Harold Weisberg
Hyattstown, Md. 20734
Jenuary 12, 1987

Mp, Wayne Cody

Robert S, Block Advertising
3929 N, Humboldt ave.,
Milweukee, Wise, 53212

foar Wayns,

Your latter of the n{?h 1s very helpful, We have d ready m=1 le® both
orders. It is slso encouraging, for if you cen do eny distridbuting for me, 1'd love 1t.

I do not know how much you know sbout bonk wholesaling, but it geems 48 though
1f you went to buy for your store first you have to ¥noek dowm the wholesslarts dooxr
ond then threaten him with a club befors he lets you knox he even hns e book., Thus,
becsuse the wholesalers do not let the etores know what they have, Uity Wews snd
Oreen's had none. Ve sre still getting letters from Yew York whers my press and exposure
have been ex€ellent snd where the first bo~k wes the best sellsr during the summer
fram people who awesr their bookstores never hesrd of elther book or how to get them.
Thus you undsfatsand the importsnce to us of getting our address wentioned on the asir,

Spealdng of air, 1f Bob ¥hite ever wants t0, he c¢an do & show with me by
phone, even without & conference-phone hookup (but thet eliminetas ths simultsneous
phone-ins). Last night I spent three hours on KCBS thet way (Harve Morgan's throat was
in bad shape so he got me stsrted, I handled the call-ing, and he A1d the commercials,.
The only problem is that finishing up a4 3 a.m. end then having to get up to work mskes
- me a little groggier in midafterncon, D14 two hours this way with Jerry ¥illiems last

weel, the third time I've done 1% with him, There are diffarsnt aspects that lend themw

selves to spaclalizstion, like Manchester curently.

But on ths wholesalihg, ﬁe have been giving the étbres 8 lérger discount
then the wholesnlers$ Ve have be-n giving the wholesalers H0%, protected. I do not know
exectly whet you have in mind, but I certeinly em interested,

VHITEWASH is doing remsrksbly well for Dalle They sre beginning to advertise
it. But before they did any advertising, for the first ang an inc-mplete month, + heard
from them today thet it wes on their top ten for December on every s2les list, and
they wers then just boginaing to get it out. I believe pub dote wes 12/12/66. They
originslly declined "HITEWASH 1I. Although I hsve not hesrd from them directly, I
understsnd they now went WHITEWASH IX, I want it in hardback first, for seversl
ressonp, ona of which 12 the extrs revenue it can mean, T belleve, as you seem to
indiente you do, that this subject 1s really justx opening upe But if they want 1%
for paperback, thay'll h:ve to psy me & vary large advance to covsr what I'11 1dgse
by not having it in hardback, Vhethar they'll be willing or not I do not kmowe I
doubt 1f they'll rush 1t. Also, they®ll have to undarteke to make raturns good on
my edition. I doubt if we'll come to eny sgreement % all socn. If they wers reslly
serious they'd have nede me 8 firm offer. It is going erazy in Italy, where four
publishers sre competing for it, ineludinz the one who kss llenchester'sy N

I'11 be gons probably 1/17-19. I'm debating “ouis Nizer 1in New York on a
speclal. If you should edl, plemse nske 1t person to perscn. I think if you con reslly
handle 3 lsrge number of bo-ks end I do not have to worry about returns I csn mele you
8 betier offer, = better percentage. I kmow what my etuff can doxwith promotion, ‘snd
I know I've done what the others combinel heven't approximsted. You shouls sce my meil,
One bonkstore in San Fransises sold 230 soples st the woret time of the yoar when I wes
on the radio there and they took three or four spots on the show, And if I e¢=n do any
good on your stetlon, 1f only answering questions you get ang cannot snawer, lat me
know, Thanks fery much for your Yelp and willirgness. Sorry I was so tired ttet night,

Sincerely,
Harold Veiaberg



