2/ 25/
Dear Howard,
I've just returned from two intensive days in Washington. There is some benefit
fram them although in some areas not as much as I had hoped for,

There is seme personal encouragement for me. I was able %o pull 21 hours the first
day ant over 2 18 the second, :

I blev the first reasen for going there. Not entircly byt largely. It was the do
something about the wretch Lane. I made the miastake of believing that the station would
be fair in heving given mc fairness-doctrine time to respond to a personsl attack. It did -

not work out that way. The hoat of the sbow did not go that way. This put me 4n the position

of seemdng to be petty. Then confronted with cholces I opted the wrong one, of not taking
hin on ant trying to work around hinm, Before I asould recover he went to the phones, I'd
learn from this and it there is another situation like thins begin in away that pakes
what he did leas likely. '

There was an exciting and slightly promiaing result, however. The rest of the show
went so well that the host cancelled what was o follow me and I did the whole thing,
to a late end. During this I twrned on & woman who very clearly has firat~hand knowledge
of the JFX autopey. Without doubt ahe was ia the autopsy room even though there is no
record of 1t. She was exhplicit in apscification of what X-ruys #ere taken and no leas
explicit on what the federal agents did. I'm not at all sure shs i» conpletely accurate
in the latter part dbut I believe she is feithful to the actualities.

She confirmed that full body X-rmys were talen and added dental X-rays; the norm-
and the non-exiatent, She says they left with the FBI agenis. She says thers verc tiree
" of them in the room. I think she could not distinguish between the FEI and the 88 aqunta.
She sald that as soon as there was anything the FBI agents took it and said ™thank you."

It occcurs to me tnat she could have been oftice persaznel with a second-hand sccount.
She gave no clues to this. I stayed with an old friend whose wife ham a good rasl-to~
resl tape recorder and I have a cleer tape. When I can I'11l dub tbat part ofi for you.

Anxide from the fact I think this represuts somcthing along the line of uhat 1
anticiputed whan I urged the course I did on the House comsittee as I had on Schmedkar,
laying cut the besic £a evidence in an adversary situstion snd letting the situation
that would result run its courses I 412 give ny address over the air on the alight
chance she'd run the risk of retaliation and get in touch <ith me.

I had an interesting meoting with the two top people at Zebra. Valter Zacharias
comes mocross o me as a pleasant, informed, intelligence newsdealish liberal, perhaps
on the radical side, a very sharp guy. He is now aware that the McDonsld book is & frand.
The meeting went very well, everything clioking in place. I was infommed and accurate in
all the things he talked about, even the old-time Noe Annenberg and Ma contribntions to
gangsterism, on the things in Zachariss' past. Be actually speat $200,000 peomoting the
MoDonald book. The meeting was on The King Couspiracies. It seems t0 baye bolled down to
is §t too tough and will their lawyers be satisfied, He invited me to “ew York, which
got me back to where I was three menths ago when I offered it. I said I was willing bat
could not garry all his lewyer might want to see. (When I showed him only two pioces of
paper it bIw his mind, When L asid the books wo uld be based on three filex catdneta of
records at least 25,000 sheets of which would be FEI secrets he was flabbergnster.) So -
they are to be here week after next to take a lcok. I must now get to setting up files
from ~hat I've copled out of this enormity as I've been reading it. I've gone e
over maybe 10,000 of the pages I have alrsady, If they'll do what they did with Molonald
we may get scweshere. He is also intercsted in Agent Cawald.When he iz here I'11 ztve
him the five chapters I wrote soon after we moved here.




Jin 388 in oo the luch with us, very helpfully.

The King situation is ripeming well. Several reporters who sre basically unfriendly
were in tonch with Jim yesterday in a not unfriendly way. He handled one in my presence,
and he 4id 4t extremely well, They had had breakfast with Bell, the new 4G, and Ray had
come up. This haprened as I had to rush %o catoh my ride home. We talked about it later
by phone. I think that whether or not they do stories these r:porters may wind up acting
as intermediaries.cIf they do not I think I have this through Lou Gordon. Linten to the
tape if your folks send it to you. (I donit blow them alll) And if that does not work
I an confident I can do it in other ways when ths tims is ripe. I nsked Jim to go slowly.

We deposed Cowrtlandt Cunninghsm and Robert Erasier yestarday. We will daspoe Gal-
lagher and Shaneyfelt in svout two woeks, The U.d.darshals were slow 8ub~
poenses. We had the curbstona and 399 there ulthout @ pesp of jrotest, too. Ondly a
subpoong. We'll have it back for the other two, Then Jim will depose me. “oy the costa!
byt we are meking a record. ' espite the stonswalling we got some good stulf yestarday.
Fragier is a stilled en obfuscator es & have ever ssen, Be was abla to keep going inte
diversions and digressions sud non-recponses and above all clains of no recall. fie mnd
Cunningham both testifiod to the tadng of iead memples from the bese. Frazier said that
5o much extrwded that it would not showe “anninghan tostified that you can see where it
vas gut out, Frasier protended there was exceptional matilation. And that negntive
identificetions ave Ampossible, ' ' '

I got Jin to try one he though the AUSA would object to but be didnjt. Thas we got
scine great stuff frow Cunninghsm on the King ballistics evidence, .

I canBt go into all of 4t but there is on srva in whick I may havo mede a mistake
that you did not oatoh if Frasier testiffcd truthfully. It was not completely so the
mistaks 15 not all that bad. But 1 want $o0 be sure he did not testify falsely,

Le says be weighed the bullet only bafore any samples vere resoved. My own view
is tha® he should have weighed it before and after and that evidantiary needs required
this. So I'd appreciste it if you could direct me to Ihas tegiljony oa this ox betier
mrox that pege or two. I’l).t!ungomritan&g&veitto{m. If we £ind that he
teatifiod to e weight as of the time of Kio teatfiacny he tostified fualsely yesterdaye

I donntknawvhnth- transcripts willi be types up. They are confidential until
filed at loast, pevhaps uwntil nlou_nd_by the Judge.
I may heve to £ind a way of gotiing to Dallas on this soon.

We got Prasier to toatify falsely adbout the tiw, the damage to it and how 1t was
saused. Even that thare was no significancs 4o +:.2 absence of irnces on 1% and the shirt,

Hastily,



