WALKER LOSES

LOUl _ﬂﬁ SUIT

udgment Agamst 1P,
AP Reversed

WASHINGTON (AP) — The
Supreme Court reversed Mon-
day a $75,000 judgment former
Maj. Gen. Edwin A, Walker had
won against The Associated
Press and The Times-Picayune
Publishing Corp in Louisiana
courts.

The Judgment was thrown out
in a brief unsigned ruling in
which the court cited its deci-
sion of last June that public fig-
ures—like public officials—can-
not recover libel damages with-
out a showing of actual malice.

The AP had said in its appeal
that the Louisiana judgment
was in “direct' and irreconcil-
able conflict” with the June de-| -
cision.

‘Walker’s suit was based on
AP accounts of his activities at
the University of Mississippi
campus at Oxford in'1962 dur-
ing disorders accompanying the
admission of a Negro, James
Meredith, into the University.

,Last June the court threw out
a $500,000 judgment Walker had
won. against AP in a Texas
state court. Both suits were
based on reports of the Oxford
incident. |

In the Louisiana case aitor~
neys for Walker asked the Su-
preme Court to let the judgment
stand. They said there were "de-
famatory statements’ in the AP
accounts “found to be false by
both the trial jury and the Lou-
isiana court of appeals.”




