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Harold Weisberg
Bt. 12, Fredericik, Md, 21701
1/5/76 :

Mr, Barry Wachtel

211 Central Fark West, Apt, 9F
Kew Torie, N,Y,

Dear Mr, Wachtel,

i Peter Honercamp lost my sddress and wrote me through Jim Lesar. Poter included
ypur address so I could write you directly if I want "interviews with hlack leaders
connected with King.” Thias is not procidely what I gesk, as I'11 axplain,

Smmnths-mﬂmtoldmnrhiamﬁnguthmmdmmmmt
you appeared to have some uneasiness about me, perhaps my motives. I invite any inguiry
youmightcmtomakeammlhelpyouuthmumehsszoan.!ouﬁnﬂndthat
1 am direct, explicit, try to be informstive %o where I'm often considered prolix and

S youwnlmtﬁndmewhounsaﬂtowram thntI:iamnadthn.Imﬁn'
" . find that I have a record for aecuraayinfaetmeinfmeastotwhichlmmtnhmd.

Wthouihonwmmpemmmmmmmﬁanm. ¥ho is a lawyer. He 1ives at
7 W, 81, 4C, phone TR3-9806. On my last two tripe to New York I stayed with him, I think

- __hounteuyonthatinthammﬁcmmofﬁhawoﬂImthemt"muw*m
. he has ever met, He was talldng about moving his office. Bispbmethamm?%ﬁﬁ._

_Hymﬁwuwmmmeﬂtuﬁmaormnmtymrk.wmmtom
them to this end, with one methed exposure awmmmmm.xmmb-
lished well over a million words on politiosl assessinations alone without receiving
sﬁ.ngleomplahtfmaad.nghpermwhodaimadmfairh%ahmtuwm
curacy. Percy Foreman is ene of my endorsementss after he reqd Frame-Up he agreed to
appurmmuthoutknwinghawmgoingtoeonfrmtu.ﬂeknawhswouldaw
with Arthur Hanes, &.Hhani‘amandidloam,!mthemkmpmmhadmdem
up for other confrontations of this dnd, Foremen fled. Literally, When this bappened
zy two oconditlons for continuing with the show were mets there be an empty chsiv on
mnfmhmmmmumﬁmmmhm.mtapaahws this.

_ (It may interest you-to knov that Hemes admitted he would mot get another penny
fmﬁulemﬁlﬁwmdﬂimtosihﬂedstmjmmd-thathepammto
abandon his axnocunced appeal from the extradition, The extradition was illegal,)

}!&'mhiﬁmistoleawaafmgndmmtemarchtnulmmm
what my own work, including personal investigations, have yielded I have what ia perw
hapathalargeatprﬂaheollectionofmmdmmmthemu.hmmtm
I have not been able to sesk foundation support that could make me move effecient and
more productive. In earlier years there was too much prejudice against the subject and
the work,

l!yhope.tstobeamWcmunmdavﬂommdmungamablemtrwtl
e?an.torecﬁt?uhutcanbamﬁﬂedmﬁtoeﬂaetjnsﬁosﬁmitﬂmimpomue.

Ofallthepoliticalummtionthaonoinwhiuhasontimdoeamtmm-
possible is that of Dr. King, The evidence, eapecially the official evidence, does not
it the bellef that Ray fired the fatal shot. Despitawhatappearodinthepapam
im Lesar did slmost all the legal work, I did all the investigating and together we
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all-important ballistics evidence, the only pretended direct link between Ray and the o
crime, More, Jim and I have foreed the early retirements of this and three other key : i
FBI agenta whose work was pivetal in the JFK and King assassinations.

My interest in Bay is as it would be with a Mirenda, in justice. My belief is that
in obtaining a trial for him we will meke justice work and can force the first officisl
effort to solve the moustrous crime. While there has been virtually no compliance 4o
date with cur C.A. T5=1996, for the suppressed FII evidence in the King assassination
and the relevant Depertmental records, the yleld o date is conclusives there never was
any real investigation and there was a deliberate framing and cover-up. We have been
building & record with care and patience. Last ¢ without & reporter present, the
Judge issued what I believe is an unprecedented demunciation of the FEI and specifically
charged it with covering up what 4t had to hide, Jim and I agreed to say nothingnto the i
press until after the order is entered. (You may find an evaluation of both of us in : !
our eschewing what from my own reporting background I believe would have made a page-
mﬂw.) ._ : .

- Coing along with this I have been working on s new book on the King assassination,
not on Ray. The draf¢ is completed, except for one part of one chapter;up to the evidence
. we seek by sudt. The book begins with proof that Hogver, through hs Cointelpro operatdions,
was directly response for Dr. King's presence in Memphis to be idlled there. What led to
sxsenaipainctixisinizis the proof is my enalysis of the con job Adems did on the “hurch
conmittee last Rwanbar. After 1 developed the indtial proof I interested Leg Payne and
Hewgdgy. Les developed further proofs. He is a fine reporter and a fine human. We continue
to work together. As a black man he has been able to talk to blacks who would not speak
to me, He kmows all those I want to interview on tape. We discussed this most recently
Just before Jim received Peter's letter, My reasons for wanting Les in on these inter-
views are not because he is black or because he is a prized and respected frimed or be-
cause he knows those I want to interview. It is because when the time comes for the
results of those interviews to appsar in the papers I want Les o write the stories.

Be now knows more about the subject than any other reporter and is scrupulously honest,

In these interviews my purposes will be 4o develop evidence the nature of which
I do not'want to indicate in advance in order to avoid confabulatdon, If you desire I
will explain this furthers At the end of each interview I will surrender the tape or
destroy it if the interviewee is not satisfied. o A 5

As I remember those I'1l want to interview include people with Dr. King, includ-
~ing some from Memphis and at least two members of the press, Earl Caldwell and Ms, Jose—
fhine Colfield. : -

Recently I have heard reports of requests made of Jimmy Carter to recommend g new
Investigation. I understand thai those seelcing this include the father, the widow and -
Congressman Young. If anything comes of this effort suocess in the end will require more
then the FEI will part with voluntarily end quite likely what it does not evem have. It
-will also require that there be no conirel om or influence over the investigation by
those who are involved in the case in the past, with the possible exception of Ramsey
Claric, who did not respond to my letters after he left the govermment. If this belief
requires explenation, I will t=ke the time for it. )

. .What I am suing for is the sssential evidence of the crime insofar as the governe
ment has &%. This includes everything from the Cointelpro Memphis operation to the scien~
tific tests. This effort can be helped by lawyers helping Jim, who is overlepded and lilke
me, of insignificant income. He is his own typist.It can also be helpdé by other efforts
we plan ranging from obtaining the records of the spook interest in my work and me %o
claims for damsges from it and this stonewalling. The records I have already obtained
reflect a CIA interest in my book on the King assassination. Having established this we
filed an FOIA request with the CIA asking for all it has relevant to the King assassinae
tlon, CIA records I did not obtain from it meke errors and use language faithfully duplie-

RS T S T N S TR R i

RS e e




ca wmsuuammnmtmmmmmhwezummct
ammmummwmmwummwmmsmmtmu
@xpec %mituwmmmmpmfsm.hMﬂmIMW

suofthisun_helpdomethingamﬂwmzummmuﬂmlm
doing in conncetion with i as nsﬁncﬂahadmmww's indecent treatment of

Imcert@lmwmoﬁmmemimdandmtmmminad-
dition by whom but lacieproof 1% can use in court. If there is less eertainty about
who was behind it there is reason to believe it was a contract jodb involving an or- -
ganized criminal element. Some of the evidence I have is duplicated, coming inde-
pendently from different sources. ; ;

mmandmtitammtm-mewﬂdmmmmtﬁduoﬁ .
ficially alleged. It knew this from the first, despite all the contrary public statements
%o the presend. ;

. If anything comes of the so-called Levi anvestigation by the Office of Professional
responsibility heavy pressure alons will cause it. Jim and I ave applying all the pres=
sure we responsibly can. I have £iled charges with it against ens FBI agent via Kelley,
who has been silent, We expsct an order from the judge that will include a motion %o
compel compliance by the OFR jteelf, Shsheen is the former lew clerk of the judge who -
presided over the evidentiary hearing. Shaheen has let in be Mmown that he expects to
practiﬂlawinnemphiainacouplaof.yem. : :

. If there are problems I believe the probebility of success is very good. The
problems range from the power of those against whom we are contesting to my age and
health and, of course, the limitations impose on two men in the condition in which
94n and I must worke !

I am a pretty vigorous 63. T began work at 5 s.m. this morning, However, last
October & severe phlebitis eondition was not diaghosed until the damage was ppermanente
I live with the limitations this dmposzes. Having ne choice 1 mow my own gress. L walk
long distances and 1 travel when it is necessarye. 1 do not feol as though I am sbout
tccmapartandldomtliwthatm'. S : :

"I have tried t& be informative and teo anticipate what you hight wanit to knowe
_ If you have any questlons, please ask them. : :

\Whether or not any help of any kind is offersd 4n the future, I will continue .

this work. +t doesy however, have a better rrospect if it is joined by those who
would be their brothers® keepers. : :

Best wishes,

Harold Weisberg

‘ect Jim Lesar,;Peter Horerkemp




