3/26/75

Eanager, WHET-TV
Channel 13
New York, H.,Y.

Dear Sil'.

Your atation has deceived and defrauded me, I therefore write to request
rodress of a,legidimate gravence and a request that you do what remains within
your power to do to reduce the extra work and cost this puts me tos Today slone it
meant writing three unnecessary letters to those who saw the Black Journal Show
on which I appeared, aired by you last Wedneadaye

I also remind you that if I had not kep my word you would have been put to
not inconsiderable comt and troudle beceuse those othere seheduled to have appeared
with me did not. You'd have had nothing in the ogn,

¥hen I was asked to appear I asked two things® becmuse I am broke By expenses
be repaid. I was promised this plus hotel sccomodations. I stay & with frienda snd
savedyou the hotel bill, (Ry other expenses have not jed been repeid and I pey
interest on my debt,) And beosuse my books are not in the bookstores I asked that
the avdiences be told how to write me, Tris I was promised, Without &t I would not
have done the show. There is no counercisl station, which survives on advertising,
which has not done thie. Without this I would not bave taken two unpaid days from
By work. Sccause for no spparent reason the taping was delayed it cos$ me a third
day. The taping was not completed on schedule and there was no way of lievin: Now
York, oven at that late hour, with the need to travel furthsr after leaWing thd
commercial transportation.

Prior to my leaving for Hew York the original agresmont was amendeds You would
not say how I could be reached bdut in sdding the line with sy nage ¥ou would include
my eddress. I agreed, You then did not do tids. I asked that the information be
supplied to those thwx stations to whigh you ayndicate the showe fou would not
even pormli them independent decision. You refused,

To thmege means you deceived ne, defrauded me, and have since sbused me by
requiring that I regspond to individusl lztters for which, without your breach of
our agrecment, there would have besn no need,

I an 62 ysars old, work a day never less than 18 hours, and do tids all without
income or subsidy, Having no interest in persopal publicity and great interest in
the work <+ have undurtaken, I find what your station did to me even more abusive.
As a matter of fact, for other reasons entirely, I spoke to your counsel prior to the
taping. He raised wo objections then, He phonsd me when I waa just eitting and waliting
for some hours bscapse your people asked us to apiwar hours befors they wanted ne,

What you did was abusive aof your audicnoe, too, ani rasulted in a futility for
meny, ssk i also mpde specific in advance, kdn- is the one book on ths &iug essassinaw
tion not in accord with the official mythologye It is not en cormurcial sale anywhers
and 1t 1z four years odd. (Your statioms has an intorewstin,  rejudical ,biaseé and
censiastent record or thig, too, which 1s a separate matter of which you have no
rea3on to be proud and on which you failec y‘wr[ license responz¥bilities.)



I also have 3 current book. ft is, too, one of a kind and quite topical ang
gormane to the subject of the show. (I enclose a €00y of a Washington Post story
dealing with a limited aspect,) I had and specifled 4 had no intersst in an appearance
that did not include the current book. ¥our People agreed end got a copy from me,

We spent about 10 minutes on tids curreal bouk, *% viag snitively «dited out of
the show. Zven the most casual mention oi it, If you have a right to edit, I alasg
have a right to @xpect you to keep your word regardless of who gives it Cor youe I
¥ould not sppear on any show today that involved any censorship of oy current work.
Farticularlt with ite content,

Rone of this 13 & personal complaint about Mr. Tony Brown, to wham I n.Ver spoie
until after I was in sew¥éric and who L found to be an intoliigent, perccptive and
‘air host, :

When I learned in Hew Tork - in jour studios @ that you have broken Jour word
to wey I asked that you pro¥ide the stations to whien you symdicete with the informae
tion you refuse to air so at tae very least their phone operstors could privide it,
Mde also was refused,

I asked a friond 4o phons WET, #ve this inforvation and asky that it be provided.

He was told that it would violete your end their "nonecmmercial® license, That surely
i3 news to me when I huve for zo many yesrs asen no excaption to the practise of

ving free advertising to those sormercial suterptizes which make contributions.
?Unlikca them I can't even take rdne frow Ly lucome taxes.) It is uews sdeo vhes I
have never ever sefn s 783 program dealing with e book whea the identification of the
publisher was denieds As a mattor of Taet, louking towarw *n. future and intorestsd

in policy, 1 phoneu WiTA the first time possible gftap their airing o Jour ahiovs
I have not had the common courtesy of a calleback,

Hor have you extended this aa%rcom@on courtesy, of any kind of commundzation,
any kind of regret, or of apology thia uncomsciczable waste of uy time then and
since then,

Ovar the past decade this is not a uniqua experience with your station. Jui
this tine I ax aot willing to forgst 4° all a other tines You ave been blased
and bave made you license a licensa for being a partisan, aside from this Black
Journal show,

I therefore begin with the request that you compensste ue as AFTRA agreements
specify for my aprearance on Jour station and all thoss %o widch you syndiceted
oy appearances I also expect something reasongble from you by way of an offer for
the time you have been sng rrebakly will te wasting for me from violating the
agreement under which I apreared.

I elso tell you frankly that I am distressed ihat stations called "public"
conduct th-ir afiairs as you and WELs have with me,

Sincerely,

Harold Weisberg
ect Mapager, WAT.-TV



