4/30/70

¥r, Yerrill Jamsuer
WISV

180 N, State 3%,,
Chicegs, Ill. 80601

Dear Nr. Mazuer,

This letter is in response to your tais sfternon’s reguest thet I
give you in writing sowetbing you ¢an put in the hends of statien menagement .
¥ith Skolnick involved, this 1s not less than prudent. For this reason I will
give you more detail than I ordinerily would, with the request that none of
the names bs used witbouk permission,

My primery interest is unselfish, not the airing of s cleim for
damages againat Skolniek for his thkdvery. Such a oleim bslongahlnwhere.
Ta prevent tue further damage his inconceivgsble irresponsibility can yet
couse, 1 em fmpelled to haste. “hus I inflict my own ted typing en you, to
get tils to you faster, You reslize 1 vannot honorsble, commit this to snothar
station until 1 Leve veur answer.

His ls an utterly spurious suit, It meets pot e single require-
meat of a vary geod law, tie "Freedom of Informetion™ iet, wuich be pre=
tends to invoke. us bea, as I told you, never asked tihe National Asrohives
for soything ~ sver. My source, Mr. bierion Johnson, the wmen in charge of
this perticulsr srchive. The law requires a recuest and tueresfter o nformity
with regulstione thet very with the differsnt sgencies. Bofore the lsw oan,
under sny cdrcumstences, be invoked ageinast the Archives, thers 1s_s cere-
fully-specified series of ateps, ending with an apyeel proacedure, Unless each
of tuese legal requlrements 1a met or weived by the govermment, no"mit has
any 8tonding. Skolndek, the legsl resesrcher, has met no% one, beginsing «ith
any reguest for sny material, : '

If he over thought of $%, he could not begin to and =till acommplish
his selfesecking onds, for thers wez no time, Therefore, he detased tue courts
he pretends to lang to cleense, prostituted the law he would 1ike 1t bulieved
be loves, arnd {n the course of so doing, defemed agents of the Sec.et Seuvice
en? falsely accused thbe Netional Archives., I em sapologlst for neither, The sub-
title nf my second book says the Sec:et Service engaged in s "coverup". I umve
been fighting with the Archives for years, and during this time have been care-
fully end properly laying the reguired besis for suitvs tust will nok, autow
matically, be thrown cut of o urt for obvious legel deficienches. “iti tae
sbility end willingneas of government to etsll, this hes been tedious. Howe
ever, there cen be hermful, indeed, dissat¥rous consequences #hen ons of tane
early cases filed under thls law 1s bound to be adversely regsrded by the court,
Thia low is very nmuch to the intercat of all elements of the nmedis, as well ag
to tae generel public, Any citizen cen use 1%. Horeover, when thils cese is, as
inavitably it must be, thrown out of court, the resultent hnesdlines will be
very hurtful to the seerch for truth in the assessination of the President as
Well a8 the insistence that government comply with and live within the lew,



Skolnick's frivolity disguised as a suilt 1s an sbuse of the law and
the courts, a cheep publicity~ploy beaed on thhft and hippodromed by the most
uninhitited imsginstion. If and when 1t is thrown out »f court, he will pose
a@s 2 martyr and reap an added harveat., “n this connsetion, I call your sttention
to 8 recent Suprems Caurt decision, i1nvélving a chieago csse, that of iliisnm
41lem, 1n whdech Justice Black seid, "Cur court palladiums of liberty as they
are, cennot be treated disrespectfully with impunity". Yet this men with the
avowed purpose of cleansing the courts files what he bas to know 18 a fake
actlon, & spurious suit inywhich he ssecks to render libel immune snd promote
himself, ¥o serious, legliimste purpese is remotdly wighin poasibility,

The sult I will file as soon as it is pbysicslly possibls seeks
two tulngs: the diamissel of this imposition on the court whth prejudice
and an injunction ageinst any improper use of meterisls not Skolnick's property.
Thias, I talnk, $8 as impsrsonal saf tho Uiotim of s theft oan be.

‘“hen we spoks, thers is one point I didn't ralsge, think I sboulid
heve, and do not now in eny threatening memer, for if you do not agree, there
the matter will end. I believe that under the feirness dcctrine you do owe me
the poesibility of faiy rasponse,

Now for the accounting of fsct. Becsuse you expressed sn averensss
of his ignorance of any substantial knowledge of anything relsting Lo tie
ascassinedion, L ignore that. Hovwever, your station menagoment should know of
it, so 1 cite a single one of tlo many irnnediately aveilsble. The sileged
assussinetion rifle wes purchased frem a “nicsgo counany, XKlein's Sporting
Yoode. Skolnick clalms no record eould be found and be sys o i suing for it.
The fect i1s 4t was immedistely located, is one of tiw centrel peints of the
claimed evidence ageinst Csweld, wes widely published, inelﬂﬂin@ in facaimile
and in the larren Keport 1tself (p. 120), end r. ’sldmsn, of thst compsny, was
inteorviewed by bsoth the Secret Service snd the FIT prior teo uis extsnelve and
tublished testimony before the Commission.

About two years ego, when L antered the vremises of another Chicago
station teo make sn announced brosdcast, I wee hended a letter left there for me
by a man who to thls dey is 8 total stranger. It was ny first tip on the threat
egalnat the President thet csused the cancellation of his scheduled 11/2/83
appearsnce in Chicagos It wes informetion on the arrest of one 1homaskvallee
as 8 threst ageinst the Fresident. Since shen, with some difficulty, * nasve
bheen seeking to carry thie inwestigetion forwerd and, to e large degree, have.
In the course of tuie investigation, I employed otbers es my representetives,
net for pay, buty becsuse it was possible for them to do for me wiuat I could not
becsuse I was removed from the scene or because of e lack of lovo borme me by
the Archives, which deleys responding to my requesta. The Vallez story iz mine
under both the comnon iew end the ecopyright law, While government papers in
taemselves are not subject to privmte copyright, the speclal,uses to wich they
ere put by a writer are end the compilation ke mekes 1= copyrightsble as sn
enthology. This work is incorporsted in = book copyrighted in two perts, some
time ago, long before Skolpick smelled irk sné sir time. Both sre #ilad ooup
DYETAT ond {dentified by romen numersls, I ani II.

The men who acted ss my agent in Chicego (now & ra-ident af
Pittsburgh, Pa,) is Rusmell *runze, & former radio reporter. I gave him such
coples of my avidence 2s he needed for this purpose and at ny recuest and for
me he searched and esused to be searched certain Ohicsgo records, The meterial
I sert nim is certsin FBI reports end other data, including s letter to me
from one of two men on the west coast, both of whom helped me by meking inquiries

for me st the Arcnives, thus mesking my interest. Becsuse this msn wents no



public identificatlion, I cut nis nene from the copy of the lstter I sent
Trunze.This letter Skolnick has used. Skolnick has used no material frou the
Archivds, no material like ¥BI reports, that is not mine. le didn't even
duplicete my work, would would mot have had tne aanction of law, Hs used my
Caneg.‘Bhisnis slso true of the records Trunzo gzot for me. Both Xkinds of
Tecords sre in ibls book. Ip each csee, marks were added, for speclal pure
poses, none sinister. The man who got the “aicago records for ms sand gave them
to Lyunzo for me put & cuestlion merk on one. That guestion mark is faithfully
reproduced on the copy attached to Skolnick's sult. The man #ose nsme I cut
o7 ths leter the Archives wrote him when he meds inquiry for me is nomed

im Sehmitt. de worte with e friend snd assoclste of mine, They pool the date
they collect on their own, Hoch hss e stamp ha usaes to id=ntify it. It onaists
of the lattars "C,D.", representing "Comniselon Document”, the menner of refor-
enea to flles of the Warren Commission, followed by & space ir which ths numbey
i written in, then the word "PAGE", where sgain the purnber is sdded. In each
caae where I sent Trunzo the copy of the records these two men {the second 1is
named Paul Hoch) got for me, Skolnick used them, blithaky unawore they are not
part oi?the ircbives file. As sn exsmpls, kiz "Appendix HY, tue almost illegible
copy of an FEI report that 1s the only ons of mapy carbons we could locate, has
a rotyped copy attsched, At tue =nd, sure enough, Skolnick includes os part of
the originsl govermment file in his own retyping of 1%, "¢,D./460 BAGE 2%".

(I warrant he has no ides whet the asterisi means. It slso hes meaning.)

l4s "Appeniix I is smueing, if snyteing 18 oo sordid snd dengerous
an affeir con 2o bte conzidsred, davkng misurdsretocd scuetiiag I told him,
Trunzo wrote st ihe top of -uat I sent him a note irdiceting this Dnd teen
declassifisd or "reloasec", the: way Skolnick misuedd it, within the pest =ix
months. Tals 1= the seventh page of sn FEI report., In order to prestend tais
wes his own ms jor dlscovery, Skolnbck pbysicslly remcved the %op of thie repors,
which contsined the printed identificetion of the FBI 2n¢ other sdded "erren-
Comnission notetions, amd incorpereted Trunzo's in.ocent errcr in hie "sult", I
thir *hsee with a geruine intercst in tue integrity of the courts end the law
in Chicmgo would find interest in seeing both verslons on the screen.

In short, of all 300 cubic fset of tsrren~Comrission meterial, Skol-
pick used nothing that he @idn't get from me, by deceit and subterfuge, by
deliberste misrepresentation, OFf all the pages in tha FBI reports from which
I drew whst I used in this book, he used not one I hsén't. “his is not only
not coincidentsl, but he got it from Trunze es described atove.

%hen Trunze 1ived im Chicege he worked .n the building tbet slso
bouses Columbia College, where Skelnick teaches, Yrunze hes a friend there,
one Bert Gell, who is slzo a friend cf Swlnickts, During his werk for me,
Prunzo discussed it with Gall, who remsmbered 1t, some of it being rother
gsensationsl, 84 you now knowe One of thennames involved is thet of Sgb.
Denisl Groth. If I go into sll the detelle, this will get more cumbe rgome .
Phers is nothing Skolnick hes used frem this d-cument that I didn't, anl there
{c nothing he sald of Groth that hes eny sscociation with rselity that I didn*t.
Groth wes much In the news when Trunzo visited “hicego 2/7/70. Gell intréduced
him to Skolnick, whko expressed an interest in putting his clsss to work "4ngestie
gating" the sssessinstion. While Trunzo wes appslled at Skolnick's ignorance of
both the sutject end the litereture, ke elso irew Skolnick's reputetion. e dis-
cucsed soms of my reterinl with him,



Upknown to Trunzoe, in Pittsburgh{361-5104), the isrch edition of
the Chiccgo Yournsliem Review spyesred, with sn srticle forecssting indict-
msnts in ihe wsupton case. 1s there s more likely cendidate than Groth? So,
Skoloick phoned Trunzo telling iz nis class bad run out of werk {3/14), amd
promising thet if oe uad this Valleemsteriul he could csrry the lnvestigation
forward for us,using the memters of his clesa to do th: work. “Hta the in-
junction tiis was my materisl, part of & completed book I was seeking to get
printed, snd the sdded warning I wanted no use of 1t, Trunze dld send it %o
Skolnick as he asked, as I recall by speciul delivery. 43 s condition, Skol-
pick promised to cell me, le omphagized to “runzo materlsal relaesing to ibs
Boldlen. Trunzo then phoned me to tell ms to expect the ¢81l, I stsyed up lote
for turee nignta, but tkere was no such call. “hen 8ll of this came to pass,

I got in touch wiii Trunzo, it beolug obvious Skolnick had stolen my work. He
suys he has sent me some ol Ris records, but they appesr to bsve strayed in
tue msil. <rior to toat, snd so I would know, he resd me over the phone what
he hed sent. Vith Trunzo's parmission, I hsve this smd snother taped conver-
sztion in which he sete all tae forsgoing, quotations from his records, his
eorzaspondence with Skolnick (including a chiding ons alleging breach of trust
that Skolnick lss not enawered)e If Trunzo sent copies rather thsn the originals,
zad 4F the copies ne sent do not errive through some wischance, he will make
new copies. After speeking to you for the firet time today I wrote and asked
this of him. This is the letter I tola you 4+ uanted %o take to the push office
{wa live in *the country whsrs tiscre is but = siangle, as.m. collection).

Almost tae moment Skolnlekx goi &y materlal Re srranged to broadcast
it 538 his own. Prior to tiast Bs svperently spoie to snother friend of mine who
insists on anonymity. Fersusat %o tils conversstionm, 3bst friend elso phoned
me to tell ms tus ssne tniug, that Skolnick was willing to use uis class to
carry my investigetions furward, The esll to mo then promised sles wss nevsr
made, Theresfter Skolnlck used my name in a nustsr of ways, as telling gpople
he had en appointment to meet me wien be bad niver arcken so or written me. is
ypu cen lnagine, nething wes farthar from his mind. But in ibis field, sz the
senior in age, dete and quantity of publication snd in other respects, I am
well known,l sm the only ons of tho orlglnsl authors still woriking in tho flsld.
“hon t@e of his susocietes, both ol woom Lave so icflormed me, lasrned that
Skolaick intendel using this wsterisl in purlie, in » broadeusi, tuay oried bo
$alk bim outi of it. %n bis first broadessi, on VRSV 5/20/70, Skeolnick used his
Coliagbia Yollsgs clsss %o ask propared quesiions of thelr meestroe. Tmnaditaly
after that lste-nlght broadcast, st 2 s.x{ my time, & f{ré#nd phoned ne to ex-
press shock st tie misuse of my neme slone on it. Esrly the next mcrnirg I
wrote VRSV, *% snd e later letter remain unsnswered.bowever, Skolnlck wmsw of
tals and immedistsly, so a iir. tiebber at tast statlon told mo by phone, in somas
myeterious msmer that tape diseppeered,

Yotwithstending his ¥uowledge that I kmew and wez indigasnt, Skole
anick 41d not comrunicate with me snd inshead meds scme kind of dssl with WCFL,
as e consequence of whlch they seem to ieve helped bim wilth his "guit” and had
an "exclusive" on it. Yhen I raised hell ab WOFL and they got worried about
uslng my meterial before it enjoyed any immunity thet court use cen hestow,
they spoke to him end ne phoned me. It is en increiible converseticn, perhops
the most evasive snd deceptive in my exparience., Sy this time bevirg a certain
opinicn of Skolmick, for wy owa proteeticn I t:ped i%t. I have no intention of
ustng 1%, but 1f you'd llike, you wu-y bBear it. New in the course of the work I
do I have becoms somawhat of sn expert or semsnbics, If Skolnick 1s en emzieur,
he is pon~stop and just sbout inetinctive in resorting to the fgimsiest such
devices. He began ty seying asince he wesmn't ned st me, whycwes L med st Rim.

ou i1ave NEV r heard s msn as unpertvrhed at being celled e crook. ind at that

lats date, when I confronted him =lth tihe proof he hed never sought enythiug



‘'of the Archives, he had the gall to pretend he had obtalned these documents
through a member of his cless!

In my desire to inform you fully and my heste to get this in the meil,
1 have not had a chance to sit down end outline wiat I should tell you. I hope
I have not bored you with what 1 not essentisl emd that L heve not overlooked
onything that is. I assure you thet step by careful step I can and will prove
that this poseur, consumed es he is by & sick ege end an insetiasble creving for
publicity, at whatever cost, whatever hurt %o others end to decency - even those
who favér him, this men whose declered purpose in life is to cleanse the courts
end see to 1t tuet the law is respected end upheld, is both a erook and a man
Who abuses and imposes on the law and the courta, secking to convert both to
ulterior, selfish and entirely improper purposes. I think it wuld be a kind of
real-life Perry Mason to show the pages of the xerox edition of the book, the
originels of the various documents, and the dizect thef% by Skolnick, ineluding
what is not on the government copies end what he removed in an ameteurish way
to build himself bigger. You will see that this i: true of avery document he
used ir this matter. I would dike to air at the same time a genersl understeniing
of this new and excellent lew, under which citizens can obtein from their govern~
ment tiose papers to which they sre properly entitled.

Tuis cests me in a novel role, but not for the first time. In thie
case I would be defending the Secret Service and the Archives ageinst fabricsted,
false, amliclous and libellous r~herges all contrived to publicize Skolnick and
put bim in @ poeition to cleinm credit for snything that thereafter heprened
to Groth, There is suppression of ~hst cennot be legally suppressed., Skolnick
has done nothing abtout it, is doing nothing about it, end cennot by that fictien
called & %eult"., Wore he an agent of tue government, ss he is so fond of calling
otbers, including on your station, he could no more ideelly fill that role then
in shat Be hes in tuls capedone. He has made 2 magtyr of Groth, wio hed no dif-
ficulty refuting the invented charges sgainst him, Wen his suit is thrown out
of court, as it w#ill be, eni cen be any day now {one of my res-ons for haste),
there will be lerge headlines aaying “Warren Yeport Valideted” of "No Suppres-
sion". Neither is true, but will the headline writers know 1t¥ Or the electronic
people? When you consider the enormous labor thet hes gone into the effort to
bring out the truth, you can understsnd the bhurt to many people, of whom I am
one. More Importentip, $o me, is the hexm to the cause of truth end to the effort
to make society, espsclally the govermment, function az they should in a country
witn our prineciples. I am also seriously ceoncerned sbout tie probsblae adverse
offect on serious legimimite suits, including one of my own that should soon
be heerd in federal court in Washington.

Yor your confidentisl information, and bearing directly on these
ede~up cherges called a suis, in the course of my own work on Vallee I saked
om Kaue;y, thenen inspector and now Assistent Director of the Secret Service,

their lismon with the Warren Commission, He told me they never gave the War-

ren Commission anything on Vallee because he bad been arrested and aacounted

for prior to the assessinetion. In short, there is no Searet Service fnformation
at the Archives for the Archives to suppress rslating to Vsllee. Eelley's vord,
which I teke on this snywey, is bupported by my own extensive search.

I spare you further charaeterizations of this "suit", However, as a
ma Jor source of information in Chicego, I would like to impress upon you my btelieq
that vhen a men imposes upon public trust as Skolnick hes, palming himpelf off as
the upholder of the law end decency and honasty in the courts snd for no legiti-
mate purpose, only for self-indulgence and publichty(at best) 1s 20 dishones$ snd
so abused eni dsbases both tha law snd the courts, this is something about which
your eitizens should be informed, paerticularly because it csn be so overwhelmingly

proven in so dremstic a way. Sincerely, Harold Welsberg



