evidentimey hesrdng in federal district crﬂrt in Hemphis. Paul
Velentine covered them for the Post. ifter that ifiled a nunber of 50121 lawsuits,
2§ agoain the Post lmows, end from them got a great volume of the FBI's records

that for lacl: of a better degeription can be szid to have been on l.ﬁrThe Bng

—

assassinotion. !},In fach it nover did investigate thot erine » a5 ils own records
state. Lt assumed day's guilt and sought only to give that presumption credibility
¥e nover had and still dees not have despite your loyal dedication to ,well today.
hy offer is for any mporteﬁ or combination of reporters of your choice to
interview me on what you published today, with ny having the opport%iﬁy 1o
offer cw:m;;e"i;s on what I am not aalcéd about, that their quectioning be tape
reforded and tﬁmt “ be given a copy of the recording and any teanscript made.
It is & lie for Billings o sey that Ray has had his day in ct;Hrt;)? Iie
certainly did not bave it bafore the committee for widich Biliings worked. I
had soae A calingsféitlk ite —1 began with the overt intenticn Lo support what
the FUI had cencluded abcut-both\qssassiuations. This was so unhidden that on
my firgt aceeptance of Richard Sp'mgue's invitation to speak %o hinm aftdr he
Vas appoited the louse assassins'chicf counsel I +old him to his face what was
going to huppen to him i he contiaued as I could gee he was foing. When it did
happen, Ken i’»roo-tcn, a é:ri&a lauyer on the staff, phoned me to tedl me that
I vas/ \‘erlin remembering the future,
That comniftee was so determined +o ignove «ll that did not suggest Ray's

gudlt f’—' had to coerce it into borrowing the transeripts of that evidentiary



hearing - only to bave them ignore 21l that evidence tosted as evidence is

——— s

tested in federpl ebaiuri”courts.

For Billings to dismiss that proceding as he does, in less than a sentence
ig neithel\hones{: nor Laiv,

If fell o ”ir&{rcsar, junior of Hay'8 counsel, and to me £ prepare the
case for the hearing with chg@f counsel :-.broa@{. e divided it up with esar to
talie tie law and * the fact, the evidence. With Yercy Foreman, thedy the countryds
moat i‘a'.%us c¥inminal lovyer, *oy's then counsel, I faced the preblem of maK;ulg
the case that Ray did not have the effcclive assistance of counsel as weil as

of lis plea not being voluntbory.

i
ALL the evicence in the court record on thelalter point is that h:s ploa
: 0wy wih M"
1ra.,,}10l, voluntary-thot Foreman cperced it, [ Tronen 4L, v?k /
\WAr.)

t ‘\( Un “the former I déeided that the only way to prosve that l‘omnmx did no
render Yeffective assistance of counszel"™ was in effeet to try = me/ mllyg/ed

.:Lr;ains'i: Qoye I Qid get and produce those witnesses and that.evj.dence. As

Billings does n{:‘t éaw}fmh space as yOu have = him, ‘t}x%e‘j}%ractually held

that suildd or immocence were idtwaterial o whalt was before him!!! Idterally

-L-lm‘-:r"’__;?:was true because the actual Pissues ave stated above. The judge merely

did as judgos can do, decidedt ageinsithe weight of the actual eviidence.

Tl .[not wie thepordt "lie" t}ightl_v and 7!10 %‘c as fair and
accurate,’ Billings lies in his secend sentence in saying that Foremen
Ypevioued the cvide:‘-.cc" against doye le did not even look at it! Pcmemhar ' i
I have; as doos ™ ::{‘ar sho ig pnyeicol l (J closer tu you, the records we fot on
digcovery and ;"‘mr:'.t%1 16 no interest at all, from the records we gol from his
cecpunsel, the vwublic defender, in the FBI'g c;;ﬁe recordse I got them but
TForeman did notd The rccords L have reflect not the slightest Foreman in-
tercst in them!

If he hnd hed sy such interest, as’-‘-’*t&il."jillings would have been compelled
:.o soy if he had, he wpuld lmvc known that the ¥BI lacked a witness it dared
'04' t on the stand 6 7= 2T place(}g Ray in F}omplgislll!

1r Bi1)ings hc{,.:;’? even glanced at the sworn testimony of that evi-
dentiary heoring he would have scen that +the packoge with the rifle in it
was dropped when that would not lhave been possible for Ray had he been in
that flezhouse,

Yile evidence we mub on, end this h((rd_l indicates the extent of it, was
not I_'cfutcd. Tp this day it bas not beengjncluding by Bullmgs' comidttee.
(Hlmt it did do was mmowy?. the I'BY didentification }f what he refers to,
theae )
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q iy lanndry rpc.utpt.s, to lddae the iect ‘Lh,..t I nad ady placed them in
che public L*r}mam in Civil Aetion 751666, Ute }Uﬂlﬁ

Ballings savs thad  "fhe FEI's fugitive invt':s't;:.mt;wn (which is what the
FBIL says it was, not a nurder invesiigation) was effgeient and proper.” Yy
cpuld not have gonc over those reccovds and have thet belief. The FII wag
never close to “ay and it even refused to do what could have bedn helpful
'in catching him. That was done as the result of what Canddian officials did
altor the FUL refused tu make that reguest,

Ruszell Dyers, purt of Dillings' Cictions, aund 1@3111011.1”“ Yrtis, wholos a
I:L./Tj:‘ml‘ character in George Holiillen's a pology for a work of IlCr’]fJ.f' tion, vere

wong the 50-15 erdminals either facing pr.__ ‘osccutionpr already in jail vho nade

those ind:jof stoxdes wp in the hope «f what Uyers got, a break from his Lies,
lies of valuo to officialdom. Curlis uas even 11101‘[-‘[0.5/:_-1 Jjoke, as the disclozed
FBI :.rcom" T mde pubjic domain lasve withgizt any qiestioi at all ’{1’16}}1!”“5’? f/
g Mellillan is wrong in stating that *“ay 1§bucd the Fulham bank in
London and got 240 from it. L ws e of two '.2‘:10 got that and divided ik
in halfs Put all yeu publish on Ruy and money is fiction. Conmog sense should
tell you oo it would have told the comaitbee that if lay had golten that
supposed S5080C0 for the gob he'd never have boen caughte. Yo got to  Portugal
(vith money he got Lyom zobbing a Genada '.-Jl:.o:."ehouse } with $100 less than
i"oa{: ﬁassu,:-,u to then Rhodeaia weuld heve costs. There was then no extradiction

reaty and he'd have been free. wf
Billings is vrong in saying that Yohn Ray / th Yames and Jerry ih

‘....Hr, .z.
l“h_ ato. Jorry was alore then. Yohn and Y iBlinyg xtcver did get along very well.
They vere not close. O¢ r~r'7 w v h P‘“( thic 51"?" Wﬂ

“n such suppozed evidence as &% tiat "o pemes positive ballictics match
could not be made bebucen the bullet (sic) removed from Bing's Dody and" the
sypposed rifle used to Idll bim 2illings again is not faithful to the record.

Ti:o FuT never evei te;.?j}:--i‘i_xgg_ i_'b_g.‘u 1‘;’:1.’_1.:(_;! ,(T_t test- firved one if g Ia g lmew could not
}J..J ve been fived end o munbm- of others— and I have those records — but not that
rifle. Insjtad it had it P‘obz,r" ixyﬂer of the Lab so much ncv complained about
exceute an affidavii o gob oy extradi it&a Trom Bngland (in oren violgtiong of
that extredifion ‘veaty) in which l‘m r attented "I could draw no conclusion

as 1t vhether the swhmitled builed ves fired fron: the sibrditied rifle.! I

iehed this in fecsinmile in 1971, I got it in the records I had to sue to got
P

that were vsed by owe governmcbnt publicly in England- end found they were

Elxosificd "soeret" whon ‘Lh"‘j er ‘i)t,.uucr c.:urt order prodv.cc.d. But as Ray's

investigalir ,[, ookt a -rucom-bsed and respected oxl,cr {o 'LJ:\@. cleric of +the
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court's office 4o cxaine the romnanig of bullet wewoved from ‘%_/ng's body. He
used bis microscope cnd took péc?f"uros ond testificed then and there that if
he were given that remant of wllet he had exerdned and that rifle and permiited
o test-Tire that rifle to oubtain sneciiwng he had found enough marks of
Cg.‘isi;i.:.c‘a:ion o that rommant of bu.lle{: to be gble to testify unequivocally
{that it had or had not teen fived fron tJj-e,t rifle. lde testimony was not
refuted or rebutted. llor was his testimony aboul other ﬂ(ulleged eYidence,, such
ag the mark the vifle supposedly made on that bathroom windowsille lg 'ggjms
it could not h.ve cone from that rvifle and again was not refuted or mbz,'l;ted.
;[.n i‘aﬁ% if the shootinzg had been as alleged, with the %& of that
rifle in that marl: on f_l;‘-.;‘nat v::jjhdmtﬁsill, the shooter ard part of the rifle
Would have had to have been inside the bitiroom valll
It 4s © think onc of the great bragedics ofl our time that the mpjor media
¢ has been in uncribical support of the goTcrmnent's pali)ablg;_falﬁe
accounts of both the JFK and King assassinat)ons Jtaker than meeting the
fraditional obligation of trving to inform the people fully and honestly gﬁf’
s0 that representative socicby cand worlt.
Popular lock of confidence in the major media js justified, as the
fToreguing ind_i.g’tcs to o sli.:;,l'g\{: degrec.
8 Sincerely,

I Hexold Weisborg

I'm sorry iny Typing cony't Do any. better. In addition to this nel failment
I've gwrvived quite a fow others and o almost 84.

I wiSh I weve up tpas nuch as I could add to “ch:,ufm.lne the record ¥oreman
had o)ﬁ pu‘l:tinﬁ: clients awey. L have two cases of that. & He flew to Hew York for
some free publicity before the bar could advertise, in I think 1971, for a TV o

Jiow and he fled vith the makeup vertly gpplied vhen the mokeup men told hin he
vould be coufronting me. “t h.ppened so fast the highlight in the Y Tines sof
could not be eliminated befowxe tThe paper wexif"[:o vress. And ask, I.suggest, ?

Jin Lecar 4o tell you what kind of commipbion Foreman thvew when he just thought
of my name...Decpits what if;lllingﬁgs s:,ays:f.) that was a time when there was no chance
of sy Leing electrocuted, The i‘aC:T is that the judge hnd told Lay he cpuld not
clynge lanuyers and Yay bod no oplion other than to afree to the plea and then
fire Hovenane VWhich is what he did.and he wrote the judge ag soon as he was

out of “emplrim Tha judpe died ol a he;srt attacl wvhile weiting cut an order for
Thoif Miew" tl‘iuiﬁf o Mimlte o story there and I have it on tope. e died while

a presecubor wos avguing against _thu'i; ordere n /BL{L_} i 4 f 0{\, V%Z/ %



