JL: As I told you, I think Jerry "illiams is hung up on Frank, If his changed attitude is
from Mark Lane's posson there is nothing I can do about it. However, he has a vast ang good
audience over WBZ, Boston.

Rt. 8. Fl"ed.ﬁrici‘f. u‘d. 21701
301/473-8186

Dear Jerry,

Having been told today that one of uy oldest if not the oldest friend in your
business gnd his producer hedther received lutter I wrote thenm prior to the gppearance
of my new book, I can belicve that in the volume of your mail you and your producer may
both have missed mdne,

And the Washington Fost's st:{;)y aud any syndicated version, as well as those of
both AP and UPI, b

I cun also boliove that you have decided against me andfor this.

Whichever way it is, I think you should be avare of the content of this work,
What you then m# do or not do is, properly, your decision. I would think Yyou would want
your audience to know of it and how they can get it so that, for the tirst tice aver,
they can see the actusl documcnta, an aotual tremseript of what foes on in assorecy
expected to be porpetual, what is allogodly "TOP SECHET" because the "natdonal security"
requires it, plus the content about the JFK assassination.

A really shaé and carcful reader will perceive more than this, much more,
Especially how the Banipulation started and who was manipulated by whom and how. It
is there. In this sense, to, what I have is unprecedented. So are many other things
about it, I an avolding trying to or appearing to condition, but if you read the trange
eript, on this aspect the key word is "argue.® Other things are more obvious,

The book has been out a little over three weeks. In that tine, I believe for the
first time ever, there has been no asingle snide » no attempt at refutation, no
alanders, no allegntion of error or exaggeration,

“nis time I was not able to go farthur into debts At 61 and after the kind of
life I've led 1t would also be irresponsible. In order to bring this book out, even after
woalthy poople saw the transeript and sald it had ¢ be made available, uy associate in
it and ny lawyer in the suit bhorrowed to pay the printer. “aspd.te the fact that we are
both without means or regulayr incowe, all the other expenses have Leen ours and without
any kind of subsidy. These costs are not inconasjderable and the time required to pmk
@et this was enormous and extended over s long pericd of ysars. When refio snd preas
people leamed this, aluost without exception they paid for the book. “his, too, ia
olose to unpreccdented. We appreciate 1t. In turn, ve are applying 10U% of the gross to
thedebt“imincurred. Ueamdoingthismsothinaahooatringandﬂth 80 little pop=
8ibility of comscrcial distribution that I've not sent out and wili not sznd out an
unsolicited review copy.

What is also new in my experience, every radio station on which I've broadoast
b¥ phone, whether nows becper or talk show, has saild how to get the book and the price
80 that tho audience aould Just send a check and I could Just send the book, without
having to write lotters back. There really aroe very few People who really ave deing any
real work in thig field, despite all the noise, so each letter I do not have to write
permits me to work in that time. I hope you will agree that obtaiuing and maidng oavailable
documents of this kid and their history in worthwhile work, thet this kind of cvidence
should be made availablo to the people,

Jim lesar end I have become a team in other ways. ?a has done most of the legal
work in the Ray case and I the inveatigating. The reporting of the recent hesring could
bardly reflect what we did there or before it. It is entirely other than tho major attention
of the past w33, or all the money. Neither Perod Foreman nor any of the myco phantic writege

¢ ,05pite what ho may have told you, in addition to this Yerold ¥rank would not
even honor tho erder of the court to turm recorda over. If you dombt this, call my bluff
and you'll get the court prer and the Frank responses.
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For the first time ever thore was "discovery” in a habeas corpus case, We have
already exercised it with result you would not easily bulieve in a novel, The abuses
make the violations of E.lsberg's rights seem tame and decent, by comparieon, that is.
And this where I doubt we were 10§ successful, where there was open eontempt of the court's
orders that bocause we are all voluntéer and without funding we have been able to do
little about. ilowever, the State has appealed, we prevailed on appeal, and the Supreme
court is considering whether to grant cert. to the State. it is 8 precedent to now. If
the Supreme €o:xrt does not grmnt gerte or if it does and we prevail, then the meaning of
this new right to the petitionor is hard to imagine, it can be that important in orocked
cases, especially in political cases.

If you doubt any of this, let me know and I'11 refer you to dependable sources.
The clerka of the 6th circuit court of appeals or of the “uprcme “ourt will tell you
the Jegal situation,

In the course of addressing effectiveness of coungel we put in & case of prims
facie framing by officials and Foreman, sclid exculpatory evidence, a case that the FBI
agent perjured himgelf, and 2hexe ¥ag 0o rebyttel and virtually no croes exauingtion,
done of the blgwname writers apieared to @efend his xomk or producs his somcalled evidences.
The FBI did not sup)ly anyene to defend its agent's svorn word and that agent himeelf was
and remkins silent after charges that he swore falsely. The record is oxtracrdinarily
véluminous so * do uot know how much any one reporter caught but I think that if this
18 of any interest to you, either Ho Wimmix (that ia, Martin) W.ldron of the Times or
Nick Chries of the Led. Times, both of whom live in Houston, will glve you enough cone
firmation. Yo will stories from the prejudiced (againat us) Memphis papers I can send yous

1 take this time when quite obviously it will sell nothing for me because it seems
that you believe other than this and because when there was a chance to move i1t into
open court and out of the control of flacks, all the others blinked, not we or I, Besides
this, I think you would went to know.

The judge may decide soon. I think we will win, I am confident we should and this
is the consenaus of the s joremsdia poporters who were there and o whom I apoke or who
have since written me. If this hapoens and if as I think the decision is interlocutory,
Then there will bo a trial and then there will be another chance for people o atand and
be counteds Those who have more than mouths, that is.

Bocause of this past thot I think boshors yuu, should you be intorested I'1i lend

Jou my copy of the 6th circuit court of appenls’ deciaion in the haboss coxrpus, The

me Court - Nixon's Supreme Vourt - upheld 1t by rofusing cert. You'll find that in
legal language it said what X said, that the whole thing reeks of coumercialism and
cries out for a "full scale judicisl ingdry." And the record is ciear® none of these
80 accused apyeared to dofend himself exoept the racist forner mayor of Birmingham, the
yan who turned those polico dogs lovse and the Tire hoses ob. He did not fare well. In
its cloaing argusent even the State admittad he had a conflict of interest, onc of the
iasu o to be decideds “mi even he sald May was not the killer, Yr guilty.

1 do hope yom find the time to read if not all of this bouk then the trenscript
and perhaps some of the documents in the suit for it.

beat wishes,

Harold Weisberg



