- s st o g 5 o

4/9/70
Dear Eg,

While neither ol us Lss ths time for Skolnick-liks digres:ions, those
few ol us working ssriously in tue fleld $n =wiich I om and ell the nennle wio con
benefit from tio esteblisiment of truta (which tere is no intellectusl concept
alone but inveolves the integrity ol poclsty and 1ts vory noture) asre in yrur
debt for slerting me a2 you did early tae morning of 4o 2led. Titheus 1t 1 doubt
i'l bave bern ne swere e I was wken be pulled his YOFL ploy end filed %tust fake
suit. Azide frca tae domege to me, there wus end remmins tue greateat potsniial
for tus wost serious aerm in that entirely s uriscus acstion, Becruge o +2e time he
Las suent in legsl reseurch, tue rovokes wonder, disturbs me deeply, for, waite
“ ge* 'ur inprepsion ~f s grest ego, I do not get nor Bave * reason to belleve he 1a
thiz thoroughgoingly incompetent.

-

acraaver, o tue m oat, let us forget motive,
Webat 12 tue sinple fact:

dis is no sult st all, se hedn't ever ssked the rchives for anything.
The first tulng I did sfter lesrning ol tie e:is wea estadlish tuis. ue is totally
unk ~wn Lo8re, hos never written them = letter abtout snythinge.. How, then, cen he
ecasrge  s1nres: ion, 1o eay way, incluting in court? Aver arnd shavs thie, the lew
1# clear on certsin peints, vigue on sthers, “ith tLe .reouives Lo regulatisna sre
«recific. Tbhey are also 8! ple. The lsw requires esch o7 %iess stens be taken as
¢ srecondidion of sult. Lnybody esn £1le any kint o7 sult for peyment of the proper
fee, but auccesmful, serisus litlgetioen slso requires the meetins ot theso legel
prere-uisites. le hedm't, Bed meds no effort to snd, sa I leerned y sterisy, wes
entiraly unsawere ~2 them. S» much for his recearch end rerhens - have sdiresaed
motive,

I sterted .sying tse foundstion ror suits in 1988. uad 1 teen sbtle to
g8t o levyer, 1'd rrobatly have filed meny ol tuem, But I so-n lesrned the mers
filing o7 ta: sult 18 not tue tuing, 1t 1s echievine tne purpose of the suit. I have,
witbout suit, where ! zay not uave sith suit. dnd, once I got ¢ lewyer, * tecoms
even Wore cersful, L oam tn s position to file a numbter of auits dut usven't end am,
instysd, proceading sdmiristretively, tedisusly. Toere sre some 1 went to tile, forx
tagre is nc sther wey in cortsin areess, But in those camses 1t is abszolutely essentisl
2 "roceed in certain surercsutious weys, to avold the Skolniel syndrome, =hich
is fetel, I =-ent enough time to ¥rite s btook trying to selvage the incommetent
suit Filed by an exrvert nathologist wRose lawyer was o judge. Fortunately, it
attracted no st tentisn at sll 2nd we nsve uet be-n burt, ani they are now starting
from scredch agein. 4his i: en #nswitsble consequence wnen tie ligigent regards hime
self ss “esglal in thi: Cleld, when bils ego doninstes. Xy resscn for thst grest snd
vseteful labor is %.e same ss my worry witt Skolnick. Zam you 1uegine tike Zonsenuene
ces of the great publicity s goversment victory in eny auch case? Can you realize
the ef.sct on the willingnese of ordinary peopls o- tie usdia to credit enytiing
we'd thareafter say? She Garrison, with no preparation at all s d less then tue
moet serious purpeses did the ssme taing in Janusry 1669, 4 hed to reslly work, I
wogte a book in two wecls and won tae sult for kim. (I esn't get tast. thex hot eat
bo~k yat, printed).

5ps Skolnick trrsented problema otber tusn in the demsge he did me,

I teke tuls time not only tecsuse it 4s3 your due but becuuse theye ore
ways in walch you can jet help and I hone ynu emsn fin! the time,.

4y initisl instinet wes wrong. It wes to fignt fire with 2ire, to



8xzose S for the self-gseeker he 1s. Fortunatcly, circumstences “revented this, It

was 11:30 at night when + lesrned of the suit. And tae pext day I hed gome toinga I
abs-lutely hed to do. Cne waa to consult my lewyer and the =ein thing was tn nave

an EiG. After going:to bed and waile driving ton¥ashington tas rext dsy I ned time

to think 1t through, Mennwhile, 811 I 414 wes nhone one roporter friend in Chicego.

My finences nreclude rhone ¢ells, bus thia 1s ane who could eccert 8 reverasal of
cbargsso, o * neve tackgrounded for years, etc. de told me whet ha knew, adding

that when 8 lcarned he we2: my friend, S traded heavily on my name but by inference »
onlye lis 2lsc geve me sn 1des of toe sttenticn this euit aend its publicity wes gettin’
on th» sll-newe redio stations, Considersblse,

Yeata;day norning, sfter repding of the Metromedis involvement, I tried o
to reach pecple + knew in Metromedis, to slert them to wbet tuey ned become invwi-
veud in, They Were uzavailsble, so 1 decidad to try =nd esall Witz, menager of ¥CFL,
witose 1d:ntity 4 losrras fron trade sources. He Wae not in snd I gnt ~sgen, news
director, %ko seems like = decent guye I 1sid 1t out streightforverdly to nim. .

%ben I was atla te tell him in pert exsctly what waa attached to the suilt I Led never
seen e understood * xaew whst I was telking ebout. e heg Pebn, the rerorter who
worked with S., phone me beek later. I think we have eatsblished 8 bssis of trust

and & am sstiszfied they ars concerned sng understand the denger ef wast they hnave
become involved in- sn2 dn not went 1t., ¥e'll bave to walt sng gee wiat ewntustes,
But I teld tienm taey wers welc-me %o come here or send spyon2 taay iruet snd neg
whet 1 nave, I went farthur and seked tuem to sond e eteves of the documents S
filed, pre.icting we'd find tue a:me xeroXing coarascteristics in tuem tuey'd find

in my nrigingls, for 1 Xnow Skulnick didn't ask Sue Arebives for snytbing, + know
Ba got %met I gad from ay friead runzo on is word he way going to wnrry the
iuvestigation forwerd inpst do wuet ue 413 dol, na I tuink it unlikely ke hed enypne
6lse .arite the Arohives for him to dup,icste my work, which iz sagy encugh. But tais
iz tie xiud of ego that overlooks such simple niceties.

In sny event, I had evoided all thoze things 4 eould have done #ith ~edia
friends, avoided all the reporters I Xnow, etc., m ¢ 4id Just this. I slso “rote
witz early yeaterday 8+3, Wrote Lucht a bLrief let ar, wrote the Fresident of
Columbia Zollagﬁ, Se having dnvolved them in his plegisrism, ete. And, after I vhoned
&agan,, be sypparantly phonsd S, 8 inzedietely mecumed I wag phoningz everyone ih:the
world, espacislly all ~fetha Chicege pres, sni he seid ag michs 4 let hia tell for
a aii 8, ssying netains,

fiera I Mozh beek to something I learned ass s very young mesn, “en I was in
058, my first Bob was a belated defnse of four very brove uen who 4sd voluntesred
for a cartain-death saslgnment and asd been fromed by tihe ¥Ps after s sinple brawl,
They uad loss through 811 %tiae chsnnals ng military justice soni sll or Donoven’s big
legsl brains 282 failed. In les: thsn eix woeks, withaut leeving tae office, I ot <
81l =7 t4'3 reversed. To do this 4 drew upon earlier e nerfence investigzstin: cartels’
“he gecret wes arg to- enswer wae in sementics. S{nce then 4 have tesn more tisn
usueliy slert to this device. SidAnick is one of 1ts cractitioners, to me en
eématour and e rack, telegraphing emateur st it, Yhen he vhoned I switcoed tue tape
on 8nd some day you cen Lere it, He begrn with the chenpoicete 8 legation I w4 B8CCNG-
sed him of glandering me, 8 rether trenspertent effort to provoke s resction he didn't
get, thon glibly clsimed, rereating the wnrd meny times, tnst he ha~ naver geen ny
“mrauseript”, until, when he hed eliminetad any poesibility of ny bteins wrong in ny
own mind I blew up at him sn? told him unless he atonned nlaying such childish games
with me there wes no vurnnae in the conversation, I will not try snd give you all of
1%, tut he even tried to nretend he domsn't ¥now some of bis own assccistes! He
rretended not to kmow Trnnza, tie nan from whom he gé¢ this naterial, pretended the
phene cnlle of whecu Trunzo hed iaforoed me, before snd after tuis ego-3rip, di4d not
axist, snd other even snabbier taings, He tuen esasured me ae wesn't med at mel! Why,

he svsked, wea I @isturbed. I told ala tc be under no miaapprehonaion, taat 1 was



certeinly med at him, Thy? "Becruse you ere a crook™, ! celled him a crook

rerkaps s dozen times, de never once dia;,;ayed eny resentment, wiich to me iz o clear
sign. 4nd he never sbandonel the evesion, newer oncs spoke direectly, ead inveriasbly
tried to swith (he 1s glib 8t 14) to sometaing else whenever I nsiled him. 2n

pavoral points I took the time to imsist and De tried to tsolk over me each time.

In a1l of this he mmde no el7ert to show =. thls wes tis own work end,
in fpct, he failedw even %o cleim it,

He alzo cleimed I was ealling sll the medis snd defaming him, sc 1 dared
ki te sue me. I t0ld him is is 8 crook end he ani I both knew I'4 mrove 1i. So he
drayned thet pretty ayickly. * also lsid out howr Be'd damsge sl) of us, sn? be was
t-tally ellent when I asinowei tim hia legel incompetence. 1 went furtier and told him
some of the fect ne didn'% kmow snd I think ae must nsve be.n embsrraszed to Know
thrt the zsurce of tue federsl atufl he hal stolen is precisely tis source he is
accusing »f sunpressing precisaly taat. <is response was %o pugsest 1 was sn sgent
of tie govornment end could arpear as » witness for tzem. Yhat en egocentrie akunk!
Lyerybody 1a sn sgont but aim.

I don't Xxnow wiy he called me. 1 susnect ha felt h: could con me. Fere
bans my call to degen forced his hend, Anywsys, 1 tiaink by mov he 1e =ntirely
#1thout the support he had end he w11l be under rressure to withéraw the suli.

%¥CFL made me offers t» really go efter him, to expose the whnle thing, snd I

daclined tham. Plesss treat this se coniidentisl, L lave no intereat in hurting

that resmseal, dy intent to is reduce ths d-mage ke has done in thie minimum snd
aliminate the furthear possibvilitiss for greater demasge thet atill exist. It is nect
to hurt him, riechly as e hss esrned 1%. Yeu know, with me deep in iebt, that

b stard had the psll %o complain tust while e Is a poor man I nm rich on <he harwvest
of my words sud my resentment 1s tuest he hes ¥xx¥Yxxm racduced my chsnce for profiti

Besides, sizply going sfter him would not eccoxplish constructive purposes
8% lesst not at thls point,

It is my manch they will underteke & rether 4ifficult chore, trying to
porsusde him, ss culetly sz possible, oY withdraw his suit, IT I folt I could be
pert of this, as I am ineclined %o thaink 1 suould get be bsceuse of =y pereensl
inynlvement, I tainx I oould sugpest o simple farmuletion thst would do 4, dbus
#Be ego will usve %o bs subdued beiore he'll consider {t. I hsvs 'mown »-her men of
gond minda snd unfortunstely deforemed bodiles who slso develen $als kiod »7 ego. It
doubles the tragedy of tin deformity.

This, pretty nuek, is where 1t re-ts now, Doy will snnn be dawning and I
mist pet to othar toings, Howevar, a:ide from thls eervins ss o weme for me, 1 hope
1% alan indicates to ynu the delicecy of tue situstion, tie hszard stilly presented
ta what T regard ss s minimum netuonsl need sn: tiae ways in :oich, i€ you 2on find &
the time, vou cen still uelp. 1 need ticse taings 1 msked o7 you. Perhars y-u cen
find the entire WRSY tepe. 1f not, 1'd certei.ly s preciste toe tert you made.wCCOL ie
sendin.: me tueirs end I think & copy of the sult witn sttachments. I elsc need sny
preas avellsble, es ecially int.rvisws snd direct quotes, and there remein unarticulst

suestions to be »nawsred. Thanks for whet you have done en: for anything you
mpy yet do. Sorry sbout the typosm., Hops you con dops them ont without grest
wegte of tine,
Sinceraly,



