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M
artin 0. W

aldron Is D
ead at 56; 

R
eporting L

eatoaP
tilitzer: P

rize 

T
h

e N
ew

 Y
ork

 T
im

es 

N
erds °. W

aldron 

party som
ew

here, and everybody from
 

the M
ayor on dow

n w
ould be there, and 

how
 he got all those people together, no 

one knew
,' 

M
r. W

ald
ron

 w
as b

orn
 in

 C
alcasieu

 
P

arish
, L

a., on
 F

eb
. 2, 1925. H

e sp
en

t 
m

uch of his career as a new
sm

an in A
t-

lanta, B
irm

ingham
, A

la., and T
allahas-

see, F
la. b

efore join
in

g T
h

e T
im

es in
 

1965. A
ssigned to H

ouston as a national 
correspondent and bureau chief, he did a 
num

ber of m
ajor investigative reports in 

ad
d

ition
 to h

is regu
lar coverage. H

e re- ,4 
turned to N

ew
 Y

ork in 1975 and w
as as-

sign
ed

 to T
ren

ton
 as b

u
reau

 ch
ief in

 
January 1976. 

M
r. W

ald
ron

 atten
d

ed
 B

irm
in

gh
am

 
Southern C

ollege, M
iddle G

eorgia C
ol- 

G
eorgia T

ech
 an

d
 A

tlan
ta L

aw
 

1, earning a B
achelor of A

rts degree 
at B

irm
ingham

 Southern. H
e also found 

tim
e to w

ork as a rew
ritem

an for T
he A

t-
lanta C

onstitution and to run a farm
. 

A
labam

a to F
lorida 

H
is teal as an

 in
vestigative rep

orter 
w

as first d
em

on
strated

 w
ith

 T
h

e B
ir-

m
ingham

 A
ge-H

erald and T
he B

irm
ing-

ham
 P

ost-H
erald. T

hen he m
oved to F

lor-
ida and becam

e the correspondent in T
al-

lah
assee for T

h
e T

am
p

a T
rib

u
n

e an
d

 
then for T

heSt. P
etersburg T

im
es. 

M
r. W

aldron is survived by his w
ife, 

A
nn, a w

riter; three sons, P
eter, of O

lym
-

pia, W
ash., T

hom
as, of H

ightstow
n, and 

M
artin 3d, a student at R

ice U
niversity; a 

daughter, L
aura, of P

ortland, O
re.; his 

p
aren

ts, M
artin

 an
d

 N
ellie of C

am
illa, 

G
a.; tw

o brothers, A
llan, of T

allahassee, 
and L

ynn, of W
alla W

alla, W
ash., and a 

sister, B
everly P

itts of T
allahassee. 

T
h

ere w
ill b

e a fu
n

eral service at II 
A

.M
. tom

orrow
 at the N

assau P
resbyte-

rian a
n

tIV
IS

 in P
rinceton, N

.J. 

• 
• 

/erten
°. W

ald
ron

; ch
ief of U

n
treated

 
bureau of T

he N
ew

 Y
ork T

im
es. *bosh 

reporting w
on a P

ulitzer P
rize fcir T

he St. 
P

etersb
u

rg (F
la.) T

im
es, d

ied
 of h

eart 
disease yesterday at his hom

e in iiights-
W

elt, N
.T

. H
e em

ail years old. 
M

r. W
ald

ron
, a tu

m
p

led
 gIb

gatioas 
Sentberner w

ith a gravelly V
ika w

ho w
as 

Inm
an to his associates as M

o, B
ad had a 

heart problem
 for several years and be-

ads* seriou
sly III last year. In

 h
is list 

m
ajor assign

m
en

t, h
e d

id
 exten

sive re-
porting for a series on the business rela-
tionrdtips betw

een local governm
ent and 

the A
tlantic C

ity gam
bling casinos. 

h
i 1963, M

r. W
ald

ron
 w

rote 150,000 
w

ord
s for T

h
e S

t. P
etersb

u
rg T

im
es 

ab
ou

t, extravagan
cea an

d
 b

u
d

getary 
ab

u
ses in

 th
e b

u
ild

in
g of th

e S
u

n
sh

in
e 

S
tate P

ark
w

ay in
 F

lorid
a. H

e rep
orted

 
that the cost to the taxpayers rose to $400 
m

illion
, from

 $100 m
illion

, b
ecau

se of 
w

h
at w

as d
escrib

ed
 as "

reck
less, 1m

-
checked Spending" by the state's T

urn-
pike A

uthority.. 
ihearticies led to a series of new

 law
s, 

the reorganization of the state road-con-
struction program

 and the ouster of the 
authority's chairm

an. T
hey also brought 

a P
ulitzer P

rize for public service to the 
paper. M

r. W
aldron also received three 

A
ssociated P

ress aw
ards for public-serv-

ice rep
ortin

g in
 A

lab
am

a an
d

 F
lorid

a, 
F

lorida's O
utstanding N

ew
sm

an A
w

ard 
and a Sigm

a D
elta C

hi A
w

ard. 
T

he enthusiasm
 M

r. W
aldron brought 

to 
 

forte
 

 go ooeosd si,o  good sdrink
, 

 m
atch

ed
  y

ta
ik

  zest 
 and 

good com
pany. 

A
rthur G

elb, deputy m
anaging editor 

O
f T

h
e N

ew
 Y

ork
 T

im
es, recalled

 th
at 

"no m
atter w

hat tow
n you w

ere in, if M
o 

W
aldron w

as in tow
n, there w

ould be a 


