7/4/89

Deer Sheri Blsir snd Tagl Frumicin,

Although L rvelt thet Jerry Rey is 8 men who firds writing difficult
and unennfortstle, I ssked biw tn write me, fnr sgversl ressons, Thore reslly
bes not teen time for e reply to reach me, I elsc told Binm §f ke pboned 1'q
be prepared to tape him, 8o I could aliminste eny possitility »f error,

Since then 1 hawe cozpleted mch of the pdaition to ta8 ook L
Lrosume Ruse described to you. In the eourse »f thias ¥ritiog, qertain tatings

‘sherpensd a bit-in oy mind, I write in the nope you cexn find time to muswer

8 few questions,

From what your pr zsn told ma 851l toe releses [ Lpve Shapp Bleir's
(£1rst?) interview in the bonks I'Q 1ike to te sble to hesr s1l teners of any
irterviewswith nim 2nd, 1f eny, John. I osnnot sseurs you the boox will recsive
¥ide attentlon - or sny - byt I thick you would PTind the atirtitution not un-
censrous raa it exists alrsady an: (t wili te part of en histeoricasl racord, iy
oWR experience kith isterviews ¥ito peopis lixe him is tust what mey o% the
tire be unnotaed agy loter be veluebls becsuse of the kinds of Teopls tiev sya
203 the %eys trhey talk ang think, :

Aoy impressions yey msy bove formed, This Ty be quite fwmportent
beceuse e mey be more {uvortsat in tie éntire story then now 8,.086X8s . Love
Veen told whet Jou toink of nisg iepencebility,

That, if eoyttlog, he mey bsve told you tiet be krows or was told
ty Jares, e@specioliy se s decay, &8s tia killer, wiho 21s eesccictes were. I
b..liove tuere wee s npoul Bot vamed Reouls lerce srts of what e telioves
are, 1 tulnk, true. uch enn.ot be eng I's surprises he went for it

Hdow be wes goiug to finence o trip to Znelunc (with Jobn) a¢ sorn
2y Trmes mea arreetel?, ar’! why he weg geire to smend this lerre sum, Jomes teld
hin not to,

"hy Le fix:d on Parey Fevemen irredistely aad how he theueh foremgnts
Yery large fees would te peid, ¥by he end Yohn were 80 sprosed to Heuea., i wndepre
stend one er both is reciet. sogg SRouls 2evs mMgds denes wors sccaptsble. fa
88ys tuey pot cnly would net Scoperate but setuslly fousht kew him,

suything be wsy teve saic ohoug JBeitoner n: tLe HSR. sng hie
sttitudes toward tiem, (You shoull pes what 1 veve o themlust o ghow thet
w11l maicel)

Tky it required four kours to 7et Jemee to sigm the lettar A4 tehing
Hrpes - or wvbat they then telke: 2bouts This 1: twloe the tips Bey a2pd Tsnes
epent cn taelr firat latervien, when tne pless were e izne fnte concern.

v "hsre - with whom - he stayed in Memphis an: suything shout =py recple,
if only nemes, witn whom he then or on this ssaociated,



If he Xnows or suspects, what 1s tebind Henes' uttsr improbability
taat this was some kind of "red” plot involving tho Chinese or Cubens, Did 1¢
originate with James?

He saw James the day tefore Jamss broke Jeil, Anything tray tolked
ohout, his sdvence knowledge, whether Jemes wss in touch af tar ke got cut, ete,
Or eny time beforse capture,

“hy Jemes expscted him sad John to sdvence money to Ldnes eny whare
they were to get it - snd how James was golng o pay 1%t tack after he got to
the U,S, Jemes asked John to give Hapes 2600 =nd sald Jerry would help him
reise it,

Anything et 271 ha mey hove o83 or hinted shout YMew Orlesns or
snyons there. I teliave the os@ancs of what Puis #rote sbous tils end tuch is
confirmed, My own extensive resgerchss and laveotigetions there suggesta
severel candidetes for his contsct snd pnsaible beoker there ~ snd rore. For
exsmple, the man who backed flenersl "slker's msrch on Coford Meredith afreir),
Vhere James stayed in N,0, is £lzo fescinating, It 18 8 =nell but fancy placs,
off by itself, in the northesstern edge of tie French Querter but in & tough
erea, 8 block from the weterfront, I spent more time within e bloek of that
motel then eny othsr place in New Orleens, it ka unlikely he Just blundered
inte tiet place ens, Lecsuse or the directions of ite cne~way strests, he
could net bove found it by wenderinz around the waterfront. Liany ether stings
meks this provecative,

Loothar writer belleves ley's backer or ceatsot wns nomed Tony. ™4
he ever mention tids reme? Or snyons from the Tennesses hill aountry? Or any
Tonnssces ofiicisl, by newe? Or deseriptiont Or arything sbaut thie Hebsl il-tgls
(thers wers two sirniler ones pesr ¥onphis) ar tha swners ~r ataer ¢oople there?

I kaeow you Letn stay btusye Yot I nops you con flald tims fap tals, It
can be imvortant. It i@ importent emnugh Tor e to e writin~ wou tufore davlight
sn & halidsy,

- From these aussii~nz yeu should be 2ble ¥~ flgurs cut zome of whek

§ x5t fnguire into acd sstisfy myself mhout, I hope yow will say nothing about
i%e 2t would be nmuoh anfer aot bo. Thers 13, wisShout uny rrssibility -0 Zoult,
¢ lerga involvement of the mnst extrime anl d:nmrous reopla of ths pigat
extreme in the storlas of ths asssssisations, Ono of them mna gunninz Inr fing
but enuld never find s sltustlon shers e felds e could et avay. ¢ disd Lolope
tne surder, =0%er what = 2areerlt 3ut alez cazaelatas, In atwnes ol the foct,
&8lmost blueprinted what reslly eveutuated, This wes taped ond &+ have it, And
thils 12 only one 5 thas things, Thesa zra bsd people,miita capabillty of doing
vary ted thlaga, They are no* all nuts. “a2 phonad w2 3t 2:30 aua. to play o
¥hat bhe regsrded 23 sopropriste exesrpta fron ths agun? track of "Shans”.

My spologles for this !ontrusion into your busy livesz, =ni zincere
thanks for anytbing you mpy be stle to do.

Grat regards,

horold elzgberg



