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While neither of us Lss the time for Skolnick-like digres:ions, those
few of us working seriously in the field in which I em end sll the neople who esn
benefit from ths establishment of truth (which here is no intellectuel conespt
elone but involves the integrity of society snd its very nature) ere in your
debt for elerting me es you 414 early the morning o7 ths Blst, Without it I doubdt
I'd Dave becn ss ewsre ss I wes when he pulled his WYL ploy ond filed thet faks
suit. Aside from the dsmege to me, there wss snd remsins ths gresteat potentiel .
for tae most serioue harm in thst entirely srturious sction. Bacsuse of the time.
bas apent in legsl research, the provokes wonder, disturbs me deeply, for, whi
+ get toe inmpression of s grest ego, I do not get por have L resson to believe he is -

" ¢kie thorougheoingly incompetents =~ '

Eowowr,‘ for the ment, llot usg forget motive.
%ehst 18 the simple fact7

#ia is no sult et sll, de hadn't ever asked the :rechives for snything.
The first toing I did after learning of the mit wes esteblish tnis. de 1is totally
“unk own there, hmes never written them s lstier sbout snything.. How, toen, can he
gharge suppresrion, in sny wey, including in court? Over snd adove this, the lew
.18 ‘clesr on certsin points, vsgue on others. ¥ith the irchbives the regulations ars
" apecific, They are slso siuple. The lew requires sesch of tiese steps be taken as
® precondition of suit. Anybody esn fils sny kind of suit for psyment of the proper
fee, but successful, serious litigation elso requires the meeting of these lagel
preresuisites, He hedm't, hed mede no effort to end, as I lserned y.zterdey, wes
_entirely unsewsre of them. So muich for his Tesearch end terbeps 1 have sddiressed

Hative.

‘ " I started .sying the foundmtion for suits 1n°1968. had 1 been stle to~

got s lawyer, 1'd probedly have filed many oi tnem. But I so-m leernsd the mere

filing of tos suit is Dot tie taing, 1t is schieving the purpose of the suit. 1 have,

witbout suit, where i mey not nave with sult. And, once I got e lewyer, * becems ...
 even dore cereful. I em in s position to filw a number of sults but Leven't end am,
“insteed, proceeding sdministretively, sediously. There sre some 1 want to file, for

thore ie no other way in certein aress. But in these csses it is sbsolutely sspontial

to vroceed in certein supercsutious ways, to svoid the Skolnick syndreme, which

‘48 fetel. I spent enough time to write 2 book trying to selvsge the incompetent

suit filed by an expert pathologist whome lawyer wee 2 judge. Fortunately, it

sttevacted nc st tention st a1l end we heve not be:n burt, end they are novw starting

from screteh sgein, inlsiis sn newitsble consequence when the 1ijigent regerds him-

‘self 8s Xessish in this field, when his ego dozinstes. Ny resson for thet grest snd .

weeteful labor is tie same ss my worry with Skolnic¢k, Can you imsgine the consecuen= :

ces of the grest publicity s government victory in any such case? Cen you reelize -

the ef ect on the willingness of ordinery peopls or the medis to credit enything

we'd thereefter say? %he GCarrisonm, with no prepsrstion at sll end less than tue

most serious purposes did the ssme thing in Jsausry 1969, I hed to reslly work, I

wogte & bock in two weske and won the suit for bim. (I cen't get thatnthex hottest

bork yet, printed). ’

Sp, Skolnick presented problems other then in the dsmage he d1d me,

e i 1 teke tais time not only becouse it is your due but becsuse theye ers
weys in wiich you cem yot help end I hope you emen find the time,” " " oo

My initisl instinet was wrong. It wes to fight fire with fire, to Il by
e wilzo .



expose S for tus zelf-sesker bs is. Fortunat:ly, circumstances  revented this. It
wes 11:30 st night when 4 lesrnsd of the sult. And the rext day i had some things I
sbe~lutely had to do. "me was to consult my lewyer and the mein thing was to heve
an EXG, After going to bed snd whilec driving tonFeshingion the next dsy I had time
t~ think 4t through, Meanwhile, 51l I 414 was nhone one roporter friesnd in Chienge.
Ky finences vnrezlude thone c¢zlls, btut this is nne who could ascepi & reverasl of
‘chargeso, who * heve backgrounded for years, ote. de toli me what he Xnew, adding
that when S laswnsd he wa:s my Zriend, S trades eavily on my name but by inference N
only. He alac zave me an 1des of tha attenticn this sult on? 4ts publicity wes gotnn,&"'g.
on the sll-pews redioc stations. Considersdla. :

Tostordsy nmoming, efter reading of iths Hatromeiis imvolvement, I tried o
tc resch peorls 4 knew in “etromedis, to alert them ts5 whst they had becore invol-
vee in. They were unmsvaileble, so 1 decided to try snd cell Witz, mansger of YCFl,
‘whose 1dantity + lesrned from trade esurces. He was not in and I got Ysgen, news
director, who ssems like & decent guy. I 1zid 1¢ out straightferrerdly to him,

Yhen I waz able +r tell hir ia psft exactly shat waas attache?d to tbe sult I bLecd xever . =
seen ba tunderstond * imew what I was 8lkingz sbout. He he# Pehn, the revorter who
worked with S., phons me Besk lnter, I think ws hovwve exztnbliehed e besis of trust

and & am setiefied they eare cencermed end underztand the danger of whet they have
‘becrme involved 1n- snd do not went it. We'll Beve to walt ond sep whet swentustes.
But I teld them taesy weras welc me te e¢ome Rors or send cnyone t08y trust and see
‘whet & have. I went farthur and ssked taem %o send ze etniss of the documente S
filed, pre:icting we'd find tue srme xerorxing coarocterietice in tuem tusey'd find

in my originels, for i ¥now Sks:}.nick 41dn't ssk tue Arctivee for snything, 4 know
he got what i hmd from my friend runzo on his word he wes going to varry toe
* {nvestigetion forward inst 4o wnet he a1d dol), npd I think 4t unlikely he hed enypne
#lse -write the Archives for him %o dup,icate my work, which is esey enough. 2ut this
4e the kind of epo thet overlooks such simple niceties.

In =ny event, I had svoided sll those things + ooculd heve dene with ~edia
friends, avoided ell the reporters I know, etc., m¢ did Juet thle. I sleo vrote
witz esrly yesterday e.m, wrote lucht s brief let-er, wrote the Frasident of

"Columbis Sollege, S. hsving invelved them in hie plsglerism, etc. And, after 1 phoned
tegan,, he zrparently phoned S, 3 imvediately ssrumed I was phoning everyone ih:the
“world, especially all ofsthe Chicago pres, nnd he ssid ss much. 4 let him telk for
e wil'e, saying nothing, ,

Here I #1ash btack 4o something I learned se s very young msn. fhen I wes in
088, my first Yob was a belsted dsfnes of four very breve uen Who hed velunteared
for s certeine-deeth sssignment esnd asd been fremed by tue Xrs sfter & eimple brawl, i
They hed lost through all the chennsls of military juetice enl all of Donoven's big £
legsl breins asi feiled. In lese tham eix weeks, without lesving the office, 1 got -
a1l of ti's reversed. To do tiis 1 drew upon earller experience investigating cartels
“ne secret wes an3d th- snswor was in semantice. Since tien 1 have tecn more thsn
uauslly elert to this dovice. Skilnick is ons of {te rrectitioners, to me on )
smateur snd & renk, telegrsrhing sneteur st i%. Yhen te thomed I switzhed thae tape
on snd pome 88y you cen here 1t. He begen with the cheapskate allegstiop I m ¢ eccus-
sed him of slsndering me, s rether tronsperient effert to proveke a reection Le didn't
get, then g1!dly ~lsimed, reresting the word meny times, thet he hs® never seen my
"mepuserdpt®, until, whon he hed elimineted sny pneeidllity of ny belny =rong ir my
rwn mind I blew up at him ont told him unless he storped Tleying auch childish gsmes
#1th me there ¥es no yurpese in the comversetion, I will net try and give yem 81l of
1t, tut he even tried to rretend he doesn't kmow some of his oen egsociztes! He
nretended not to ¥mow Trunzo, the man from whom Re g68 tols meteriel, pretendesd the
phone calls of wh cu Trunso hed informed me, before snc efter tils ego-trip, 4id not
axist, snd other even sisbbier tuings, de tuen assured me he wasn't med 8% mel Why,

be ssked, wes I disturded. I told aim to be uader no miaappﬁhﬁainn; tust b was




%o burt aim, riehly ss he hes eurned it. You know, with me deep in debt, tuat

“part of this, se I em inclined %o thimk I snould Pot be becsuse of my personel

~ 5Bz ego will neve to bs subdued tefore ho'll coneider it. I have known ovher men of
good minds and unfortunstely deforemeZ bodies whe elso develon tals kind of ego. It

[}

certsinly oad st bim., Thy? "Beccuss you sre s crook”™, I cslled him & crook

rerkaps a dozen times, He never once dis;;syed eny resentment, wilch to me is & clesr
#ign. And he never sbandone tos evasion, newer once spoke directly, end inveriadly
tried to swith (be is glib 8t it) to sometning else whenever 1 nsiled him. On
geverel pointe I took the time to insist end he tried to talk over me esch time,

In 811 of this he mede no effort to show m: this was his oxn work end,

4n faet, he falledm even to clsim it, ; ‘ :

He aleo clsime’ I was oalling ell the medie end defeming bim, so 1 dered
hkim to sus me. I told him is %8 e crook and he end I both knew I'¢ preve it. So bhe
dropred thet vretty cyickly. + e#lso leid out how Le'd damege 21l of us, nné he was
t-telly silect when 1 showe: Lim bhis legel incoapetence. I went furtuer end told him
pome of tihe feet he Glan't know enc i think ue must osve be.n embsrrassed to know
thet the source of the federal etuff he Lei stolen is precisely the eource Re-1s - -
accusing of suppressing precissly thst. &is response wss to sugest 1 was on agent
of ti8 gov.roment end covld oypecr es e witness for tlem. ‘et en egocentrie skunkl
Lyerybody is en sgent tut hime . T e : :

I Gon't know Why be Cuiled me. 4 suspect he felt Lic could con ma. Fere
keps my call %o ssgan forces ils Lend. Anyways, I think by now he ia satirsly "
vithout the auppart he.hsd snd Ls will be under jpressure to withéraw the suit.
YCFL mefe me offers %o reslly go efter him, to expose $hw whole thing, snd I

" declined them. I'lesss treat tuls se conridentisl. I have no interest in hurting
thet rescal. iy intent o ia roduce the dmage he ass done to tne minimum and

eliminate tue turther posaibilities for grester damage thnt siill exist. It s not

brsterd bed the gall Vo complein tuet while Le is s poor men I um rich on the hayvest
of my words &nd my resentment is tunt he has wxxxtwxz reduced my chence for profitl

Beasides, sluply going sfter im would not acconplish constructive purposes,
&% lenst not ot tbls polnt, : ;

) It .1s my ounch tuey will undertske a rather difficult cbore, trying to
persusde him, s quistly es poseidle, ot wiihdraw hiz suit, If 1 f=1% 1 could be

iuvolvement, I taink I ocould suggest a simple formulstion tust would do 1%, dut

doubleg the trogedy ol tis deformity. “

This, pretty much, is where it rests now. Dey will scon be dawning end 1T
met get to other tdings. However, sside from this eervins, ne £ ~eme for me, 1 Dope
1% ale~ indlcetes tc you the delicecy of tus situetion, tae bszard stilly presented
to what I regard es # winimum netuonel need snd the weys in =aick, if you con find &
the time, you csn etill nelp, 1 need tacse tuings & ssked of you. Perbers you cen
find the entire WRSY tepe. if not, 1t'd certululy s preciste tae pert you nede, WCGL 1s
sepdin: me toeirs end I twink e copy of the suiil with ettechments. i slso nesd sny
press aveilsble, es ecielly int.rviews sni direct guotes. 4pd there ramsin unarticulet

question: to be snswared. Thanks for wnst you hev: done eni for snytudng you
myy vet do, Serry about the typosm. Hope you can dope them out witnout greast
waste of time, 4

Sincerely,




