lir, David Streitfe}d.Beok World 3/22/9%8
Th e Washington Post

1150 15 St,, 1

Washington, DC 20071

Dear #r. Streitield,

Hissing from the caption on ypur foday's article is, "Political Prejudices."
A correct caption would have been "Politics, Political FPrejudices and the Nritq:-:ﬁj;."

What is missing ffon the ariicle is any recognition of the résponsibility
fbr the lack of interest in major, especially political interest in the Unmited
States is its press, with the Post as an eremple.

(Please excuse oy typinge I'll be &5 in two wesks, my hezlth is serilouslt
impaired, and I have to keep my right leg horizont 1 and 4y left with the heel
hmigher than my heart, with the typewriter vetwesn my legs. &nd I still do
write evary doy znd because of the bou{.}:ott of the su‘nj{éctﬁttar and of the
writing, perticularly by the Post, it will be a massive recﬁrd for our history,
mozt never o be set in type.)

Certeinly the nassscre ai "'lzi.ape.s was a terrivle thing and shou;j;d have been
widely reported. 1t did ro bawm %o repurt it in this c.ountry se it got the
attenticn it deserved herv.

I% and other issues did and do in Letin insrica and the writers are heard
on then ther: at least in part becsus: of the different atiitude of that press,

In this cmwtry, the ssumssination of a president is e de facto co bl &z
d'etat, regurdless of the intent of the assassin or assassins. ;.Ft nullified
cur enbire system. 'Lf' is the greatest of subversion to those uho believe in cur
systemn g3 distinguished fron those who benefit from it and from viclebions of
2% least its intent.

I wrote the first bock based on tne record of the Werren Commission and had
it finished the middle c¢f February, 1965. That was five monthz after the Yegport
vwas issued, tloee months aficr the aprended 26 volmres were out. I had to becoms
a *ﬁbi Es‘ner to cpen the subjeeé H‘:.g upf and, broke and in debt, I becpme the
ceountry's smallest publisher,

4 frie&dl'ﬁlw was uy fepublican Bongresszuzn took the ribton copy of the
manuseript o She Post efter reading it. lo imew some of the editors. The
rmanuseript was given to the outstanding libderzl on the news staff, the late

“arry Stern, Tow or three months later when I asked for it from Larry, ke had a
] 5

: g EAT
marier at page d 47 of the fruplie-spaced ms, He'd gone no fadthur in it.
L
After more than a hundred rejections internationally, witheut a sinzle
adverse editerial comment, I became a publisher, *ade a success o?/ that first

bock, tec. Dell, which hed turned \}'1 down twice as Pell and once as DialJ came to



me and asked iy reprint it. It wss Pell's enly bes?.-é’sem; # work of nonficticn
for six months, Went t}i\ rough four printings, only three accounted for in 2 Wig
screving { and suing is a rractiucal impossitdiity for the average writer who
kas a suit) and even then not a paper, Post included, even mentioned that first
book on our de facto coup d'etat.

Thal, with 2ifficulty, I still keep available, and after more than 30 yeers
I have not had a cell or a letter from any of those of whom thit ';ror!:lzis so0
critical complaining tiat I was unfair or inmccurate in whit I said oil' him,

£l

&t the Post its then review, if I remember his nome correctly, it was

wrote a favorable reviiou. ﬁi@ and his seeretary ave my source for telling you
he was told o idll it by Ben_ﬁimdlee, with the explanation he did not lmow
enough to know whether in the bock I was truthful or sccurate.

(With that ¢tandard no Binstein ought ever write a book.)

I've published 1 thixﬁébout 10 now, without one being rev‘frtewad by the Post
or by x&&? daily of which 1 icno-.f, or Sundoy. ;

I was Andy Jackson's one determined man who became a msf)xcrity in one of my
earliest FFIA lawsuit of which there ere about a dozen, In the 1974 amending#éy?
of that ost iwerican of laws one of my suits wes cited’ in the debates, or in the
legislative history, as reguiring the amending of the inves*.:‘.g;atéjr files exemption,

That, of,course, had no news value so no pzper mentioned it, I worked on the
1333 and in those days there was never a minute some reporter was not in the
gellery, 4nd, of cousse, it is in the Congressional “geord, There was & detail
that made it less rewsworbthy: it was the sole surviving Xernedy brother who sew
to it that the legislative hbsiory would be clear, without guestion on +iis.

Recently the DJ Inspector Usneral issued a report on the troubles with the
FAI's layf, It confimed Dxxmx troubles but said that at least the Labf did not
use perfury. Hhich is a lie, it did.

&Fa "fha.}'- was a standard F3I meens of opposing me in resisting ceoapliance
uerican of laws, FOLA:If lied {?.Tts, head off under oath. In an

&
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mnoey unsuccessful effort to end that per'l‘-',}ui"}‘\-i- put myself under oath, *Yolun-
I

with tha nost
tarily, instead of hiding behind immune lawyers pleadings, tolsharge perjurh te
the FBl's lab. If I lied I was a perjurer, and the decision on whether to ;:ro—
secute was by the FHI's counsel, the USA for the DC, with the Yivil Divsion
scnetimes involved,

Heow did the FBI defends itself, how dbd it confront the one old man who
vas then ill, broke and in debt? Did it charge me? No, it actually told that

'..-.‘\ 1 1 1 L3 a 3 3 - T
court, couy on requiest, that 1 could nmale that charge ad infinitim becense L

—



J imew more about the asszssination and surrcunding events than anyone working
for the ¥BI, and the judge accepted that as zn answer, a defengel!
45 did the press, which ignored all of that, toof,

If I'd been in Chﬁgiea Ty cnancas of being heard would have been better.

then thet intendedly dishonest -aﬁ Case Closed of “erald Posner appeared,
with a maor publisher who places ads in the Post, the Post gave it a big play.
Wjen ¥y Cave Upen appeared, refusing PégarrPosner, the Post ignored tbqj_ That

it referred to ggner as unable to tell the trituth even by %accident was not
rentioned, nor h&H his pro¥en vlagiarism also charged,

I have more than 20,000 latters from total sirangers, despite the total
boycott of the press, and my are some of them womderful!

Yhen my last book was published commercially, a member of the Post staff
boMght a copy and gave it to your department in the hope it would be reviewed.
Tt is titled HEVER AGATH! Therc was a bit of butchery at Carwoll & Graf but I
challenge you to get that, read i%, and tell nme it was not worth any mention,
leave alone & reviea}.

I don’t keep records on it but I am confident that ovsr the years well over
a hundred ;eyort v have been here, none agreeing with me that I hnow of, and 1ike /
o1l writing in the field, theoy have also had free and unsupe“v1ae' aci;ﬁjG;i?lzf';ff
third of a rdllion yages I got by all those unréporied FOIA lavsuits that | ﬁere
Baong thiig earliestg I have yet to get a complaint from any reporter that I
was not honest and qecurate in what I told hin, nsklng nothing in returnd,

¥ Tods hes become a neu Xind of investigative reporting and it has brought
much to light. Hot that the veople have any “3,3 of knowing that from their press,
I have done with bLUh];ﬁﬁ the daily press shoufd have done and refused to do.

But not in any Chiapas; & So it is not wortky of any mention or, horror of
horré;, ony review,

he have those who would be our equivalent of Puentes and Carcis gurquez
but, nothing p Wcurz..aa”r intended, what you represent mekes that impossible.

What 13‘59“’hag changed so raducally since my daily reporting days ended
in about 1934.

We had a coup d'etat and not & paper has mentioned i%, explained it in any
Buay to the people. [te have a governuent that resorts to felonies to violate
the eZfelaw, Yeither is newsw rthy for neither has been nenticned in any part
of the press of whic“.I ¥now,

There ig more, vuch more, bat I doubi you went to heav it and I have %o
wriind myself, move around a bit and then get back %o work, ¥riting. :

Sincerely, : é ¢ «5(_6{{/?('. )

5w i
Earcld Weisberg
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Politics and the Writer

n South America, it almost inevitable

that novetists get involved in politics

or regulasfy comment on political
pssies, In this country, it's closer to bugh-
able, When Norman Madler ran for mayor
of New York and Gore Vidal for Congress,
they were treated as celebrities rather than
SENous

candidaten
Even the tradition of major American

htuabook\bwqfamwmng.

just such 2 piece of reportage, while Cardos
Fuentes is a frequent commentator on the
troubles in Mexico.

This world was on display eadier this
momhﬂmehtw"(.mkmmthe
ington, D.C. by
the Orgznization of American States to
mark its 50th anniversary. Most of the
events focused on politics and economics,
with panets on such isses 35 “Homan
Rights in a Demoeratic Em” and “Over-
coming Poverty.”

But there was 20 2 panel made up of
six Nobel laureates, incloding West Indim
poet Derek Walcott, Mexican chemist
Mario Molina and the United States’s Jody
Willizms, winner of the Nobel Peace Prize

ﬂ'ho‘aaﬁmdnfhﬁdml\hm"menm
elist asked.

Afterward, 2 flock of reporters songht
T out for comment on the
umees of the day. When it was my twm, [
toid hivn that US, writers avoided politics as
if it were a virus that could make them sick.

“No. it's when the writer starts avoiding

things like politics that he gets sick,
btmﬂseﬂ:enhelh\rmgmamm
Fuentes responded. For a Latin A
writer, he added, it would mezn shandon-
ed States and Western Europe have devel-
centuries that respond (o issues, that tale
positions, start debates, publicize prob-
lems. Whereas in Latin America, if the
writer does not epeak, sometimes nobody
speaks.”

Look at the December masacre of 43
Indizns, sany of them women and chil-
dren, by a parmilitary group in the isolat-
ed Mexicag state of Chiapas. “Its a tiny vi}-
lage. Why should this become an
international event? [n a real measure,

Chiapas masiacre
Lﬂmmpknfhmmemqlm
tion is essential in societies that still fack
the proper institutions. We're creating
them in Mexico, tut there 2re still rem-
mdﬂuddzwhum:mm&um
is a case of mpacious lindowners, allied
mein-lmcwhmlmmlmmmux
agrarian labor and perpetuating massac

4 Sothms\nhednmer!mmmesm

~ say, 25 Emile Zola did 2 hundred years agn,

BOOE REPORT
By David Streitfild

was the scle writer on the paned, the mod-
maﬂa&dfﬁrﬂeﬁbwwdﬂﬁmdﬁ
word “democracy
‘I’mvenafmdo(bng'ahm:t
&epﬂetmpcndrd.'lm‘temhmthm
and don’t think [ have the autharity to
define them.” Any attempt, he added,
would be “sloganesring or cliches, and [
duu'tmutmdutha.t'

Mickey
“Hemeﬂfrmawbugmmﬂ'y...k‘s
very hard to conquer Mexico
That's cot true of the Caribbean.”

The Caribbean, in fact, is well on the
wiy to becoming an economic colony of
the States. The beaches used to belong to
the people, Walcott noted; now they're
often fenced off for hoory hotels for
tourists. This is all being done in the name
of eeonomic progress, ke added, and i you
tried to fight it you were accused of con-

poverty.

"tf‘m
Greg Bear. winner of two Hugo and three
fiebula Awards

happs.”

‘The more interesting of the new books,
to my meind, is Dinoseur Summer, Bear’s
first explicitly foventle work.

“It's not exphicly jrvemle,” the author
said “It's just got a yeung character. Oiher-

demning the isdanders to wise 52 s-.dul:rmﬂ.%me
The format of the paned wouldy't permit  gorize far too nmch.”
these ideas to be treated in depth, however, .-‘\ndsomminnhemm‘ﬂear
“The idea these days is, ‘Hurryupand et disagy -vhahmsl yihing I said, and
to the point,” " Walcott noted to me later. wvice versa. [r) iur
“t even affects oral and written syntax. Emdtﬁm!ﬂylpntﬁkmd—lﬁe
You can't have too many ina d by 15year-
cam-ennmﬁe:whmamldhamut- nﬂﬁtﬂ:nidre&rlsﬁaammwtn
en a lang time to answer those q return some reabifie dinosaurs back to their
As for writers malking natursd habitat i Sonth America
political, social or artistic, “I don't The illustrations, by Tory DiTiddizd, are

think they're good at that. [ don't think
they should be good at it. The process of
emmmnmmmuuungw
thi: of poetry—is
ob\u:ﬂymﬁmmwhcaud.!f:ay-
one 2sks you 1o Sunmarize i, you have a
m-mt[eam{‘bemﬁibwmﬂm
my fear, at

Yet while his own work is not consid-
ered especialty political, he does share
Fuentes's notion about a social role for
writers, “1 think it relates to the experi-
ence of poverty. This is a very well-off
<ountry, whereas the immediacy of pover-
ty in places like Mexico and the
Carihbean makes you aware, 25 it makes
me aware daily, of the deprivation that
does kappen with pecple, And that the
writer's responsibility Bes with these peo-
ple, not with the well-off in cities where
things work and thers i3 2 comfortable
rhythm to life.”

Bear's Dinosaurs

Greg Rear is an awund winning science
fiction writer, profific enough to havepub-
Hiched two new books last month. At 2 time
when even very mod sf writers are having
some trouhle making headway, last year
wias fuis best ever,

Nevertheless, Bear sajd, “Jf [ were 20
years old, [d e Bghting to get into motion
pictires, That's where the smart money
wonld go—wniting screenplays. Id be hor-
ribiy frustrated, driven crazy, never got
anything produced, and make 10 times
more money than I'm making now.”

But would he be s happy?

"Na, but T'd be rich. And in the "30s and
"00%, that’s far more impartant than being

mlygmd.l)omgmdlm::hdhmk
was, in fact, part of Bear's motivation,
mmmm&smwmw
to his own childhood. “Basically, this goes
back to where [ started in scence fiction,
with the Ray Harryhansen movies.”

In fact, be made the special effects wiz-
ard behind such classics as *It Came From
Beneath the Sea” and “Twenty Miilion

!ﬁemﬂhﬂsalmm:dedahh.ﬂhemlls
Swummer “a vicarious and won-
de-:ﬁ;l:dmm

Diinosanrs am of course standard fodder
for children's aovels, and adults” too, Think
of Michael Crichton's furassic Pork. a
book that Bear disies. In fact, he sesms
to dislike everything by Crichton.

“La every single Crichton novel you find
out that avthonity figures have badly
dessigred something and screvwed up horri-
bly, and by thind act everything goes back
to the way it was, It fake science Getion.
Science ficting fs about change. In this
book, it's sbout growing up, fathers and
sons, and the nedemption of adwature.”

Bear is an enthusiast for science fiction,
which is only natumd for 2 science fiction
writer. Whereas it seems to an outsider
ke me that a sort of Gresham's Low oper-
ates in the Geld, with the popularity of the
bad writers driving out the good, Bear sees
mone sinister forces at work,

“Look how popular science fiction
movies are,” be says. “But if sf has won
the war, it's lost the battle, And New
York™—his shorthand for the puhlishing
world—"is guamanteeing that this will
continne. They actively do oot support

and do not ke the fet that science fic-
tion is poputar. They doa™ believe it's had
this major influence. They can't see it. S0

writers everywhere believe that vou have
tomeﬂmi{enryhmwbeagwd
writer.”

Or tike Edith Wharton, ! saw Seorsesss
version of The Age of Innocence. [ thought
this was a wonderfid movie, it's brilizant,
and it’s as alien to me as Dhene wouid be.
There was nothing in that fibm [ could
attach to. None of these chamcters had any
redevance to my Bie. But T'm heing 1okl, and
the flm is saying. that this is sacred text.”

Al this is arguable, but for a meanent Jet
Bear continue to criticize thowe wha “come
along and say that what I'm writing s
ek} because it has spaceships and talks
about the fafure. v never had in my
entine career & book reviewed outside of
ihemgﬁmmgbenomuwhm Yok

the paper has 3 book section where the
book editor stands up and says. "Tve oever
Iiked science fiction. But 70 percent of
ﬂtepeoplewhn\mﬂl o the upper levels
of Micrsoft are science fiction readers ™

According to whom?

“Me. 've met them.”

Mayhe schence fction ise't as imponant,
ian't as influential, as Bear thinks,

“You don't believe that. Go down to Tows
R Us. The stuff [ imaygined when [was a
kid in the "50s, the things [ wanted to play
with, is on the maeks now: Starship Troop-
ers toys, Star Wars, Star Trek, Conan, John
Carter of Mars, Tarzan.®

Or look at Iszac Asimev's Foundation
series, which was influential in a different
way. Bear's ather new book s Faundation
and Chaos, the second in a mew series {the
first was writtem by Gregory Benfond) ant
in the Foundation unmee.

This “sharecropping” on worlds created
by athers, [ suggested, was part of the rea.
son even the best scienee fiction wrilers
Iike Bear and Benford, got less respect
than they deserve, You don’t find Norman
Mailer domg sequels to Gore Vidal books.

*I didn’t have as much freedom as in one
of my m‘nmmﬁn wr:tmgm

. Bear ad
"Bmthsss.)u universe, the one that went
on to berome the standand science fiction
world that we ses in motion pictures. If
you watch Star Wars', then @ back and
rend the eriginal Foundation trilugy, vou
realize what George Lucas was reading
when be was a kid”

Asimoy was an odd duck, a genius who
wrote vwohminously partly becanse he nev:
ez did amything else. He didn't drive, and
hated 1o leave New York City, He seems an
odd sort to write a series that mnges
across interpalactic space. But then the
books, 2s Bear points out, are true to his
personabity. It was the firs! drawmg roum
galactic empire novel Everything hap.
pened between two or three people in
snall rooms, but the scope covered the
entire galary.”

At the end of our chat, exbansted, | Lld
Bear he was one of the most opinionated
writers I[d ever met.

“That's good. i you don't have opinions
nowadays, youre ot going to wenvive " w
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