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Dear Ed,

While neither of ue Les the time for 8kolnick-like digres:ions, thoze
few of us working seriously in the frield in which I sm end ell the neoples who cen
benefit from ths esteblishment of truth (whichk here is no intsllectusl concept
alone but involves the integrity of soclety and its very nature) ere in your
debt for aslerting me &s you did early tuoe morning o7 the 2lest. ¥ithout 1t I doubt
I'd bave been es eware ss I was when he pulled his WCFL ploy snd filed thet fake
suit. 4Aside Irom the dsmege to ms, there was and remsins tie greatest potentiel .
for the most serious harm in that entirely syurtous sction, Beceuse of the time la:
nea svent in legsl research, the rrovokess wonder, dlsturbs me deeply, for, white

+ get ‘oe inmpression of & grest ego, I do not get nor beve * reesaon to belleve he 18 ‘
this tbhorouglgeingly incompetent.

However, for tue mnt, let us forget motive.

%elust is tus simple fact?

iils is no sult et sll, &e hedn't ever esked tue -rehives for snything.
The first talng I 4id after learning of the suit wes esteblish tols. ue is totally
unk own there, hes never written them e letter sbout enything.. How, then, csn he
eusrge sunpressinn, in eny wey, including in ecourt? Over end above this, the lew
is cleer on certain points, vegue on cthers, %ith the Archives the regulations sre
apeclific. They sre also si-ple. The lsw requires esch of tuese steps be taken as
e vrecendition of suit. &nybody ecen f1ls any kind of sujit for peyment of the proper
fee, but successful, merious litigstion slsp raquires the meeting of these legal
preresuisites, He hedm't, hed msde no effort to snd, as 1 learned y-cterley, wes
entirely unsswore of tiem. So much for bis research snd perizps L huve sdiressed
motive,

I sterted .sying tie foundstion for suits in 1068, lisd I been stle to
get a lawyer, 1'd probably hsve filed meny oi tnem. But I som leerned tbe mere
filing of the suit is not the toing, 1t is achieving the purpose of the mit. 1 pave,
witbout suit, where & msy not neve with sult. 4nd, once I got & lswyer, * become
even more cereful. I em in s position to file e number of suits but ksven't end am,
instesd, proceeding sdministretively, dediously. There ere some I went to file, for.
there iz no cther way in certein eress, But in these cases 1t is sbeolutely essentisl
to “roceed in certein supercsutious ways, to svoid ths Skolnick syndroeme, which
is fatel, I srent enough time to write & book trying to sslvage the incomnetent
suit filed by an expert patbologist whome lswyer wes » Jjudge. Fortunately, it
sttracted no e tention at »ll snd we heve not be:n burt, end they are now sterting
frozm screteh agedn. Tpis.1: an tnwwiteble consequence when the liglgent regerds hime
gelf &2 “eseish {n this field, wben his ego dovinates. My resson for thet grest snd
woeteful ledor s t.e seme ss my worry with Skolniek, Can you imagine the zonsecuen=
ces of the grsat publicity a government victory in sny such cese? Can you reelize
the ef ect on the willingnees of ordinsry people o itLe msdis to credit enytking
wo'd theresfter eay? ¥he Garrison, with no preperstion et ell emd lesa than the
most serious purposes dii the ssme tidng in Jeouery 1969, I hed to reelly work, I
wogte a book in two wecks end won the suit for him. (I cen't get tastmtbex hotiest
bork yet, printed).

Sy, Slolnick presented problems other tisn in the demsge he did me,

1 teke tuis time not only becruse it is your due but beczuse theye are
ways in which you cen yet help end I hope you cmean fin:d the tirxe.

Hy inltis] instinet wes wrong. It was to fight fire with fire, to

vl

N AT T




expose 8 for the celf-sesker he is. Fortunat: » Slrcumstences revented tnis. It
wes 11:30 st night vhen 4 leernsd of the sulit. And tae next day 1 had some things I
sbs-lutely hed $o do. "ne wes to cnnsult my lewyer and the metn thing wez tn have
an EXG. After going to bed and while driving toc¥ashington the next dsy I uhed time
t~ think (¢ through. Mesnwhile, 81l I 414 was nhone one roperter friend in Chiesgo,
Ky finences nreslude -hans e%1lls, but this 1s sne who could mccert e raveraal of
chargeso, wio * usve backgrounded for years, ete. Ho toli me whet ha koew, adding
that when S lesened he wa: my frisnd, S trade? boovily on my name but by infarence -
onlys Ha also 2ave me an 1dea of the attentien this suilt oni i¢s Putlicity wes gettin
on the sllenews radio statione, Considersbla.

Yesterdsy moming, efter reaiing of the Metrome’ia I=volvement, I tried o
to reach penrls & knew {n “letramedis, to alert them ts wast they hai hecome invole
ve! in. They ®are unevsilable, so I decided to try snd ewl) witz, mansger of YWFL,
whose idantity * learnad from trade sources. He was not in snd I gnt Ysgen, news
director, who sseme like a decent guy, I 1nid i+ out straightforverdly to him,
Then I was able %n tell hir {n part exectly whet wns mttached to the sult I bed never
seen be understood * new whet I was tsliding ebout. e bed Pebn, tae revorter who
vorvel with €., phona me beok 1efer, I think we hevs eztnbliched e besis of trust

and ¥ am setisfied they erc cencermed end undsretand the denger of whet they heave
become invelved In- ond 4n nat went $t., ¥8'll heve to wenis snd aee whet sventustes,
But I 018 tiem tiaey wers Welc-me %o e~me here sr send snyone S uey trust snd see
whet L Lave, I went farthur and ssked tuem to send me sinies of the documente S
fliled, vra ieting we'd find tve s:me zernxing coaracterietics in them tney'd find

in my nriginels, for & Ymow® Skelniek didn't ssk tam Arctives for anything, 4+ Znow

he got what 4 nad from my friemd “runzo on his word he wes going te warry tos
investigetion Torwerd \nnt 4o wuet he afd del, nd I think it unlikely he hod: enypne
élse write the Apshives for him to dup,icate my work, which is eesy encugb. 2ut this
iz tias kind of ege thet overlooks such simple niceties.

In eny evert, I had evoicded pll those things + could heve iene with " odia
friends, svoided ell the reporters I know, etc,, ma did Juet thle, I slza -rote
witz earlg Yesterdey vem, wrota lucht s brief lot er, wrote the Trezident of
Columbis ¥ollege, S. hoving involved them in his rlsgierism, etc, 2nd, after I shoned
tGegan,, he ¢rrarently nphoned S, 3 in-ediately asrumed 1 wae rhoning everyone th:the
world, especislly all ofsthe Chicnge vres, ond he said es ruch. 4 let hinm telk for
a wal e, esayine notiiine, '

Here I flash back to scmething I learnod e s very young =en., "hen I wes in
038, my first Jod wae a beluted dsfhes of four very breve uen who hed velunteered
for s certain-deeth essignment end asd becn fremed hy tie iTs after s 8imple brawl,
Thay nnd lost through =1l the cbennels of @military Juetice endi sll of Tonovan'e big
legsl breins asd feiled. In less than eix Fecks, without lesving the office, I got i
211l of tils peversed. To do tiuls L drew upon earlier e:yverience investigating cnrtels’
‘be secret wes and th. snewer was 4n semontics. Since then & have te:n mere thsn
uauelly elert to this device. Skifintck is on: of Lte rractitioners, to me on
emateur wnd 8 renk, telegrarhing snmeteur st 1%, 'hen he thoned I suitahed toe tave
on and serie 8ay you con here 1%, de begen with tae chespekste n lepation I ¢ pacuge
#ed hin of slendering me, & rother troncportent affcrt to provoke a resction he didn't
get, then g1:bly ~leimed, rereating tha wrrd meny times, tue! he hs. never sean my
"menuscript”, wntil, whon he hed elimineted any rnsa=ibMlity of 1y beln: wrong in my
~wn mind 1 Blew up at hin on? $o01% him unles: he storped rleying such chiléieh gomes
with me there was ne nurpose in the conversetion, - will net try snd give you sll of
it, tut be even tried i~ rretend he doeen't Y¥now some of his ovn mscocirtes! He
pretended not to know Trunzo, the wan frem wiom he g84 thls msteris), pretended the
phone celle of wo'cu LTrunzo hed infsrmed me, before sné sfter tuls ego-trip, did not
éxist, and other even snsbbler tuings, e tuen essured me he wesn't med at mel Why,

be ssiked, ®wes I disturbed, I told aia to be under no miuapprahanaion, tist ] wags
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certeinly med st bim. Yhy? "Becsuss you sre a crook™. I cslled him & crook

verhaps s doren times. He never once dis;;eyed eny resentment, wiich to me 15 s clear
elgn. 4nd bhe never sbrpdone: toe evasion, newsr once spoke directly, end inveriably
tried to swith (he 1s glib 8t §t) to sometaing else whensver I neiled him. 0On

srvsrel pointe I took the time to {nsist snd he tried to tulk over me eech time,

In 811 of thi: he made no effort to show m: thls was Lis o%n work end,
in Cret, he feiledm even to cleim it,

He alwo cleime? I wes ealling sl] the medis snd Sefening Lim, so 1 dared
bim to sus me, I tnld bim 1e {8 & crook und Le end I both knew I'd vrove it. So he
drowred thet wretty cyickly. + =lso leid out how Ls'd cemages 8l1) of us, upni he wasg
t-telly eflent when I suowet bim his iegel incompetence. I went further eno teld hinm
some of tie Isct ke dida't know end i think ue wust nsve be.n embarressed ts Koow
tuet the source of tho federsl stuff be Lai atolen is precisely tie source he is
accueing of suppressing precisely tast. ais response wes tu sugiest 1 was an agent
of i pov.-remert end covlid oipesr 88 8 vitness for tuem. ket sn egocontric skunk?
Lyerybody i en agent tut him.

i aon't know Why e cslled me. i susicet he folt ho could con me. Fere
Laps my cell to wagan forece: Ris hend. Anywsym, 1 tink by mow ha is sntirely
¥*ithout the suppert he had end Le will b unier pressure to withédraw the salt.
YCFL mede ms of ers tn reslly go sfter nim, to exnose Hhe whnle thiing, and I
declined them. “lepae trest tuls ss conidentiel, I bave no interest in hurting
thet reseal, iy intent to is reduce tio drmage he ass dons to tue minimum snd
eliminete Sue turtber possibilities for grester dsmoge thot still exist, It is not
tno Burt kim, ricnly es ue hiss eurned it. You xnow, with me deep in -ebt, thnt
b sterd sed the gsll to complsin tuet while Le is e poor men I um rich on the howvest
of my words snd my resentuent is tust hs bas xxxgwxx reduced my chanze oy yrofity

Beslides, sluply going after nim would not ecco:plish vonatructive purposes
&% leust not ot tols point,

It 18 my iuuch they will undertske s rather aifficult chiore, trying to
persuede hin, ss quietly es possible, ot withdraw his suit. If 1 -1t & could be
vert of this, se I am inclined to think I sioul¢ got be bgcause of my personal
iuvolvement, I taink I could suggest @ simple fermuletion thust would do 1t, dut .
"Bz ego will neve to bs subdued before he'll coneider 1%, I heve known n-har wen of
gcod minds end unfortunstely deforemed bedles who elso develor tols kind of ego. It
doubles tie tregedy ol tle deformity.

Thie, pretty much, is where {t re<ta now. Day will seen be davning end I
met get to nther things, However, s:«ide from this eervins ns & ~emec Tor me, I hope
1t als~ indicutes te you the delicecy of tus eitustion, tue Lszerd stilly presented
to what I regerd es & minimum netuonel need sn: the woys in «nick, if you can find i
the time, you cern still nelp, 1 noed these taings & ssked of youe Perbara you gsn
find tone entire WRSY tepe. if Bot, 1'd certsiuly & yreciste tue port you mede.tcGL is
eendin: me toueirs srd I talnk e ¢opy of the suit witn sttachments. I slso nesd any
press avellsble, es ecisliy int-rviews ani direct quotes. 4nd thore remsin unerticulete

question: to be snawered. Thanks for what you bev- done en: for enytiuing you
mey vet do. Sorry about the typos®. Bope you cen dore thoem out witnoout greet
waste of time, .

Sincerely,

L
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