Dear Jim, Lezne/Ray/ Kershaw developments 5/4/71

It was a very long day for one who walked much more than the Seyf Bridge-National
Press £1dg of which you know. Next to the last development was close to midnight. It
was alwogt like esp.

For about a week I've felt like I had a pulleéd musecle in the back mostly on the
right but occaslonally accross the bottom of the rid cage. “hen I recoved wy walicing
tougher mupports and put on the sleeping surglosl suprorts last night +his p.in got bed
enough to remind me of the pieurisy od two years s o in NY¥., Sol was lying there, moving
gingerly to find a less uncomfortsble position, not sleeping, when Ted Gandolfo phoned.
Just at the momant that NYC experience had me thinikdng of kim and the tapes that have
not arrived.

He was shocked, he said aad sounded. Lane on Jerry Williams/WiCA again. Ted phoned
in to ask him why he was g0 viclous in his reference to me on page whateverit was and

ane interrupted him to keep him from getiing the whole gquestion ouf and then Jerry
¥illiams cut him off when lane had been even more viclous, s0 even ed was not able to
gay or 4o anything, The way it came out Bud and I only were mantionéd by named, “ane
called us a disaster to Bay and hds defense. Mors than this. All the rest that I now
recall is that the diftersnce is that Ray is now speaking out- that we had kept him
from speaking cut before.

Aside from the viclousness of thie and the fact that all the apeeking is not helping
Ray and is hurting him and the fact that all this is irrelevant under habeas corpus there
is also the fact as 1%t rel fes to us. I want you to have a record at one point of vhat
I recall on just this, soms my dolng, some yours, some both of us together.

Afger the way NCBaoe was going waz apparent I decided to do another King booke I discussed
this with Jinmmy two times in person. I do not recall what there is in writing, The first
time was the movning after my debate ~ith ®elin at Vandebilt. That would make it about
11/20/75. The next time, the last time I saw me, was about 1/16/76. This was tho day
after I spoke at “oldsboro, N.C. I'd flown %o Homphis from them to discuss thig more
with Jimny and to explore civil sufits with ldm further. 1'd also arranged for “es Payne
to make his Memphis trip %o coincide and for him to return to NIC vis Hashvills, where
we met and flew to ew York together.This was, of course, bofore thore was any comuittee
or any Lane book or any such project.

Jimmy refused to have any part of speaikding out. The one restriction I placed on
what he'd say ls that you approve. I told hm if I wanted to I could Just go over his
evid., hrg testirony and quote that. 85 az1d he had no objection to ay doing another
book but he was sure he had no relief in court, was surs there was nothing he could say
that would make any differ:nce, etc.

Prior to this I do not know of a singls appearance Jimuy made or intervicw except a
bad one Jerry arranged in the National Enquirer that I was not responsible for or wss not
favorable to him, You should remember that 1 persuaded him to do szome aftar he refus.d
you. Examplcs arc the Paul Valentine intervi:w in the Post on his inejall conditions and
the Tom Smyder show. You were so angry after your phons conversation with him on Valsntine
you were rcady to quit. And not long after the Valentine atory hs was releazed from soli-
tary. There was also the mattoer of his apceacrance on all ncts afte - the Valentine story
and Snpder. I arrfinged that in ter,s of taliing to Bud about it and then getting Jimuy
10 agree with it. Tou should recall that you and Sud were there and that rather than
appearainz as a promotion for e bad book by bane Jimuy had prime time on allinets. Hot
just orap on Good Merning America. There i: more but I think this makes the point that
wo did not keep immy under any kind of wraps when he want ed to say what would not hurt
him, Aside from this there is the present Lane/ ershew hurt to truth.

At the evidentimry hearing we all wanted Jimry to testify. +t i1s I who having learned
from the rress what the reaction would be to his not testifying that he had not killed
King worked out the formula what mace it pusaible without opeming the whols thing to 2 trial
that we could not prspvrn for. Jimmy did testify that he did not kill ®ing under thia
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Also from Gandolfo, “erz;v’a appearance with Lifton was on th:e Phil Donahue show, 26&
says he is gettlng a tape frou a station where he knows soweonce “e will give ©e a dub.

&fter + phoned you about Xsrshaw telling the press he knew the name of the 4as
station attendunt who saw Ray %he-o wes more, both UPI. loa told ms about the {irst in
reading the wire copy %o me2. ~t was from Petros, which Hark can't even pronounce after
being there. ' °

After midnight, before I fell asleep - perhaps it helped me because I did slexkp
aftervard - + heard Kershaw telling the supposed #tory g nd giving the name, Wilide
Green, Well,I wa: right, That is exactly the story I picked up in the Memphis newspaper
morgues and showed Jimzy about 3/1/71. Fe then told me thia was not the man. This is what
1 told you lazb night. :

Thore then was more., UPL found Green and he denied i, tos.

I don't think you need any more then ithe past two days for a refusal to be part of
anything now going on and being confident it 19 inRey's interest to refuse.

After yeasterday's Lans promotion I warned you again that besides promotiong himaslf
Lane was doing nothing sxcept harm to Jimmy with all these extrene, false and irrelevant
statements and that his using Jimry in it ewen prompted Mardner to ,sk how the Tennessee
authorities could permdt it.

More than when I told you yesterday it now will mever be possible to use Jimuy as &

witneas. Jimry was not at the scene of the orime when #he shot was fired. Ho was at a

gas station. He was not at the one whers Wiliie Ureen worked. Bub between Lane snd fere
shaw, lane using Jimmy on this ou film, no lawyer in ile right wind would uce Jimmy on
that solid aldbi if he can now over got into court. The rest relating to this that & have
I have buried so the real guy can_t be hurt. Hy feelins waeu Paul Valentine pushed me to
try to got his nane~ zo Paul also kunows the Wil is Ureen atory from way back = was that it
anything haprens to the wan that will be less hurtful than having nim resched or pressured.
With what ! now have it is hardly ss necessary if necessary st all.

There is probably more I've forgotten. I'm atill a bi: timed. kuch les- uncomfortable.

Ted wented me to phone the station right away. I think I'11 write inetead. I did not
callk last night and I was not about to come inte the middle of a program I'd not heard
with Jerry having the hand on the switch.

“ane Ls out of control. Ii is importent to obtain all possible from his interviews
and appearances end gradually bwdld it up. Rizht now I believe Prrntice-dall is legally
responsible.

Begt,



