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Lawyers Clash

" More Controversy

ATR — C

In Assassination

San Diego

Two attorneys for the
~ Warren Commission which |
investigated the assassina-|
tion of President Kennedy
clashed yesterday with two
critics of the Commission’s
report.

Joseph A, Ball, a senior}
counsel for the Commission,
and law professor Wesley J.!
Liebeler, a Commission jun-|
ior attorney, traded sharp|
statements with authors
Mark Lane and Edward J.
Epstein.

- At several points, Lane,
author of “Rush to Judg-
ment” and the attorney for
the mother of accused assas-
sin Lee Harvey Oswald,
called the Commission report
fraudulent. _

" Appearing on a panel at
the Associated Press Manag-
ing Editors Association Con-
vention, Ball and Liebeler
called the report fair and
conclusive and. criticized
Lane and Epstein, author of |
“Inquest.” :

IGNORED

Ball hinted the critics of
the report ignored evidence
in shaping their versions of
the Kennedy slaying. The
commission found that Os-
wald along killed President

Kenn&dy. i [

At the core of the contro-
versy was the decision of the
U.S. Government and the
Kennedy family- to withhold
from public release aufopsy
photos and X-rays of the
dead President’s body.

Epstein said most theories
that the assassination was
the resulf of a conspiracy de-
pend on the autopsy photos.

He said the autopsy report
indicated one bullet went|
through Mr. Kennedy’'s
throat and hit Governor John
Connally of Texas. But, he
said, a report by two FBI
agents who were present at
the autopsy said only one

bullet hit' Mr. Kennedy's||

back and it fell out of the

wound.

MYSTERY r

“The autopsy photos might:
resolve this mystery,” Ep-|
stein said. “In a nutshell, if |
these autopsy photox reveal
that the bullet exite dthe
throat, the possibility there
was a second assassin will be
virtually reduced to nil.

“If they reveal-that the
bullet in question did not
pass through the body . . .
that would substantially re-
duce the probability that
Kennedy was killed by a sin-
gle assassin.”

Critics of the Warren Com-
mission have said Oswald
c¢ould not have fired three
bullets quickly enough and,
therefore, there may have
been more than one assassin.

- Liebeler and Lane had the
sharpest exchange, with Lie-
beler inviting the author to
tile a libel suit against him.

‘DISTORTION’

Liebeler said Lane’s book
was a ‘““tissue of distortion”
and he said when he had
made similar charges pre-
viously Lane had threatened |
to sue him.

“I've been waiting anxious-
ly for those papers ever
[since,” Liebeler said. “If you!

'have them here . .. I'll he!

J'glald to accept service of’

[process ... because you|
‘know very well as soon as|
{you do that, you're going to
(have to submit yourself to
deposition under oath, and go
through discovery procee-
dins, and that day I'll wait
for, Mr. Lane.”

Lane,. sitting next to Lie-

have them very soon.”
CONTRADICTION

ren Commission attorneys

tion posed by the autopsy re-
port and the FBI version and
did not include the FBI state-
ment in the final report.
Liebeler, in criticizing Ep-
'stein’'s book, said faulty re-

isearch and scholarship went

beler, said quietly, “You'll

Epstein charged that War-'
i did not resolve the contradic-'
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into its preparation.

“This book,” he said, “has
done more to impugn the in-
tegrity of the Warren Report
than Mark Lane did. Epstein
owes anobligation to the
public to explain his work.”

Lane accused the press of
failing in its duty following
the assassination. :

“Where was the press dur-
ing the investigation by the
Warren Commission?” he
asked. “The press miserably
failed the American public

| by not demanding open hear-
.ings of the Warren Commis-|

sion.”

Ball is a Long Beach attor-
ney and a former president
of the California Bar Asso-
ciation. Liebeler is a profes-
sor of law at UCLA.
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