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The Director ot the irchives snurht ta content hisel?® wit the

mdrz statemont there wes no transerivt of 2ny executive session of Janusry
22, 1964, It is 5 rrover buresucrstic concent, or st lesat the accepted one:
ke did nét, in his own eﬁcv, misrspresent; he mersly didn't answer, didn't tell
the trush. 1 hove giben nim proof thers psa teen zuch = session. There was
no Scamission from which the informstion could bs elicitedi. Ile bessed the buck
t~» nothing.

“hen I ssked him for the bills coverine thst deta n- 4id nnt
resrond. fe siuwwle ‘gnored the request, =nd for sn unconscionstly lons time,

it

even after I repested 1t and czlled to his at+ention.

So, on next to ths 1 st dsy ol the yesr I syresred =t the ~rchives
end asked for the files covering the court reportins services. They ar: two,
net listed in eisher the so;caLled list of tasic ssurce m@}eri%ls, the gitterish

that v-sses 3s & bibliograshy, and the files list, no t gfuch mere meaningful.

Tris I publish in POIT MOET

Une bes hesded, "Preszidentisl Comnission, Tenorting
Service", the other "Ward % Pesul, Leporters",

It seems as though Senstor Hussell's recomrendstion carried weirht.
The firm of Tard =nd Isul, @n exverienced, comm=tent ons, Fot the jeb at the
going rate., Jesse “erd, Jr., = well-kano"n figure nn Zapitol Hill to my owm
¥nowledge Iar more then IC yaafé wrote the “nief Justice = letter zetting lorth
standard terms znd ienkin ra:lied, sccevting tue ofler. Th:s other sprlicants were
ignored, from thae filss

To whuf might bs regsrded =s stsnderd conditions, “ard sdded the
of 'er to deliver 511 the stenecgrsvhic notes, =nd the recordinzs (they used
distatelts) to t o Commission, regulsrly, for destructinn. .hether or no* this
wze stipulsted verboelly, not in sny comunicztion o the roporters, te files
do not reveal., loraslly, the reporter is expect-d %o keep nis originzl notes :nd

to te =ble %o testily in sny subsequent leg:l rvrocseding «ith taem 1in his hend.



The filss skso disclose tzot ward was as good 2s his word - sozmeticmes
tetter. Dach dnys nroceedings wer- dslivered tae {-llovwinz mrrniny, each
acconnenied by = prigted receipt form. Gankin stipulsted th= few “e-n’e suthorized
to sceernt thf.trenscriptléf tegtimony - =nd his staff coumel vere not so
trusted - =n: esch such transcrint is covered by » receipt. Thst duted Janusry 22,
1964 is perticularly interesting, not slone btecsuse it is the firest. It is
Heceipt Mo. 3001l. It resds, “"received from /iRD & :UL {blunk filied in wih the
word) nine copies of trenseripts ol proceedings tefore (blsnk filles in) the
tresident's Commissicn on the Assassinstion of President Yennedy". The vricted

in
form continues, "in re" anl there is smmother leng blank %2 which wse typed

at
*POP SECRET", tken, sgein printed "held &k “sshington, D.C. on", with the date

adced, "Jemuery 21, 1964".

“hat iz especislly fescinsting iz this: BCcord%ng to the printed
trpes trenseripts sud everythine slse I con find, thers were ﬁo "proceesdings
befnre the Trosident's Comnission" tefore Fetrusry 3, *hen Kerine Csweld was the
carefully-selected first witness!

There wss, howsver, an executive sessicn thet daye. +i the Commissdon
zot nins copies of the transeriph, this nrovided but two for the files =nd =@y
other purposes, once the sevsn members of the Commission esch zot one. Zven %his

copies of the hearings

secant numter turned out to be oo many/Tor the penypinching RBsnkin, whn on ey 4
orote Ward snd Paul, "Thrls is to inform you thst -s of this dete on the demositions
only the Commission will require e totsl of six cogpies rather than the ten" with
which 1t hed begun. .het esbout thet plsint ol the membe rs thet esch one stayed
swske to the wee smell hours after his ragular busy dsy sedulously studyinz the
words of the more tuan 500 "witnesses"? Uith one copy svailable for the vl tness'
nerusal, even «ith none for the stsff £here wersa stilil two wiimzxE .embers vwhe could
not heve seen the trsnscripts. It is cert:in there were file snd staff copies. It

ie =len certain that the pious vlsint of the mesmbers #s s rublic-relstions fraud,

W
m

other n” +the files make =g FExiximx clear.



Tell, aside from the other recuired f~rm-fillins on Receipt Lo, 3001
for the stencgr:phic trapscript, the neme of tae reciplent, Julis T. Zide, tue
deliverer, Jesse R, Ward, Jr., himself, and the time, 835 Q.m. (2nd z.m. is not
specifiedj, theré rémﬁ{né a.singls significant additicn. In the middle of tke
form, where thers is zn sbtundsnce of btlsnl space, these words sre typed:

"slec, Reporter's notes, mester sheets, carben peper, ®maste."

There it is. Everything is turned over to the Commiszicn fnr
destruction, 'nd not even & single stzff counsel is sntrusted with this
respensitility. If there is s guesticn sbout tke testimony, there csn bte no
enswer. Zven ths disctbelts were shredded. And there wers suestinns, =oms
anticipated 2nd eliminated by the reporter. Tor exsmple, sttached to the
Jyne 8 receirvt fr the 82 puges of the dune & depositinn of Eillism Xirk
“tuckey, tie newspaper sri radio raporter wao hod persenazl contset with Usugld
in “ew Crlesns, iz this note, typed on half of 2 sheet of the specially-printed
ditte pesper used for the tronseripts: N, te to Lil- we will use phoiocovy)

"They spoxe of Commission Bxhibit (Stuekey) No. 4 ssk hsvins been marked for
identificstion, but nowhere wse this done. *% was not clesr where it wes merked,
if it was. So L msde no mention of it, 2ither, in the trunseri-t or ths index.
Ferhaps you will went to cheek it. Al Loda"

It is trult an zccomodsting reportsr who eliminstes "cquestions™ in
ndvance.,

Zhould thers remsin in the: reader's wind, = fter my ssgsursncse that
Verd contrscted to deliver his regporters' notes, dictabelts, esarbon poper end
miscelleneous trach, every sersp oi i%t, to the conscientious Renkin so toe
pennyrcincher could zssure him self of the proper destruction ef the original wm:terisel,
& rather unusuzl diligence wnen the subject-mztter of the insuiry wes Ihe murder
of sn Americen President, I present thisz tyved note: Lil- we'll uss & vhotocopy

na/9/64 - 10:30 =2.m. ¥r. Elmer Hocre of Sec-et Service took sll thm

@s w2ste material delivered by .ard snd Taul teo date to b bturned w“ith other



matter st the Jhite liouse under xxé suvervision of “hite rouse Felice. Julis Eide".

Uoes it sound like = pulace plot? It wes the norm, the reguler function-
ing of th‘s Commizzicn. 311 the imperiSheblé records perished by the ilsme, in
the ¥hite Housze %hdse.occupént took it ovar cniy becauze of the murder teing
"investigzted”.

Is there = suestion about the testimony? Thet h-g been reszolved.
“hatever the Commissinn wsnted the record to Sh“w,.thet it shows, 2nd there is none
to geinsay it, not even = mute gray a;k to oprose it.

But everybody does have to get p.id, &nd there must b: some kind of a
record ol the veyment. s«ith tue contrsct vroviding for 3 page rate of conpenss-
tien to Jard & Peaul, evary nsge for which they were psald h2d to e tabulsted.

Thelr first bill to toe Commission wes for 84, 628.75.% this covered
thz month of Februsry, sswell ss the first tiem, "Iin. 21 & 27, Orig end 8 copies"”,
& total of 202 psges st the Dage Rate ~f $2.30", or%EE0.0d. Taese were executive
sessions. rrom Jenuary 2l throush Februsry 27, all items were merked "DATLY

Delivery szve one, Aifter the trenseripts of "Feb. 4,5 % 6", the dstes of Lorins's

originel testimony, there sy-csers this notstion "RUSH Delitery { 4.i. Session of the

6th only)". Perhsps, come time i- the future, our snslysis will tell uz what there
w8g in Merina's testimony of thet Thursdsy morning thst excited 4ais great and,

for s penurious m:n like Renkin, costly extrs service. On it, thevpsge raste went

up from the $2.55 for the tenGeopy sefs of trenseripts to 2.05 - snd Rankin ie the

men wno réfused to spend pennies for copiesef the pictures of tie Tresident's

murder. I doubt *f it is tie last thing che then said (IF103), that her lste husbend

the accused ssssssin never ssid "anything 2zninst the leaders of" the Ynited testes
governmant.

e
were it ths = ftsrnoon zassion, then ths rss.on #ould bs obvinus. " hose

nunercus lies %o which sane glibly testified, knon ss lies to the Commissicn, pleased

it no end. Ior exsmple, of the rifle she had imx =2lrssdy to,d tha gov:rnment she

could neot identify, she hed the headline-grebiing formulation (1H119):



"Thi= is the frteful rifle of Tes Nzwaldr,

I could Aalsn have hsd irterest in thess few unwelcome siines she
tlurted out, like her excalzntion sbout tie paner 1n whieh her hustund hzng
a1legedly égrrieﬂ ﬁae rifle té.work th- mornin o ths assassinat on, "It wasn't

(1120)

trown be ore", ix Thue she made vublic whst had been hivden, thet the FBI's
"work" on that "evidence” had entirely chenged its charactir. About the =mmuni-
tion with which ber husbsnd sllezedly shot tne Fresicent, "I n-ver ssw sny chells" (1
(ix120 "hile she did lie (1H123 end utter those words so rrized by the
Ccmmission, saying "In Wew Orleens "He told me when we were in New Crlsans
that he wes 2 Communiet”, which ne certsinly had not, for he was virulently
anti-Communist, she could not resist adding,"but I didn't telieve him, t=csuse I
szid, ' Vhet kind of Cowmunist =re you if you don't like the Communists in Pussiatgn

X&¥ To her lee, the Russisns were "fs3, stinking_politicians", znd I
the smsriean Jommuni:te hzd "betrayed the workinz class", btut she h- 4 testified
he told her he wss # Comrunist.

‘hen we stop to wondes what might heve be:n it the rathsr lsrge
number of pictures Skinflint Renkin could have bou-ht with the 2107 extre he
prid for that "RUSE Delivery” of her Tursdsy morning testimonv, esch pizture costing
tut pennies 0 nrint, we ¥mow only tust he regerded it ss significant. The tuestion
"why", Temporarily, remsins.

But ther remsins ro cuestion =t all about the last item, or of the

Jenuary 22 executive session of the Commissidn, for which st grest cost all
those Texas ofrficizls, busy -nd imgortsnt in their cwn State, were s=o urgsntly
flown to Weshington s month »fter whet they ‘ere asked about wes in the pPEp ers
but ths very moment +hey showed signs of officisl cornizence, or mﬁking an

officisl,record o the rossibility Lee H:rvey Nswsld hsd been sone kind of

(0]

agent ol some f:dersl int.lligence zarvie

iftar 211 th- other items in this bill, cut of chronslogical rodero

here it would hzve been the second item, there is this one for "Jen.22", the



8
chgnge in p=ge rete recuirins & separate listing:

"o write-up (reportgr's notes confiscsted by Commission) pages
estimsted”. Then, thiz session shut kegen 2t the end o the workin: day - s little
efter the snd of the normal one - was_estimzted to have taxen 30 nages, much less
than it undoubtedly did, for which Ward % Faul cherged st the fantreticelly chesp
rete of 20.825 per non-existent psge, giving thae highly-psid reportzg.? the cowpany,
between them, s mere $24.75.

There sra» feww court riperters willing, hsé this one gotien &2ll 24,75
of whet was billed, to sit around beginning supper time for several hours, pay
ean fazres znd toings like thot, for what to them mx is such 2 smell sum. Verd &
Faul hsd the office steffs standing by, with those who do the ectusl typping,
thoze who do the duplicsting, etc., ready to rush the whole bit through, Tor ¥kx
this trensceript didn't beg'n until well =fter thes %time of the dsy %ne usu=l ones
ended, =zni it is no cinch to deliver & compztent trenecrint” first thing the
frllowine morning. Terd % Peul burt, but ‘uey hurt in silence.

Only this muts bill, of all the enormity of that wast literary
guicksand of the estimated 30U cublce feet of tas Commission's still-existing
files, telks uz wust happensd to the executive session of Jepusry 22, 1964, where
the Texss offieials drovmed sverything teo tell what they knew or had heszrd of
Oswald as & fedsrsl agsnt.

The words were naver typed. The words thet were redorded were shredded
" thenburned - in the White House tenmnted by the men who beczams i%s occupent by
tae nurder kxiwzxzx thus "investigoted" by thosze to whom hz, personslly, had
sssigned the tesk. 1t ie 8 mere then ususlly ghouilish facet of the kiscBethisn
drsma, Therefors, I hasten to 23éd, not for ths first time, tnst I do not
Believe uim sn esseszin, do not bsllieve he ordered the murder, wag in =ay Wy
contectad with it - ssve as its beneficisry. Unfortunstely, this 4id nét over-
come his politicel instincts. He did not recgll the injunction for Caezerts wife

and the cleanliness of he: skirts, which is -lso spplicasble io the Iresident of

the United States, perticularly when he takes office through the murder he is
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and had hesrd, bbout what the federsl governmient svoided when it was
public, when i% t2s in thes cress, sbout which =11 the investigations wsre
fremed in sdvence where they were not elimin:ted to begin .ith, sbous
QEKEXE fgent Oswold.

John Xennedy's fevorite took of the Eibl: iz mine, In Fecclesiates
it 'is written,Bhere is & time 2nd # place for everythins".

Tnis wae the time of "reporter's notes confiscated by Commission',
ths time of "o write-up", the time "lir. Elmer Monre of Secret Service took sll"
the rnotes »f the r=porter, sll his carbon prper, == the wested pages, 21l ths
waste of svrious kinds " %o be burned 2 the “hite Houze.

4 time %o bte born a2nl a time to die;

£ tims to sow snd a time to resp thst which has been sown.

A time to shred snd s time to burn.

A times to freme.

A time te hide.

4 time to meke “scBeth ¢f & hack

A time for & coup d'etst.

4nd s time to pressrve the coup d'etst.

Thers is, indeed, s time 2nd £ pdsce for svirytiring.

Junuary 21 5y 1964, was ths time tns succeszion of wyndon Johrnson was
in jeopsrdy, th: time when federal involvem:nt, whether or net involuntery, in
the murder of the Prezident, became wmaxwidwkim 2 mstter of nfficizl defersl
federsl recerd, s record for histery, s danger to the coup d'etst thst begen at
12:30 the sfternoon of “ovember 22, 1963, in Delsge “esley Plszs, Dalles Texas,
where the rbtight warming sun shined after a rsinin-, dreery morning, with the
popular younz TFsesident murdered in tie midile of a friendly wsve at tie
unéxpectedly l=rge end warm crwod erowds in the hoart of enemy territory.

It thus ®scsme tae time for the shredding end burning ol the

evidence.
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The ‘merifsn way iz more subtle 2= it i: more =7 ectiva.

It burns evidence.

nd it sees to it, wuletly, ef’eciently, effectivsly, th=t %t undurned
Looks are"ﬁﬁavailabie. :hiéh is botter ths burning.

But burning was not Rankin's only answer,

Cur exasminetion of the files on the renirting services i: not comvl:ste,

If the files sre = 2nd todsy who cen say - there rems=ins p:rhaps @ greaser
sczndal. Elsswhere I discuss at sowe length the trsonscript of the executiw
session of Zeptember 16, 1564, the Commission's last, at which some of the

disquite disquidded m:mbers recorded their misgivings at the content of the Report

then sbout te be published. They msde #» record for hiztory for themselves-
or at least so they thought. In those psssages I detail whst wss éeid thst ne
,onger exists, show with photocopies of % once "TRP SEC/LT" executiv. sessions
how it was £11 corrupted, how it wes not, iz fact, = t::nséfijt, certainly net a
Ward & Pzul irsnscript.

Tith the bills - snd remembsr, everybody gets psid - in my hande, I zouzht
onas to cover, no nztter how inzdewmustely, no matter st how reduced snd unprofitstle
8 rate, the exscutive session ol September 16, 1964, the historic one irn thich the
members nf the Crrmigsion disngreed with the conclusions vrefabricated +o be=r their
sipnatures =rd with thsm the weight of their sminence, the persussiveness of their

reputaticns.
There is nonel

From my psge bty pese, rsceipt by receivt, bil by bill exsminstion of
Files "Presidentisl Cowmission 10" anngggid % Psul Reporters", the lsst h=sring
was that of Liarins Cswsld,st the Dellas 4ir Stetion Sunday. Spetmember 6, 1964.
memberz hed had and exnressed thes decpest misgivings. Iarins
hed chanzed her story (but th: Report wss not chznged). ilowever, there uss the

donn D
subsequent snd lost teostimony of KISEETX Gellsgher, the FBI's spectogravhic expert

wio was uever 2s~ed & cuestion zbtout his still-supmiessed spsctirogrethic anslysi

5]
[17]
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of tha fuked "bslliztics evideice” of the =zssassinetion, that of the bullet am
frengem fregmentes o legedly used bui nevar proved to huve e n used in the murder.
dis Ssptember 15 testimony is publiched (15E756), but the bidl for thez taking
of ths deposition is Xed through. lppriopriste, for cen one imagine th - integrity
of sn investigotion that tulzes only inconpetent testinory zbout ths mest basic

evidence, from s witnses who iz careful as the FBI's firesms expert, Hobsrt frazier,

was ecareful o do, &8 I brought %o licht in THITT (; T J, then =23k%s no
gingle question of tue one corpetent witness, the men who did ithe work, smde the
study, ani tien doesn't even cell him as s witness until sfter the <nire
maseive Repert hss Ttesn not only written but sek in tyve and rady for the press
rolling.

S0, we hove no record of eny offieisl reporter making @y Txxxinzgx
official record of the Cormission's most importsn- dzliberations. Thers is ho
till in thz files.

There is nothing to szy thers was "no write-up”, there wers no
rotes ta be "corfisceted by Commizsien", no need for =zhredding and "hite
E, use bizmxmx burning.

If tuere is sn error in eny of the bills or recipts, © erime hss
been conmitted. Bvery one is sworn to btefore s notsry putlic. lesto including
tke one sbovs cited, by ard{ % Peul's long-tims m nzger, vho I Xnew well
%0 years =go. ~& is ¥Yayne Birdsell. T e iarch 10, 1964 bill, covering averything
up to =nd including the end of February, wos yr=xarxax sworn to before inthony S.
Pastnyck (rizht), Notery Futlie, D.C. Lisreh 11.

It is with the rewriting of history, with coups d%etets, with the
framing of the dead Dreyfuses end of sll tue living end thos: yst unborn with them
sg it is with the skinning of c=ts. There is.mcr% then ons way.

Thie Commission, this Kenkin, this government, sinned its cats its

own WYy
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