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lelevision-Radio Writer ?
ik YORKE AP - Former President Lyndon B. Johnson says his
administration was **in effect undermined?®? by some former.
Kennedy staff members during the transition followlng the assassina-
tion of Pregsident John F. Kénnedy in 1967. '

Johnson said he attributed this more to a difference in viewpoint
and to grief than to an organized effort. He said he wanted '
them to stay and serve him as they had served Kennedy, but
one by cne they left. : :

Johnson appeared on a televised interview on CBS Saturday
night from which the network sald some statements had been
deleted %‘on the grownds of national security.®® Published
accounts said the deleted remarks concerned the Warren
Commlission report on the Kennedy assassination.

In the interview conducted by Walter Cronkite, Johnson
'said a hardicap of the transition period was *%the difference
in viewpoints and the fact that some of the people who served
dlid not share either the desire or the hoves that I had for
the country and for the government, and they, in effect, _
undermined” the administration and bored from within to —
create problems for us and Je® InTormatiom thzt WaE T LEAKRE
- 8lanted and things of that nature.

‘A good many of them resigned at certain periods and
left the impression that the government was not in keerping
with their views and so forth.*?

Johnson, dressed in a gray sult and seated in a leather
chair:in a guest house on the LBJ Ranch in Texas, paused often
during the answer and seemed to be searching for words.

He said he wanted to keep the staff because they had been
chosen by Eennei% and because Kennedy had chosen him as
flexecutor, his trustee, to stand in for him.??

Johngon said, **So I endured some handicaps, and I suffered
some heartaches, some disappointments, becduSe of my desire*
to try to present a united Iront and let nodhing I did create
ran"excuse for divisionm.’” L T _ " o

Asked 1f he thought these staff members were led by the
.late Robert F. Xennedy, then attorney general, Johnson sald,
“*I can®t answer that question honestly and directlg; I don?*t
~knows I don’t believe that all of those left, left because
someone directed them to or urged them to. Ithink they were
grief-stricken. I think that they no longer felt that they
. could be up to what was required of them, that their
‘relationship with the President was a special relationshirp
that they couldn’t transfer to some new person.?? ;

Less than a minute into the program, which was filmed last
fall, an annowunver said, *‘Certaln material has been deleted
from this brosdcast at President Johnson’s request,
made on the ound of national securiti.”

The.Washinﬁ_on Post reported Tuesday that the :

. maverial deleted contained remarks by Johnson questioning some
findings of the Warren Commission on the assassination.

- The newspaper quoted a CBS source as saging that

 Johnson was asked his opinion of the findings and replied that
he has never been ‘‘absolutely?®’ satisfied with the report.
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Johnson also said: : P .
- —Both he and President Kennedy had had some concern .
about safety in Dallas, particularly because of demonstrations

=

o against Adlal E. Stevenson, then ambassador to the

Unifed HNations.
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~He could recall few detalils of the shooting snd remembered

~hearing only the first shot. His first thought was that **this

28 4 terrifylng thing that may have international
consequences, %hat,thls might be an international

conspiracy of some kind.*? :

-He Tglt 1t was the consensus of the Kennedy staff that he
should ‘take Air Force One back to Washington.

He sald questions about this did not arise untlil months later.,
Johnson sald he observed no ‘animosity on the plane.

_=~He could not recall whether Robert Kennedy brushed past

him when the plane landed in Washington, as has been speculated.
In any case, he sald, **'I would not have felt any offense in

& critical period like that and carrying the burden and
troubles that he was carrying.?? o ‘

—He was surprised that the ramp was removed from the plane
after Kennedy’s body was unloaded. He said, *°*It didn’t occur
to me that the ramp would be removed and we would not be :

rivileged to go down the same ramp with the body.?? Asked
if he inguired about it or considered it a family matter, he

angwered, “‘No, I just observed it, as I 4i1d a good many things.??

~There was no truth to reports that Mrs. Kennedy was aloof ‘
to him. *‘iirs. Kennedy talked to me and expressei hergelf to
me a number of times,** he paid. **And for the stories to have
any merlit at all, there would have to be a lot of hypocrisy
involved, and I know thdt that term should never be
"aspoclated with Jacqueline Kennedy.?? ;
Johnson sald that contrary to published reports before the
assassination he had every assurance from Kennedy that he would
again be the vice-presidential candidate in 1964.
Y'If you’re asking 4id I seek asswurances, the answer 1g
*no.? *? he replied. °*‘If you’re asking did I velieve that
I had assurances, that answer is a positive *yes.? I never
distrusted President Kennedy. Maybe one of my wealnesses, I
distrust. very few people.?? . .
At a2nother point he said that while he and the President
*Swere not 1like brothers, we were not constant companions,??
he felt he had been treated falrly and with respect.
Johnson sald that some of the people who resigned from
.the White House staff ‘*‘are among the people who I aimire for
what they did for their countrf. Ted Borensen, who I believed
to be the President?®s prineipal personal cownsellor, I thought
certainly the ablest person in hls viceinity, and ﬁerhaps the
most devoted and, dedicated to what was best for this counfry..
He gerved me falthfully, but for only a short perlod of time.
“T1 nated to see him:leave. I think he Honestly, . .
consclentiously left on his own accord without any direction .
from anyone else, because he Jjust felt that he—the White House
- would never be the gsame, the relationshlp was gone.?? _
#E¥lgKed if he felt he was operating under the handicap of
a shaiow because of the events in Dallas, Johnson replieds
*3Y¥es, I had many prcblems in my conduct of the office being
contrasted with President Kennedy®s conduct of the offlce,
with my manner of dealing with things and with his manner,
" with mRy accent and hls accent, wilith my background and his
background . - : | '
. %%He was a great public hero and anything that I d4id that
someone didn’t apyrove of, they would always feel that Presldent
Kennedy wouldn’t have done that-—that he would have done 1% :
in a different way, that he wouldn’t have made that mistalke.
$9ind when T had some minor Bay of Pigs, or missile crisis,
or difficulties as he had with Karushchev in Vienna and came
back and added billions to the defense budget and recommended
to us and Congress that we call up the reserves-which we did
to-get.read¥ or a crisis that really didn’t develop-—but
. when I had those things happen to me there was 2 group in the -
~icountry, and veiz important, and influential molders of oplnion
who I think gen nely felt tnat 1 President Kennedy had been
- there those things wouldn?t have happened to him. And I hoved
it wouldn®t have. And maybe i1t wouldn®t have—because it was
a‘problem.*? A o _ :
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