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Er, Fartin Yaldron
Hew York Times

229 W, 23 5t.,

- Heow Yo::k. H.X. 10036

wamuteaagolfmmdnahoﬂ conversation ﬂithJorm&wdm I returned
his cill. I had been in Washington for e phlebitis checkup (the anticosgnient, although
I am more mobile, is inorcased). Beccause I sm stilil unsble to @rive thet distance without
being exhausted for several days, = side corment thet I think will have relevence, I
used the rather poor bus.

All John wanted to know is whether I had told him that CBS had psdd Cliff
Andrews for an interview. X had heard thig. I have no irdeperndent reccllsction of having
told Johns Or you. Or anyone slse. But I would have told anyone working on the story. B

Because 1 had no independent recollection I #o0ld Jobn XI'd best go over what I
recalled to see if it could bring hack my source., I did this. He said that Rather denfed
- paying Apdrews. I do not recall the exact words. But X do know that while Bather may
not have, others may heve., The story I heard is thet Andrews got £1,000 for the interview
in Hew York, heisted a car in Cenada, was rearrosted nsar Calgery, and tried unsouesasfully
to hit CBS again thereafter. In telling hiy the ztory I came to believe thet my source
¥eg oo ¥ho hed besn told this by one who aald he had boen told by Andrevs.

wwn'thmmmswdwmtﬂmmem.JWWsm
has in his note my having told him thés story. The enly sense in which I could have,
heving and to Jobn's knowledge having no possibility of firstehsnd inowlddge, has to
have been for kim %o follow if it interssted him. 1 have never met C3iff. I have never
seen i picture. I have vever had s letter mf or a call frem him, in fact as I under—
stand hie approach, it specificall mge 1 am surs John Xnowa this. I em also
sure that he knows I arm pretiy immo end can % have first-hand krowledge. I an sure
1 told him I never believed the andvews story fTom the first. 4nd I can date my ommmlmt
Tirst knowledge preciselye. I believe but I am not certain that this particular timing
suggesied certein possibiiities to me and I may well have %old John what they axe,

4z I say, John %old me that Rather derded peying Cliff. I did not ask "did enyone
else®™ or the other possibilities. I merely safid that Andrews is 2 con man and i€ I had
to make a choice between ather's word and Andvews' I'@ believe Rather, {To whom I've
never talked snd to whom I've written two lettsrs sbout ethies, unanswored.,)

John gaid this 48 all he wanted to know and that was the end of the comversedion.

Once again his entire mauner as well as his words troubled ms. Even the way he
put it to my wife when he called at 1315 p.me, that be would like ms to esll him when
I“mym"shatﬂamthhuhmlualﬂmdinmdoorandthovmﬁ:.sinhertﬂttm
rexminder. :

mamujmtmgtoemunatmmmmmte fmwhaths
is vorking on. But the other possibdlity is why I write thia, close to immedistely,
for the recoxd, Iﬁidtophmemuﬁmumeithzrmtinardidmtmer. I%
~wes approximately 5:30-5145,

: !mknwlumdmdwbythe?ﬂmsmt@mpnmmtom.mm&hem
mtmhasytohmuwmt}nmfuzmﬁm,wﬁl&mtﬂnﬁhgtimtom
mtoﬁu,mwzfmlmummmmmmmmmuommr

FOIA. Now I wondoer sbout this as it relabtes to me.




Hedther, including John's “That's all I wanted to know,® is consistent with
strfaght Journslism, Hor is ind@ifference whon the Tizes Washington Buresn got a relsase,
hand-delivered, sbout my offer of this new evidenoce and it had the same thing on the
TLiy news wiree

. ¥aybo this is much ado ebout nothing. Faybe it is just #ohn's menner and some .
arcane journalistic concepts in your Washington bureeas. I'm ‘taking this time because
I think there i3 a reasomable {vtergretation that it is not.

1f you care to cémumnicste this to anyone else at the Tiues, including what
ollows, please do,

Hy belief, which I'd ynther have not ve the fsaet, ie thet thds i intended
as st atisok on me gnd for this use in the Tiges. :

There is & long hibstory between me and the Lires and 1ts attitude toward the
sideﬁfcmmrsialisammvhiehitdem,itammmﬂmahdxtsmeeri

.withmmurdtomaulnyﬂarkuullnthammwnthvhichﬂﬁmlsmpam

for defmmations, fore that under the ciroumstances I think it best net to tell you or
a.wmaelse.Mlmmutmmﬂwmum,mitmlﬂmmmm“
for doing no more than pasaing on & tip anybedy vast iindersartsn should kmow could '
hawbemmmmmmtemmm'm,Iwﬂlseakcomml.lthinktmtnth
8 long history 1t ¥ill crmose the malios line, if it hasn't slreedy. If it ocomes %o this,
as I once discussed with John in asking Mm ¢o keep full potes on what he was learning,
the Tizes will find that T have fairly full records that nobody ot the *izes hag.{The
occasslon, by the way, was when John called me from “alifcmmin to %0l) me thet the
Mnktom!aymthnmmﬂsmmumethmmﬁthtMammt
Ihadg.‘l.m-l’a)mandthataemldfrmkmdsmmmmﬂpﬂmﬂﬂﬂﬂtha
M&fmemmdermmdahoftmﬁthmmtmmdapmh, for a "“fuil
seale judieial inguiry,” approz. We did ask for these things cn discovexry, as the court
andmmmaﬂnm."'mwmm-mgmtfmwmmhamue% i
anycne of sycophantic predisposition. Thus a 7= part of &y C.A.T5«1996,) :

All of this began when I suggested the existence of & legitimate atory to you. a3
A% that tiwe I had never spoken to John. 4s you know I asked mothing in return. As I have
sinoe tolé you, {rom what * knew of you of the past I spent what for me is a considerable

; smnnithnnpessibilityormkindofbenafittommmaﬁmtobanhelpfu;aa
.1 could be %o the Tiges.is you also know I have offered the Times, tH¥ugh you, ejclusives
.w!nrelhwmaonﬂictnfinter&atmﬁminaahngmmnginﬁmHlnnlhava

large debts and no reguler incose selfishness in this ia nit easily atiributed to me.

As a satter of fact. I have elso 4old you that &ohn did not resd Post Horten vwhen
it was taken from you and glven %o hiz. Nor éid he ever gut back to me except for a
eingle irrelevant guestion he phoned me from, he said,CEdiformis, There is in this bosk
accurate goientifiec dads,kmowlodse of which he cduld use in the Bing case, He also did
not tell mo either thak he had not complesed thianasaiznment or had been taken off of
it, which limited and kendicapped me, us we havs discnsged.

As of this minute I will stahd on any representation I have ever made to anyone
on the Times as a matter of my own persondl knowledge, as distinguished from reports
that reached we that X ppssod on under circumstances that make it obvious 4t could not
be perscnal knowledge, Andrewe is an example od $his,

Imwmmttelmluyou. But when I gpoke to Hedrifk Swith about twe
different things that by normel standswds would be considered logitimate news, he told
me, without eny discussion with me, X appréximately, that he has trust in his men and
leaves these zatters up to them, Under this formmlation I felt he did not waat me to
&o further and I didn't. These had to do with the spontaneity of Levi's snuouncement of
an “Investigation” (on whichhx John told me Horrck would cell-snd Horrosk didn's - and
Bavid Belin's agreement with me after our debate in eskding a Congressional JFXK investigation,




After suppers It has boen about 10 days since John last called me, He then told
ume that the next day the DJ or FAI wes going o show him what they have sithheld from
ms sincs I filed for 4t 4/15/75 and sued for it when Levi did not respond %o my 5/5/95
appesl some tine agh. If John is the kind of reporter who has no questions hbout trds
and hasieed askted for[Freparation for this examination and from what he told me hadn'd
read what could have prepared him, that is hie affair, If the Tinee 4 the kind of paper
that goes into news seeking on mpjor events in this unprevaved manner or wents or
directs of tolerates ite people doing it, that is the Tires' pffaivr. Bugt I 2id offor
John preparation and I did address what the govermment was doing tc the modia in he
rress confersnce for which t e Tiwes had no staffer when it could gpare three, &af%ex
aorma} hours, €0 seek Bud out, That wes taped and filmed and thore wi2l de no questions
about facts or offers or selfishnesssess, I wont $o all $hdc troubls and then, to the
rress that did not have the gump¥ion, offered it free.

; I am reminded that whon Daniels beat his breast and prayed to the high
b heavans over the Bay of Pigs and I wrote and asked for his full text I got no yesponse,
t - If the Tiaes wanis to TS sithor the dail or the olosest thing to the kimk teil of errant

 officiunldon, it surely has the right- if its nose works = to clamp the nose snd serve
s this and,. : ;

(I'x reminded of 1957 and not Dandels but Daniell, when I was phaned in a hintere
land as tho only sober porecn who oould be trusted - I was workingd Whal Tondell broie
- & wozan's log in & to do what she 4id not want done, At 3 a.m. I cowldn't getfa
doctor. I found a vet. '

But 1 did offer the Times what I kmew, what I had and what I had just received
that was relevant and then and thereafter, spscifiSally in the previous convemsation
with Jolm, and it vas not £1t to print whereas whet I suspeet seems to be, vhen 1t 4s
not relevant ak in any rappresentation of either a legitimate story of the facts of the
casa, Anﬁaammlmmaakndmthingfor'tm. I d4dn't even ask your
asurances of tho recovery of zy sxpenses when 4 undertook to help, I know of nobody on
vhe Tiges who is not paid. 1 have hed no regular income, certainly no salary, for mors
than g decade. . . i _ Sy, -

: You, persomally, kuow that I offered the Times eclusively what , obtsined with
oo request for cospenkation. You know that there were cther offers I mads, hed accepted,
and asked no more than the ectusl xeroxing costs, to this day not paid.

There is nothing perscnal in this, as I'm sure you know. It is just that there
* 1s nobody elae on this on the Timee I heve any reason to have faith 4n, I think it is a
wretlhed business, I think also thet when I am $13 and can't keep up with work thet is
important to me 1t is edusive to teke my time even when I'm esleap or suppozed to be
to get as close Yo the root of the federal tail as possible while rretending stherw
wise to mee :

The State of Tennesses sow £it to dispense with Eonry Haile's services ic this
cese. The Il saw f1t 4o let Robert fragier retire when he is younger aud in better
health than “. Feither of these developments meems o have been news £1t to print, ok
was it vhen Haile, in the presence of 2 witness, personally threatened me because of my
work in this case, i

a
If John's alleged checking of no more tham za unegfirmad report l.pessed on i
. all/of a sudden nevs vhen all else I have done is not, then we will 8 situation

When I called Synday gnd you were asleep ~ had several purposes. Those I recall
have to do with offere without request for coupensation for the work I made %o you. By
then 1 bad veceived several approaches, While nothing ray come of sny, I felt obligated
to inform you. Another had to do with an FOIA suit I'd mmm never potten ardund to
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starting, I remmbegdit then, thought it coukd meke s story, your youngest could have r

handled it, s0 I called to see if you wantod it. I heve initisted i%.Thero is no pOS-
Bible answor that does 5ot hold the possibilities of g decent stury,

fo the reporter with whome omployer there ray b a reel prospect I said fhat I
had bean aasked $o hang loose until the first of thetyear and had agreed. I alsg told
him that I would, if x his people dovelope an intersst, wait only = few days after the
first,

“othdug persomal, ko, Hopafuily, this is a complete =aste of time. But if I thought
it was I'd not De wasting it.

Again intorruptions. 3ed téscplus.

If it is no more than an inept way of expressing himself dohn picked a very bed
day for this kind of thing. I've boen cut of the hospital for two months. Juring that
time the leovel of auti-coagulent preserided, aftor a temporary reduction of a gixth, was
today increased $o what it was last week, tirse times the level presuridei when I wes
discharged. What + have can be not only serious but fatal. I've lost reat I require from
John's thoughtlossness or arrogance. I ssked and received and axipec:t nothing for thiz,
I'z prepared to try to be as helpful tc#nycns, includinz ATimes people, as I cen be and

_ without any guid pro gio, ;

But I'w not prepared o accept im silence any wore of this idcd of gouse,
whether or &% not it ever appears in iype. There may well be a 1imit ¢4 what I can do.
But by now, as I think you have seen, there is no Yizdi %o whai I am wilidng to t2y. 1
do not went to, tut if I nave %o, I'1l meke & trg. If I wore not 411 thds would be
the case. I7 what I suspect, nasty business contrived against ud sné me, turns out to
be the reality, there is no illnesc short of what I do nat expoct, totsl incaracity,
that will deter what effort I can and will mebo,

Ia none of this do *.presume trat ycu sre or esn control the Tizes. I write you
for these ressons: I trus’ you ee a sore thon couppient fenortsr ard ss sn honest Zeng
there is nobddy ekse with whom I have dealtdn this story of whom I can honestly or
Tessonableysey this (at the Times)s and I think that soneone theresousht want & peper of
its reputation to-be & bit more than & phverncent esshals. ' i,

- I hops Lil has time in the morning to reed mnd correct this because I now
won't-and it will go out in the morning. : .

a wey to wind up with the sincerc hope the you heve a good year ahead, .-

Sincerely,

R B S
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12/25/75 P.S.

I'm sorry if I seem to be taking anger or disappointment out on youd., Thise is
not my intent. And I realize John can say that he was werely checking to see if I had
something, However, that would bave had morem credibility at the time I passed the report
on to him for him to investigete. It was a matter of no conseguence to me or I°d have
made a note of 1% end would have been sble to get it out and read it. idiewise does it
seen that at the time it appeared to be of no consequence to Jolm, or he'd then have
asked me my source sources. Another is not imposaible and if it is trus it would be

‘& dependable source, At the time it just mede no difference to me. CBS has a long history
of this, peying people to talk. Even staging news. Always with bad people.

Fhat does make a difference is that I can't think of & mingle decent, honest fair
Job of reporting on any political-sssassination stories that originated with thé Times'
national desl or DU bureau. There have been infrequent decent reporting Joba, far less
than was justified, by metro desk reporters. {

At every time there seems to be some new information not favorable to corrupt
government on this subject the national desk comes to its rescue. Its record of the sup-
pression of vhat by norma) stendards are legitimate stories is incredible and inecredbily
long. regardless of who presides. Post Mortem, for example, ané the lesss than honest
way in which John dealt with me an it., If John knew his nationsl desk wanted a story he'd
have had no trouble finding cne. I've you the appendix pages I had noted for him to -
make this easy. -

For a dogen years 4t has beem no more than en afjunct of corruption in government,

The exceptiens are when soreons 1like you worked on the Xing case, You can reread
some of those stories with pride. S0 can »eiferman and others. In faet, this is one of
the things John argued with me, when I said the contemperancous repting was excellent.

I can't think of anything he didn't argue with me except that the shrink confirmed by
acateur snalysis of Jimmy,

Again 1 lay ewake last night after 3-4 hours of sleep, The prescribed pill didn't
worlkt, 1 kmew 1'G need it, Between dozing thersafter g I did think about this. I suppose
there arc a cozbination of factors involved in the depth of my feelding., One is the _
traditional view I hold of the press and its responsibilities. Another is what I am certain
all this corruptiond has done to the country, especislly to the young, This kind of _

- reporting/non~reporting becomes a new kind of McC{frthyism. The corruptions spreadd and

. the same corrupters do the same in other areas and get awsy with i% because the same
press fails to empose/report it. The same John, too, when I told him he was being had on
his Nosenko story. I was right. On another subject he'd have been anxious to check it oute
On this he was satisfied he had good sources. Even though there came a time when he ade-
mitted he is awvare that the government wants very much to get favorable stories in the
izes. His diligence in defense of his calling and his peper's integrity is reflected in
bis not checking ont 2 single one of these things about which he edmitted an swareness
of the possibilityof deception, On no other story would he X not if he had available means.
So 1 suppose all ay feelings are magnified by what I ses haprening to the country.

I see a growing authoritarianisa made possible.by the abdicatfing press. This boils domn
én individusls, who have sone and daughters. I"timtheirmm&daughtem. some, will
come to understand and to feel what thelr gathérs have dome, mot with respect and adwiration,
One minor incident of thds is within my recent experience. The kids 8 Maryland had asked me
to appear 2= in a benefot for them to raise momey so they could exercise their Constitutional
rights. I mgreed but said I couldn't drive there. Among themselves one valunteered, Hice iid.
1'd never met him before. He uanted to stop off so his mother, who had read mome of my work,
could meet me, She ia a war bride, apparently, who chefshes the great improvement she finds
bere, It happens that the father sells something we need and I said I'd buy it from him, What
happened instead is that the father felt even an unknown relationship of purely commercial
nature could interfere with his business with the govermment and ordersd his son %o drop
out of that student group. The son had to do it. It was not easy on him, The others hold

him in conten o If it 45 but one minor tragedy it is ptomatic of what troublss me
mhmmogtm.l'wmmhofitmrtheyea:z?
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