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Z
eroing in on JFK

's m
urder 

A
 sp

o
o

k
y

 feelin
g

 slid
 o

v
er m

e 
yesterday as I flipped betw

een the 
U

.S
. presidential im

peachm
ent in-

quiry, live all over the dial, and a 
video of the gripping T

he M
urder O

f 
JF

K
: A

 R
evisionist H

istory. 
T

his tw
o-part docum

entary, air-
ing this S

unday and next at 10 p.m
. 

on N
ew

sw
orld's 

T
h
e P

a
ssio

n
a

te 
E

ye S
h
o
w

ca
se, w

ill thrill the con-
spiracy theorists w

ho fervently and 
tenaciously believe that L

ee H
arvey 

O
sw

ald
 eith

er d
id

n
't assasin

ate 
P

resident John F
. K

ennedy 35 years 
ago or that h

e didn't do it alone. 
T

he public fascination w
ith the 

event never ceases. T
housands of 

books have been w
ritten about it. 

C
y
b
ersp

ace h
u
m

s w
ith

 p
aran

o
id

 
an

d
 n

o
t-so

-p
aran

o
id

 scen
ario

s o
f 

w
ho fired the gun(s) and w

hy. 
N

ot that this am
bitious and chal-

lenging film
 reveals exactly w

ho did 
sh

o
o

t K
en

n
ed

y
 in

 D
allas' D

ealey
 

P
laza, but it certainly builds a solid 

case for w
hy he w

as killed. 
O

r, m
ore likely, executed. 

U
nlike O

liver S
tone's controver-

sial 1992 thriller JF
K

 how
ever, T

h
e 

M
u

rd
er O

f JF
K

 zero
es in

 o
n

 th
e 

C
old W

ar, anti-com
m

unist hysteria 
and K

ennedy's anti-nuke policies. 
W

hile S
tone posited that K

ennedy's 

Television 
A

N
T

O
N

IA
 Z

E
R

 B
IS

IA
S

 

death w
as due to the m

ilitary-indus-
trial com

plex' displeasure at his re-
luctance to step up U

.S
. involve-

m
ent in V

ietnam
, T

he M
urder O

f 
JF

K
 pinpoints C

uba. 
C

allin
g
 th

e assassin
atio

n
 "th

e 
pivotal event of the C

old W
ar," this 

three-hour film
 constructs a context 

for the tragedy, starting w
ith a his-

tory of F
ulgencio B

atista's corrupt 
C

uba before F
idel C

astro. H
avana 

w
as the political and crim

inal party 
capital of the w

orld. W
hen C

astro's 
rev

o
lu

tio
n

ary
 fo

rces to
o
k
 o

v
er, 

eventually nationalizing A
m

erican-
ow

ned interests, the "radical right-
w

ing" in the U
.S

. dem
anded action. 

T
hose haw

kish forces, m
any of 

w
hom

 show
 up in new

steel and T
V

  

footage here, used to get a sym
pa-

thetic hearing from
 the previous ad-

m
in

istratio
n
 u

n
d
er E

isen
h
o
w

er. 
B

ut w
hen the K

ennedy boys took 
over the O

val O
ffice, it w

as obvious 
th

at th
ey

 w
o
u
ld

 n
o
t d

ro
p
 b

o
m

b
s 

w
hen diplom

acy w
ould do. 

T
h
e M

u
rd

er O
f JF

K
 relates this 

w
ith

 sp
eech

es, arch
iv

al fo
o

tag
e, 

phone tapes, a digitally rem
astered 

version of the Z
apruder film

, clips 
fro

m
 th

e asto
n
ish

in
g
ly

 p
rescien

t 
Seven D

ays In M
ay (w

hose m
aking, 

says director John F
rankenheim

er, 
w

as encouraged by K
ennedy), all 

set to anti-w
ar ditties from

 1960s 
folkie Phil O

chs. 
W

e see the young, charism
atic 

and undeclared-C
om

m
unist C

astro 
interview

ed by a faw
ning E

d S
ulli-

v
an

 an
d
 o

n
 M

eet T
h
e P

ress. W
e 

learn how
 an erroneous report on 

the assassination by then-local re-
porter D

an R
ather served to under-

m
ine public confidence in the W

ar-
ren

 C
o
m

m
issio

n
's fin

d
in

g
 th

at 
O

sw
ald acted alone and that a sin-

gle "m
agic bullet" passed through 

K
ennedy's neck as w

ell as T
exas 

G
o
v
ern

o
r Jo

h
n
 C

o
n
n
ally

's ch
est 

and leg. 
T

he first half of T
h
e M

u
rd

er O
f 

JF
K

 races by, all the w
ay up to the  

assassination, recalled in m
oving 

detail by a tearful C
onnally. 

T
he chilling second part, w

hich 
deals w

ith the W
arren C

om
m

ission, 
FB

I and C
IA

 cover-ups, the M
afia as 

w
ell as an

 an
aly

sis o
f th

e rig
h
t's 

m
ig

h
t, is d

en
se an

d
 h

eav
y
-g

o
in

g
 

T
V

. (I reco
m

m
en

d
 y

o
u
 tap

e it so
 

that, if you lose track, you can re-
w

ind and retrace the case.) 
F

o
r co

n
sp

iracy
 b

eliev
ers, it's a 

m
ust. 
For the rest of us, especially those 

w
h

o
 rem

em
b
er w

ith
 b

lack
-an

d
-

w
hite clarity the events of that fate-

ful N
ovem

ber w
eekend in 1963, as 

w
ell as air raid drills and bom

b shel-
ter-building tips, T

he 
M

u
rd

er O
f 

JF
K

 answ
ers questions w

e w
ere too 

young to ask back then. W
e knew

 
som

ething w
as very w

rong about 
the killing of K

ennedy. B
ut exactly 

w
hat that w

as, aside from
 the death 

o
f a ch

arism
atic lead

er, w
e w

ere 
never entirely sure. 

T
h
is asto

n
ish

in
g
 d

o
cu

m
en

tary
 

puts not only that event in perspec-
tive, it also accounts for w

hat cam
e 

later in
 th

e 1
9

6
0

s. A
s fo

r w
h

at's 
h

ap
p

en
in

g
 in

 W
ash

in
g

to
n

 rig
h

t 
now

, T
h
e M

u
rd

er O
f JF

K
 offers a 

lesson on how
 the right w

ing con-
tinues to fly all too high. 
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May the peace 
and joy of the season 

be yours 
through the New Year 
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